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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBpouR MARKET IN APRIL. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour: 
Department of the Board of ‘Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘“‘ Labour Gazette” :— 

It is based on 2,339 returns, viz.: 1,652 from employers, 528: 
from trade unions, and 159 from other sources. 

The state of employment is generally good, except in industries 
affected by the stoppage in the South Wales Coal Trade. Increases 
of wages affecting over 100,000 coal miners in other districts have. 
taken ‘place during the month. 

In the 116 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate: 
membership of 466,405, 13,546 (or 2°9 per cent.) were reported as’ 
unemployed at the end of April, compared with 3:1 per cent at: 
the end of March, and with 2°5 per cent. in the 114 unions, with 
a membership of 455,157, from which returns were received for 
April, 1897. 

Employment in Various Industries.—Coal-mining.—The 
majority of collieries in South Wales and Monmouth have been 
idle during a large portion of the month. In other districts 
employment was better than a year ago, although, owing to the 
Easter holidays in England and short disputes in Scotland, less. 
time was worked than during March. At collieries in districts 
not affected by the dispute, at which 377,627 persons were 
employed, the pits worked an average of 4°98 days par week in 
the four weeks ending April 23rd, as compared with an average of 
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4°75 days in the corresponding period of 1897, and 5°24 days in 
March last. 

Iron Mining.—Employment was not quite so good in April, 
1898, as in April, 1897. At mines giving employment to 17,566 
persons 5°62 days per week were worked on the average, during 
the four weeks ended 28rd April, as compared with 5°66 days per 
week a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry.—The ironworks, to which the returns relate, 
had 339 furnaces in blast at the end of April, or 12 less than at the 
end of March, and 11 less than a year ago (the decrease in each case 
being chiefly attributable to the Coal dispute in South Wales and 
Monmouthshire). The number employed is estimated at 22,440, 
or 1,121 less than a month ago, but 324 more than a year ago. 

Employment at Jron and Steel works was better in April than 
in March, although not so good as a year ago. At the works 
covered by the returns, 75,907 workpeople were employed at the 
end of April, as compared with 74,445 at the end of March, 
and 76,241 at the end of April, 1897. The estimated aggregate 
number of shifts worked by these workpeople amounted to 
418,481 in April, 407,214 in March, and 422,673 in April, 1897. 

Tinplate T'rade.—Largely owing to the dearth of fuel caused by 
the dispute in the Welsh coal trade, employment was not so good 
at the end of April as it was a month or a year ago. The number 
of mills in operation is returned as 306 at the end of April, as 
compared with 331 at the end of March, and 321 at the end of 
April, 1897. The estimated number of workpeople employed was 
15,923 at the end of April, 17,072 at the end of March, and 17,375 
at the end of April, 1897. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has still 
further improved, overtime being worked in some districts, but 
in others the effects of the recent dispute still continue. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members in this group of trades at 
the end of April was 3-6, compared with 4°1 for March, and 2:1 
per cent. for April, 1897. 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has further improved, 
the percentage of unemployed union members having fallen from 
5-4 at the end of March to 5:0 at the end of April. The percentage 
for April, 1897, was 4°9. 

- Employment in the Building trades is brisk. the percentage of 
unemployed union members being 1:1, compared with 1°6 in March 
and 1-0 per cent. in April, 1897. 

~The Furnishing trades remain busy. The percentage of un- 
employed union members at the end of April was 1:2, compared 
with 1°3 in March and 0°5 in April last year. 

’ Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades remains 
steady. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of April was 3:1, compared with 3-0 in March and 3:7 per 
cent. in April, 1897. 

‘In the Paper trade employment has improved, the percentage 
of: unemployed union members at the end of April being 2°8 
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compared with 3°7 in March. The percentage for April, 1897, 
was 4°8. 

In the Glass trade the percentage of unemployed union 
members, at the end of April, was 10°8, compared with 113 
in March, and 11°6 per cent. in April of last year. 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of April was 
3°8, compared with 4°8 in March. The percentage for April, 
1897, was 2°9. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Boot and Shoe trade 
is fair; in the ready-made branch it is still only moderate. 

Employment in both the bespoke and ready-made branches of 
the Tailoring trade is fairly good. 

Employment in the Spinning and Weaving branches of the 
Cotton trade continues fair, with a further slight improvement. 

Employment in the Woollen trade is fair generally, but slack ih 
the heavy trade centres ; in the Worsted trade employment is only 
moderate. Employment in the Hosiery trade continues un- 
satisfactory. It has improved in some branches and declined in 
others. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teztile trades 
information respecting 500 mills employing 83,000 women and 
- girls shows that 74 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with the same percentage in March 
and 81 per cent. in April, 1897. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 132,400 workpeople were reported during April, of which 
number 131,500 received advances, and 990 sustained decreases, 
The increases were mainly in the mining (113,895) and building 
trade (14,797) industries. The net result was an increase 
estimated at about 3s. 2d. per head in the weekly wages of those 
affected. Changes affecting 25,150 workpeople, or about 19 per 
cent. of the total number affected, were preceded by strikes, of 
which one affecting 640 workpeople was settled by arbitraticn, 
One change, affecting about 600 persons, was arranged under 
siding scale; the other changes, affecting about 106,650 work- 
people, were effected after negotiation between the employers and 
their workpeople or their representatives. 

Trade Disputes.—Forty-four fresh disputes began in April, 
1898, involving 130,528 workpeople. The corresponding number 
of disputes for March, was 27, involving 2,885 workpeople, and for 
April, 1897, 78 disputes, involving 7,404 workpeople. Twenty 
disputes took place in the building trades, 7 in mining and 
quarrying, 8 in the metal, engineering and shipbuilding trades, 5 
in the textile and clothing trades, and 4 in other industries. Of 
the 30 new and old disputes, involving 28,569 workpeople, of which 
the settlement is reported, 13, involving 27,706 persons, weré 
settled in favour of the workpeople ; 8, involving 625 persons, in 
favour of the employers; while 6, involving 556 persons, resulted 
in a compromise. 
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OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BoILER Exp.osions Act. 


_ A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Alfreton, 
Derbyshire, on the 2nd April, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a boiler at the Cliff Farm, Pinxton, on the 
19th February. 

_ The boiler, one of the vertical cylindrical type, was purchased 
second-hand in 1886. In 1889 it was examined and re-tubed, 
‘and in October, 1897, it was again re-tubed, but at that time no 
instructions were given for the boiler to be examined, and no 
examination was made. he farmer and his son who attended to 
ithe boiler considered that it was safe to work so long as it did not 
leak, and they were not aware of the necessity for periodical 
examination. 

On the 19th February the boiler was being used at a pressure 
of about 32 lbs. per square inch, to supply steam to an engine 
which drove a chaff cutter, when it exploded and two persons 
were slightly scalded. 

.. The Court found that the explosion was due to the fire-box 
having become so reduced by corrosion as to be unfit to withstand 
the pressure to which it was subjected ; that it was worn out and 
unfit for any steam pressure—the plate in the vicinity of the 
:rupture being reduced from #-inch to the thickness of paper. 

That the boiler had not been examined by a competent person 
since 1889, and that the farmer did not take proper measures to 
ensure that it was being worked under safe conditions. 

_ The Court were unable to accept a plea of ignorance as an 
excuse for the farmer’s neglect, and they ordered him to pay the 
‘sum of £10 towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 

_, A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Bradford, on 
the 31st March and 1st April, into the circumstances attending 
the explosion of a boiler at Paradise Street on the 22nd February 
last, whereby one person was killed and two persons were injured. 

The boiler and premises were purchased by the owner in 1881, 
and they were let to various tenants. In 1896 the boiler (one of 
the Cornish type) leaked at the front end and the owner instructed 
a boiler-maker to repair it. The owner was under the impression 
‘that he had given instructions for the boiler to be examined at 
this time, but such instructions were not given and the boiler was 
not examined ; it was only repaired at the front end. 

Ths premises were let to tenants in 1896, in January, 1897, and 

in March, 1897, the tw» persons who took possession in March 
‘being the users at the time of the explosion. In their business as 
wool willeyers they use two machines, requiring the boiler to be 
worked at a pressure of about 45 lbs. per square inch. 
'. On the 22nd February the boiler was worked as usual until 
4.40 p.m., when the engine was stopped to oil the machinery, and 
the boiler exploded. The premises were wrecked, a widow passing 
the building was killed, and two persons were injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the fourth or 
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back ring of the shell of the boiler having become so reduced by 
external corrosion, where it was in contact with the brickwork 
seating, as to be unable to withstand the pressure to which it was 
subjected. The plates had become reduced from to 4 inch. 

They found that the owner did not cause the boiler to be ex- 
amined by a competent person either in March, 1896, or in March, 
1897, that he gave the tenants no information as to the pressure at 
which the boiler could safely be worked, that in March, 1897, it 
was not in good condition, and that it was not then fit to be worked 
under steam pressure. 

That the tenants or users did not cause the boiler to be 
examined by a competent person in March, 1897, nor at any time 
thereafter, and that they took no measures to ascertain the pressure 
at which the boiler could safely be worked. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the neglect 
of the owner and users, and they ordered the owner to pay the sum 
of £15 and each of the two persons who were the users to pay the 
sum of £1 towards the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


NoTIcE To FISHERMEN. 


It has been arranged between the English and French Govern- 
ments that within the limits to which the regulations of the 24th 
May, 1843, agreed upon in accordance with the Convention of the 
2nd August, 1839, apply, their respective cruisers shall not inter- 
fere with fishing boats found dredging for oysters before the 15th 
June, 1898. 

British fishermen are, however, hereby warned against breaking 
the fishery laws, by fishing within the French limits, by fouling or 
otherwise improperly interfering with French boats or nets, inside 
or outside the limits, by throwing ballast on French oyster 
grounds, or by committing any ‘other unlawful acts to the injury 
of French fishermen or of French fisheries. 

British cruisers have orders to co-operate with and assist 
French cruisers in preventing and punishing any such acts. 


WARNING TO MASTERS OF MERCHANT VESSELS. 


The Board of Trade think it desirable to warn masters of 
- merchant vessels that caution should be exercised in approaching 
the coasts and ‘entering the ports of Spain and the Spanish 
Colonies and Possessions, or the ports of the United States of 
America, so long as hostilities exist between these two countries. 

Too much reliance should not be placed upon information avail- 
able previous to the outbreak of war as to the lights and marks 
round the Spanish or United States’ coasts, as such lights and 
marks are liable to be removed or altered. Masters should there- 
fore use every precaution in entering Spanish or United States 
ports. 
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REGULATIONS FOR PHOSPHATE MINES CONCESSIONS IN ALGERIA, 


A despatch, dated 26th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, transmitting copy 
of a Presidential Decree laying down the conditions under which 
concessions may be granted for the discovery and working of the 
Phosphate mines in Algeria. 

The above may be seen in the original at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS AGAINST THE EsTaTE OF Mr. MILLER 
(GUATEMALA). 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala calling 
attention to the winding up of the estate of the late Mr. Silvanus 
Miller who, in 1893, undertook the contract for the construction 
of a large portion of the Interoceanic or Northern Railway in the 
Republic of Guatemala. 

British subjects who have claims against Mr. Miller’s estate are 
advised to send particulars at once, duly authenticated by the 
Guatemalan Consul, to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Resident, 
British Legation, Guatemala. 


Supp_y or CoaL aT CAPE DE VERD. 


A dispatch, dated 26th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Lisbon reporting that it 
is stated in the Lisbon papers that the supply of coal at Cape de 
Verd is exhausted. This deficiency has been brought about by 
the large purchases made both by Spain and the United States, 
and has been aggravated by the strike of the miners in South Wales. 

It seems that at Cape de Verd there is not sufficient coal left for 
the use of the Portuguese ships of war which are about to be sent 
there for neutrality purposes. 


TenpDERS FoR Cast-IRoN LIGHTHOUSES IN Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been informed 
by H.M. Consul-General at Christiania that tenders are invited by 
the Norwegian Superintendent of Lighthouses (Fyrdirektor) for 
two lighthouses of cast-iron, of about 155 tons in weight each. 

Drawings, with specification and conditions, may be seen at the 
Directors’ Office (Fyrvoesenets Kontor), where tenders, enclosed in 
sealed envelopes and marked “ l’yrtaarne,” will be received until 
the 25th May, at 12 o'clock noon. 

Tenders may be for one or both lighthouses. 
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TENDERS FOR MATERIAL FOR MUNICIPAL WATERWORKS NEAR 
AMSTERDAM. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 


despatch from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, reporting that the 
Municipal Waterworks of Amsterdam announce that on Monday, 
the 16th May, they will receive tenders :—(1) For the delivery of 
cast-iron water pipes ; and (2) for accessories for the Municipal 
Waterworks’ pumping station at the Haarlemmerweg, near 
Amsterdam. 

Particulars of both tenders can be obtained on application to 
the Municipal Printing Office, Amsterdam, on payment of 3s. 4d. 
for the former and 20s. for the latter. 


TENDERS FOR RaILways IN BULGaRIA. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has been informed 


by Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sophia that the | 


Bulgarian Ministry of Public Works invite tenders for the 
construction of a railway from Radomir (the present terminus) to 
Kustendil and the Turkish frontier. 
The adjudication will take place on the 4th July next at 10 a.m. 
Further particulars may be obtained on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


LEASING OF STATE RAILWAYS IN BraZIL. 


A despatch, dated 23rd March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, reporting 
that the Central Railway of Pernambuco has been leased to Senhor 
Antonio de 8. Pires Ferreira. 

The Government have now succeeded in leasing four out of the 
eight State railways, two only of which, viz., the Uruguayana and 
the Central of Pernambuco, now leased, were operated at a profit 
during 1895, while in 1896 the Uruguayana alone was a source of 
income. 

The Central, the Bahia, the Southern of Pernambuco and the 
Paulo Affonso Railways still remain in the hands of the Government. 

A further despatch, dated 19th March last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, reporting 
that the Baturité Railway (State of Ceara) has been leased to Mr. 
Alfred Novis in accordance with the terms of a decree, copy of 
which in the original may beeen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEw Custom Hovse 
AT GUAYAQUIL (Ecuapor), 


Referring to a note on p. 387 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
for April last, a further communication has been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Guayaquil enclosing transla- 
tion of an extract fromthe local newspaper, “La Nacion,” containing 
project of the Government of Ecuador for the building of a New 
Custom House in the City of Guayaquil to replace that lost in the 
fire of October, 1896, and soliciting proposals for the construction 
thereof, as follows :— 


Guayaquil Custom House. 


“ By orders received from the Minister of Public Works, tenders 
are solicited for the construction of the building for the Custom 
House at this port. 

“The plans and all information connected therewith and the 
manner in which the building must be constructed can be seen by 
all interested persons at the office of the Secretary of the Province 
at the Government House. 

“For the payment of said building the Custom House Law 
disposes 4 per cent. of the surcharge on import dues which is 
calculated to produce an average of 150,000 sucres a year, and the 
amount has been ordered to be deposited since the 1st of January 
of this year. 

“The person or association that obtains the contract will be 
called upon to pay the Government before signing the same, 6,000 
sucres as price for the plans of the building. 

“ All offers will be received at the office of the Secretary of the . 
Province and at the Ecuadorian Consulates in New York, Paris, 
Liverpool, Brussels and Hamburg, up to the 31st day of August, 
1898.” 


SuHrpriInG REGULATIONS FOR BuRMA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, 
copy of a paragraph as follows, which has been inserted in the 
1897 edition of the Burma Commercial and Marine Rules 
Manual 

“In exercise of the powers conferred by section 32 of the 
Indian Steam Ships Act, 1884 (VII. of 1884), the Lieutenant- 
Governor appoints the Ist July, 1898, as the day on and from 
which a foreign steamship having engines of under 50 nominal 
horse-power shall not carry passengers from any port within Burma 
to any other port in British India, and a British steamship having 
engines of a like horse-power shall not proceed from any port 
within Burma to any other port in British India, or to any port 
or place on the continent of India or in the island of Ceylon, 
unless she has as her engineer a person possessing an engine- 
driver’s certificate granted under the said Act, or an engineer's 
certificate of either of the grades referred to in section 31 of the 
said Act.” 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
India Office —The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
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prepared to receive Tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply 

1. Locomotives and duplicates. 

2. Wheels with steel axles. 

3. Steel bearing and volute springs. 


The Conditions of Contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that Office by J'wo o’clock P.M. on 
poor the 17th May, 1898, after which time no Tender will be 
received. 


SUPPRESSION OF THE Import Duty ON WHEAT, &C., IN SPAIN 
AND ITALY. 


A telegram, dated 7th May last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, reporting that a Royal 
Order of the above date removes all import duties from wheat, 
maize, barley, rye, rice and other cereals, potatoes, beans, and all 
kinds of flour, and prohibits the exportation of the same articles. 

A despatch, dated May 5 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir Clare Ford, H.M. Ambassador at Rome, stating 
that owing to the bread riots which have recently occurred in 
Italy, the Government have decided to suspend by Decree the 
import duty on wheat altogether until the 30th June next. 


DIscHARGING Goops aT StamBouL Custom House. 


With reference to a note on p. 211 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for February last, a despatch dated 25th April last has 
been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 
Constantinople, stating that a great improvement has been effected 
in respect to the arrangements for the unloading of lighters at 
the Stamboul Custom House, and that recently there were no 
longer any lighters waiting to be discharged. 


OPENING OF EXHIBITION OF UNITED STATES Propucts aT CARACAS. 


A despatch, dated 30th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at) Caracas, announcing the 
inauguration in that city of an Exhibition of United States 
products and manufactures, being intended as a practical step on 
the part of the United States towards supplanting European 
- products in the South American markets. 


THe Port or SavannaH (U.S.A.) 


According to a telegram, dated 9th May, from the British Vice- 
_ Consul at Savannah, “commerce with that port is absolutely safe.” 
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II—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly accounts of Trade and Navigation show that the 
value of the imports into the United Kingdom from forei 
countries and British possessions for the month ended 30th April, 
1898, was 40,246,716/. as compared with 35,136,555/. for April, 
1897, showing an increase of 5,110,1611. or 14.5 per cent. The 
exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures for April, 
1898, amounted in value to 17,496,011J. as against 19,700,1221. for 
April, 1897, a decrease of 2,204,111/. or 11.1 per cent: and the 
exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for April, 1898, 
were valued at 6,139,253/. a decrease of 1,168,928/. or 16.0 per 
cent. 


Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports for 
April, 1898, as compared with April, 1897, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended April 30. 
Seo Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ £ 
Food, drink and tobacco... ,088,195 |17,485,019 | 2,396,824 
Metals 1,701,612 | 1,750,809 49,197 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and ‘tanning 
substances ... 608,029 535,301 72,728 
Oils «| 522,568 614,103 91,535 — 
Raw materials ‘for manufactures «| 5,304,501 | 7,610,695 | 2,306,194 _ 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles = --./11,911,650 |12,250,789 339,139 
... £/35,136,555 |40,246,716 | 5,110,161 


The principal increase in the value of the imports for April, 
~ 1898, as compared with April, 1897, is under the category of 
articles of food and drink, corn of all kinds showing the large 
net increase of 1,578, 9811. ; potatoes have increased 234,6631. ; 
fish cured or salted, 199, 088. ; and bacon, 153,652/.; and all 
other kinds of meat, fresh or salted (except poultry), show increases. 
On the other hand the imports of coffee have decreased 137,211. 
Under the heading of raw materials for textile manufactures, wool 
of all kinds shows a net increase of £1,324,5581., and cotton (raw) 
944,9431. In other raw materials, caoutchouc shows an increase 
of 132,5841., and tallow and stearine of 104,.460/., but wood and 
timber of all kinds show a notable decrease of 236,2281. 


Ezports.— With regard to the exports for the month, the following 
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table shows the values for April, 1897, and April, 1898, and the 
increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended April 30. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
£ £ £ 2 
Animals living ae 78,499 86,894 8,395 
Articles of food and drink ... e| 922,135 771,876 -- 150,259 
Raw materials...» ... 1,662,060 | 1,445,325 216,735 
Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics «| 7,924,332 | 6,644,070 _ 1,280,262 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery) 2,958,212 | 2,670,392 287,820 
Machinery and millwork ee) 1,453,179 | 1,521,434 68,255 ae 
Miscellaneous ... 4,701,705 | 4,356,020 345,685 
Total £/19,700,122 {17,496,011 2,204,111 


The decrease in the value of yarns and textile fabrics exported 
in April, 1898, as compared with April, 1897, is accounted for 
chiefly by the decline in the exports of linen yarn and piece goods 
(decrease of 302,518I.); woollen tissues, 219,320/.; and worsted 
tissues, 492,957]. 

The chief decrease in textiles of all kinds has been to the United 
States of America, as will be seen by the following table :— 


Exports to the United States. 
Description of Textile Goods. 

April, 1897. April, 1898, 
£ £ 
Cotton piece goods of all kinds... 228,476 88,028 
Woollen tissues eee 226,848 6,219 
Worsted 5, ove 532,346 38,158 
Carpets (not being rugs)... 6,946 1,141 


The large decrease shown in the above table may, however, be 
partly accounted for by the increased exports in 1897 before the 
coming into operation of the Dingley Tariff. The exports of 
machinery last month showed a recovery from the effects of the 
late engineers’ dispute, but the exports of most kinds of metal, 
including hardware and cutlery, showed a decrease. 

Taking now the trade for the first four months of 1898 as 
compared with a similar period of 1897, the value of the imports 
from foreign countries and British possessions amounted to 
159,317,6231. as compared with 152,764,7811., showing an increase 
of 6,552,842I.: the exports of British and Irish produce and manu- 
factures were valued at 75,203,129/. as against 78,998,309/., a 
decrease of 3,795,180/., and the exports of foreign and colonial 
merchandise at 21,250,025/. as against 21,958,157/., a decrease of 
708,1821. 
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TII—WARNING TO BRITISH EXPORTERS TO BRAZIL. 


Attention has recently been directed at Rio de Janeiro to 
the action of the “Laboratorio Nacional,” or official analyst, 
whose duty it is to analyse imported wines, spirits, and alimentary 
substances before such articles are delivered to general consump- 
tion. The products of well-known British, French, and other 
firms have been condemned as injurious to public health. 

The law under which the operations of analysis are effected is 
as follows :— 

“The wines, lard, as well as any alimentary substance, con- 
demned by the National Laboratory cannot be cleared, and its 
owners or consignees shall be obliged to re-export them within the 
time indicated by the Inspectors of Customs, or, in case they do 
not do so, the articles shall be destroyed, and a fine of a thousand 
milreis imposed on the importers or consignees, in accordance with 
Article 15 of Law No. 489 of the 15th December, 1897. 

“The following are considered as injurious to public health and 
condemned : wines as well as all alimentary substances containing 
boric or salicylic acid, alcohol of bad quality, mineral acids, sul- 
phuric, sulphurous, nitric, hydrochloric acids, sulphites, alum, 
fluorilicates, fluorides, alkaline, saccharin, salts of strontium, lead. 
zinc, tin, arsenic, antimony, sulphate of potash in quantities of 
more than two grammes per litre of wine, except for wines of 
alcoholic grade above 20, for which four grammes of sulphate of 
potash per litre will be allowed: for beer substitutes for hops—as 
absinthe, quassia, colchicum, picrotonine, colocynth, nux vomica, 
picric acid, aloes, as well as essences prepared with greasy ethers, 
colouring matter derived from coal and combined with lead, 
mercury, copper, arsenic, antimony, barium, or any other sub- 
stance recognised, or which may be recognised, by science as 
injurious to health. 

“ And in all cases the importation of wine recognised as artificial 
is prohibited, even though it does not contain substances injurious 
to health, and the first part of this disposition shall be applicable 
when within the time fixed by the inspector, such wines are not 
re-exported by the interested party.” 

It is, moreover, to be noticed that the articles above mentioned 
cannot be submitted to analysis at ports situated in other states 
and remote from the capital. Under the provisions of the 
following regulation, dated 11th October, 1897, which is still in 
force, samples must be sent to Rio even in the case of marks well 
known in the International Commerce, if unknown in the local 
markets. Thus a very serious delay may be experienced in the 
delivery of such goods :— 

“ Seeing that most of the states are not provided with labora- 
tories for the analysis of substances comprised in Article 40 of 
Law No. 428 of 10th December, 1896, and that innumerable 
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claims have been raised with regard to the analyses made in 
some of these institutions whenever any article is imported which 
is unknown in the local market, and on which the National Labo-. 
ratory has not yet pronounced, they should officially transmit to 
this department a sample for examination. They are to proceed 
similarly whenever any imported article is suspected or denounced 
as being injurious to public health. 

“Outside these cases the Department of the States must be 
guided by the analyses of the National Laboratory published in the 
“ Boletine da Alfandega do Rio de Janeiro,” and in the Diario 
Official Circular No. 16 of the 11th of March last. 

At present the steps which have been taken by different foreign | 
governments with a view to ensuring the modification of these 
regulations have proved ineffectual. 


IV.--ANGLO-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN’ 
BRUSSELS. 


The British and American community in Belgium have just 
formed an Anglo-American Chamber of Commerce at Brussels . 
with an influential Council. The objects of the Chamber are to. 
promote measures calculated to benefit, protect, and forward the 
mercantile and trading interests of its members in Belgium, and - 
to represent and express their sentiments on commercial affairs. 
Suitable premises have been secured at 29, Boulevard Anspach, in. 
the centre of the town. Numerous applications for membership 
have been received from all parts of the country, and the British 
and American trading interests in Antwerp are already particu- 
larly strongly represented. All information concerning the: 
Chamber may be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, Mr. H, - 
Waterlow. 
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V.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF CHINA IN 1897. 


The following account of the Foreign Trade of China during 
the year 1897 is taken from the Returns of Trade drawn up by the 
Imperial Maritime Customs. 

The value of the Foreign Trade of China during 1897 might 
fairly have been expected to compare unfavourably with the 
figures for 1896. The year opened with large stocks on hand, 
and import business was early hampered by a falling exchange. 
The temporary return of confidence, brought about by steadier 
rates during the early summer, was soon destroyed by the 
phenomenal decline which commenced in July and lasted till 
September, bringing severe losses upon native buyers, and 
involving some of them in bankruptcy. The uneasiness caused 
by the startling political events in the north, combined 
with a scarcity of silver, partly due to the withdrawal of the 
Japanese yen, and with the uncertainty of the course of exchange, 
practically put a stop to all Import business during the autumn 
and winter months. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the value 
of Imports was *Hk. Tls. 238,631 higher than in 1896, and as the 
value of Exports showed an increase of over 32 million taels, the 
total value of the Foreign trade during 1897, aggregating 
Hk. Tls. 366,329,983 resulted in an excess of Hk. T's. 32,658,568 
over the figures for any preceding year—a most satisfactory proof 
of the sound basis upon which the foreign commerce of China 
rests, and striking evidence of the expansion which will follow 
improved means of communication. 

The trade in Cotton Piece Goods shows, as was expected, a 
falling off from the figures of 1896. American goods, however, 
continue to increase in favour— Drills showing an improvement of 
over 300,000 pieces, Jeans of over 15,000 pieces, and Sheetings 
of nearly 170,000 pieces-—but these are almost the only exceptions 
to the general decline. Shirtings of all kinds, except Plain Dyed, 
fell off. Drills, except American, show a heavy decrease, while 
Jeans improved. Of Sheetings, except American, less were 
imported by over half a million pieces. On the whole, the year, 
owing to the fall in exchange and the heavy stocks carried over 
from 1896, was one of the worst on record for the Piece Goods 
trade. The favour which American goods find in the Chinese 
market is due to their cheapness. Freights from America are 
lower than from Europe, and the high prices which protection 
enables American manufacturers to obtain from consumers at 
home, allow them to export the balance of their out-turns and lay 
it down in China at attractive rates. It is a strange result of 
protection that American manufacturers should be able to clothe 
the Chinese partly at the expense of Americans themselves. 
The importation of inferior qualities of plain goods seems 
likely to cease, the products of Chinese mills gradually taking 
their place. Even before the erection of local Cotton mills an 
increasing importation of Cotton yarn had shown that the people 

* The average value of the Haikwan Tael in 1897 was 2s. 11}d. 
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prefer a home-made article in the commoner grades, and of late 
years importations have contained a larger proportion of finer 
goods. ‘his tendency is likely to become more marked in the 
future, and in connection with this subject it is interesting to note 
that while the importation of English and Indian Cotton yarn fell 
off in 1897, that of Japanese yarn was more than doubled. , 

Exports—Low exchange is evidently causing a steady increase 
in the Export trade, although the scarcity and consequent dearness 
of copper cash is believed by many to hamper the trade in no 
inconsiderable degree. In spite of a further falling off in the ship- 
ments of Tea, the value of the Exports exceeded that of 1896 by 
over 32 million taels. The year 1895 held the record with a value 
of Atk. Tls, 143,293,211, but 1897 has beaten this easily and stands 
at Hk. Tls. 163,501,358, which nearly doubles the figure for 1887, 
although at that time the tables included the exports from 
Formosa. It is satisfactory to note that the increase is not due to 
an exceptional demand for a particular article, and almost every 
item, except Tea, has shared in the expansion. It might be 
thought that the increased value could probably be explained 
by better prices obtained in consequence of low exchange, but it 
will be seen that quantities as well as values have increased. While 
Black Brick Tea shows an increase of 3,512 piculs,* every other 
kind of Tea declined. Black Tea fell from 912,417 to 764,915 
piculs, Green 'l'ea from 216,999 to 201,168 piculs. 

It will be observed that the shipments of Tea to India, consist- 
ing almost entirely of Green Teas, fell from 46,737 to 11,441 
piculs. These Teas are not consumed in India, but are destined 
for Central Asia. From Bombay they are shipped to Karachi, 
whence they are carried by camel caravans, vid Peshawar, Cabul, 
- and Herat, to Bokhara, Samarkand, and other distributing centres. 
Another route is from Bombay to Bander Abbas in the Persian 
Gulf, and thence by caravan through Persia to Askabad, &c. 
The falling off in the shipments to Bombay may be partly ascribed 
to large stocks held over from last season, and to the disorganisa- 
tion of trade brought about by the bubonic plague; but the 
chief cause is to be found in a diversion of the route by which 
they reach Central Asia, Batoum taking the place of Bombay as 
the port to which they are shipped directly from China. The 
development of this route is due to the opening of the Central 
Asian Railway, and for some time a considerable and increasin 
quantity of Tea has been transhipped to Batoum via Port Said, 
By the old overland routes from Karachi and Bander Abbas 
there are many difficulties to be encountered, such as taxation 
when passing through Afghanistan or Persia, risk from robbers, 
expense of transport, and uncertainty as to the length of time 
occupied on the land journey. Moreover, owing to the dangers of 
the road, a sufficient number of merchants have to combine their 
caravans for mutual protection, and thus there is often delay before 
a start can be made. On the other hand, Teas shipped direct to 
Batoum are brought at once into communication with the railway 

* Picul = 1334 lbs. avoirdupois, 
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and reach their final destination, or some place within easy reach 
of it, with security and despatch. It is said that of the small 
quantity of Tea shipped to Bombay in 1897 a proportion was 
subsequently reshipped to Batoum, and that shippers are 
establishing agencies along the line of railway. The Russian 
Government is encouraging the adoption of this route and making 
a considerable reduction in the Import Duty levied on Tea brought 
fo Batoum in vessels flying the Russian flag. 

A remarkable rise from 6,03 4 to 62,741 piculs will be remarked 
in the Brick Tea shipped to Great Britain. This was due to an 
interesting experiment which was tried with promising results. 
Brick Tea destined for Central Siberia was shipped from Hankow 
to London, where it was transhipped to steamers leaving: about 
the end of June for the mouth of the Yenisei river, and was thence 
waterborne to Krasnoyarsk, where it reached the Siberian railway. 
The expenses of this route are said to be lower than those incurred 
by overland carriage, and should the limited period during which 
the Kara Sea is open to navigation not prove a serious obstacle, a 
‘yearly increase in the shipments of Brick Tea to Great Britain 
‘may be expected. 

Although the export of Silk exceeded that of 1896, it did not 
‘compare favourably with 1895. A large crop was anticipated, but 
owing perhaps to the worms having suffered during their early 
stages by a long spell of rainy weather, it fell short of expectations. 
‘Prices in consequence were pushed up rapidly, the demand from 
‘abroad justifying buyers in operating freely. The drop in exchange 
‘during the summer caused a further advance, the well-known “ Gold 
Kiling” chop obtaining the fine price of 7s. 470. Exporters 
did well in consequence of the low exchange and the good prices 
obtaining abroad. Stocks in hand are said to be very low, and 
prices are likely to rule high during 1898. In the North, the 
great demand for cocoons required by the filatures made buying 
‘difficult, owing to the high prices asked, and many filatures were 
unable to procure enough for their wants. Those filatures which 
sold their out-turn when exchange was low made handsome profits, 
but others suffered loss. Seeing that the northern Chinese Silk 
‘is intrinsically the finest in the world, it is disappointing to 
Jearn that little or no improvement in the reeling has taken 
‘place, and that a trade which should be an increasing source 
of wealth to the people is gradually being diverted to other 
channels in consequence of defective reeling and adulteration. 
‘Owing to these causes, and to heavy internal taxation, the Silk 
trade of China, unless a change is made, will feel more and more 
severely the competition of Japan, where the Silk, although of an 
inferior quality, is so cultivated and handled that it finds an 
‘annually increasing sale. These remarks apply to the Silk which 
‘is teeled by native methods, and more especially to the Silks of 
Northern China. In the Canton district certain improvement is 
‘visible, and the export of Steam Filature Silk increased from 
-27,041 to 41,485 piculs, which makes it evident that the salvation 
of the trade—given a more intelligent cultivation of the worms 
and a resulting improvement in the cocoons—must be looked for 
in this direction. 
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VI—THE TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE YANGTZE- 
KIANG IN 1897. 


With reference to the article on the trade and shipping of the 
Yangtze-Kiang pubiished in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
February last, a copy has now been received of the returns of 
Chinese Trade for the year 1897, which are issued by the Chinese 
_ Imperial Customs. 

The following table, in continuation of that published in the 
February number, shows the net value of the import trade (dis- 
tinguishing foreign and native imports) of the Treaty Ports of the 
Yangtze for each of the years 1895—1897 :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 
PORTS. 

d Forrien. Forrren. NAtIve. Foreren, Native. 

H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H.Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Shanghai .| 23,864,285 9,493,575 | 42,466,210 | 10,737,873 | 31,725,393 | 10,941,193 
Chinkiang 12,622,423 5,334,099 | 12,637,832 5,781,383 | 13,285,419 5,781,199 
Wuhu ... 3,733,303 | 1,865,752 | 4,255,747 | 1,860,479 | 3,700,373 | 1,955,867 
Kiukiang 4,733,820 465,535 5,835,876 809,1 6,563,311 1,221,676 
Hankow 13,154,362 6,024,248 | 14,193,537 6,663,411 | 17,172,351 8,007,897 
Shasi ... = — 3,338 2,753 48,428 86,864 
Ichang... 625,175 392,122 899,558 844,775 647,902 722,528 
Chungking 5,618,213 1,238,816 6,928,954 979,386 8,443,947 2,776,171 
Total H. Taels| 64,351,581 | 24,814,147 | 87,221,052 | 27,679,162 | 81,587,124 | 31,493,395 
£) 10,524,180 3,946,122 | 14,536,842 4,613,194 | 12,323,055 4,756,805 


The value of the exports in the same three years from the 
Yangtze Ports was as follows :— 


Ports. 1895 1896 1897 

H. Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Shanghai a 61,632,482 41,831,213 59,166,376 
Chinkiang ra 11,894,126 4,530,994 5,078,728 
Juhu ... 2,360,427 6,508,602 3,232,121 
Kiukiang 9,032,999 7,605,123 7,080,576 
Hankow 25,828,892 23,449,545 24,540,382 
Shasi — 36,023 181,220 
Ichang ... 478,734 465,970 423,950 
Chungking 6,396,743 5,223,229 6,751,258 
Total H. Taels| 117,124,408 88,650,699 106,454,606 

£| 19,152,720 14,676,117 16,024,081 
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With regard to the shipping in Chinese Waters during the year 


1897, no returns are yet available to show the share of the United 


Kingdom in the carrying trade of the Yangtze as distinguished 
from the other Treaty Ports, but the following table shows the 
total tonnage of entries and clearances at all the Treaty Ports for 
the year 1897, distinguishing British, Chinese and German flags:— 


Flag. No. Tonnage. 
British ... 21,140 21,891,043 
Chinese ... 18,889 7,819,980 
German .., 1,858 1,658,094 
All Other 2,613 2,383,245 
Total 44,500 33,752,362 


From this table it is seen that, in the year 1897, the United 
Kingdom absorbed 64°8 per cent. of the total tonnage of the 
carrying trade at Chinese treaty ports, and China 23:1 per cent. 
(chiefly sailing vessels, and all employed in the coasting trade). 
Germany is accountable for 41 per cent. of the remainder, or about 


5 per cent. of the whole. 
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VIL—THE DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH TRADE WITH 
EGYPT. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
opy of the Annual Report of the British Chamber of Commerce 

of Egypt for 1897, which contains much interesting and valuable 
information likely to be of service to British merchants and traders. 
With regard to the import trade in Manchester goods, the Chamber 
thinks it necessary to call the attention of British makers of cotton 
zephyrs and other cotton fancies to the fact that these articles are 
being replaced by continental makes to a certain extent, and it 
would be also well for makers of linen, damasks, sheetings, &c., 
and of linen handkerchiefs, &c., to bestir themselves if they wish 
to retain their trade with Egypt. ‘The velvet and velveteen 
trade is now almost entirely done from the continent. Were 
British makers to adopt the continental makers’ system, it is 
probable that they would have little difficulty in keeping ahead or 
abreast of their neighbours, seeing that the British-made article is 
frequently not put before buyers in Egypt in such a practical 
manner as the continental one. The continental maker appoints 
a resident agent, to whom full ranges of patterns or samples are 
sent ; and, moreover, a traveller comes to Egypt twice a year with 
instructions to accept the country’s usance as to terms, in good 
time to take his orders, and get the merchandise to Egypt suffi- 
ciently early for each season. ‘The agent has every inducement to 
push such an agency, since he is not expected to sink capital of his 
own in articles, which are perhaps susceptible of getting out of 
fashion, or which he may not understand so well as he does 
those which he imports for his own account. It may here be 
mentioned that cases of foreign agencies in British hands are 
very rare, whilst British agencies in 1 foreign hands are extremely 
numerous. Such of those British makers, whose names are in 
several instances household words at home and abroad, who 
have representatives in Egypt, have entrusted their interests, 
with but few exceptions, to foreign firms. By this it must 
not be implied that the principals suffer at the hands of a 
foreign agent, but certainly, given the same liberal diamine 
towards office, advertising and other incidental expenses, which 
are necessary to push trade, a British agent would prove an equally 
capable representative, and under such circumstances houses at 
home might easily cause themselves to be represented by persons 
of their own nationality. 

Another important branch of the Egyptian import trade is that 
in machinery, engineering, and contracting. 

Ploughing, thrashing, and general farming implements are still 
not much in vogue, except on very large estates and Government 
lands. 

The land, being flat, is most suitable for their use, and, if the 
Egyptian Army is to be kept up to a greater strength than at 
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present, hand labour will become scarcer, and this class of 
machinery will replace it. 

Lately the system adopted abroad of letting out on hire 
thrashing machines and traction engines was contemplated, but 
the scheme has fallen through for the present. 

These machines are now made to perfection, whereas at the 
outset the mechanism for cutting and bruising the straw to adapt 
it as food for cattle was defective. 

The cotton ginning industry is very extensive all over the 
country. Some 3,000 to 3,500 gins are at work every year. This 
plant may be said to be almost all of British make. Large factories, 
running as many as 150 gins, are not likely to throw up the use 
of them, unless some new and cheaper method springs up, which 
seems unlikely to occur; the system in vogue is that of the “knife” 
gin, whereas in America the “saw” gin is used, and this has been 
tried repeatedly in Egypt without success, in consequence of the 
staple not being pliant to this sort of ginning. 

The manufacture of machinery for this industry therefore will, 
in all probability, remain in British hands. 

A very serious evil, however, presents itself to the disadvantage 
of the English manufacturer. By constant working at a speed of 
900 revolutions, the gins are subject to get out of repair, to 
breakage, &c., and the parts required to be replaced are counter- 
feited in Europe, and even in Egypt. 

Gin leather for the rollers is imported to the value of 12,0001. 
per annum, which is all brought out from England. 

Only three large complete corn-milling plants are working in 
Egypt, two in Alexandria and one in Cairo. The rest of the milling 
is done by small plants of two and sometimes three and four pairs 
of 3 ft. to 3 ft. 6 in. and 4 ft. mills, on continuous iron frames, 
with French burr-stones, worked by portable and fixed engines. 

Roller milling is entirely repudiated by the natives, and, for the 
system practised in the villages of mixing grain with maize, the 
present method works satisfactorily, although many accidents 
happen through faultily manufactured stones, or want of care and 
proper supervision on the part of the person in charge. 

This industry is exclusively worked with British machinery, 
with the exception of one or two cases, where French and Italian 
motor power has been adopted. 

There are only a few rice mills working in Egypt. This 
machinery is not extensive nor a paying business, chiefly on 
account of the abundant supply of water required for the growing 
of rice, which element is not always sufficiently obtainable, thus 
causing failure of crop. 

To this must be added another drawback to the cultivator, con- 
sisting in the competition created by shipments of this article from 
Burmah and other Eastern sources to Egypt and Europe, which 
affects largely the consumption of Egyptian produce, both locally’ 
as well as abroad. 

_ The demand in the line of pumping plant for irrigation tallies 
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almost with that of last year, with the addition of several important 
concessions which have been given out by Governmentforpermission 
to irrigate in Upper Egypt. They consist of centrifugal pumps of 
36 inches and 40 inches diameter, with necessary motors, and 
almost all of British manufacture, although a foreign make of 
engines and boilers is gradually gaining a footing in Egypt. 

Pumps of French manufacture are also being introduced, whilst 
hitherto they came all from England; these latter at the outset 
are more expensive, but prove very efficient and economical in the 
long run. 

The irrigation system necessarily needs the most careful control 
on the part of the Government, and this is strictly enforced in the 
various districts. 

No pumping plant is permitted to be established, unless a strict 
and very formal written agreement is passed between the Govern- 
ment and the landowner, as all the water passing through the 
“ barrage ” has to be accounted for. 

The old “sakiehs” and “shadoofs” are gradually being abandoned 
and replaced by portable engines and centrifugal pumps. 

Many British agricultural machinery makers are represented in 
Egypt by foreign agents, whose extreme eagerness to secure 
business creates a very marked competition amongst themselves, 

.and renders spot prices for these articles of British industry 
lower than those ruling in other foreign countries. 

Several contracts for the work of lock and sluice gates for 
irrigation purposes have been carried out, but Belgium reaps all 
the benefit thereof, as English prices have been lately exorbitantly 
high, possibly perhaps attributable to the recent engineering 
dispute, which sadly hampered and obstructed all branches of this 


trade. 


It must be remembered that engagements for delivery of 
material, at the appointed time, must be strictly observed, as 
otherwise there exists the risk of missing the means of transport 
by water in due time, or be flooded out of the work by the overflow 
of the Nile. 

An iron factory on a large scale has been started in Egypt, and 
is securing all available scrap, and turning it into marketable 
bars, plates, &c.; in fact, if the supply for the furnaces can be 
kept up, there will no doubt be a falling-off in the import of 
foreign brands, as the quality is suitable for the general wants, 
and the business is increasing. 

Special brands, such as “ Lowmoor,” “ Bowling” and Swedish 
bars, continue to be imported for stock or special works, as . 
hitherto. 

Tron bridge work has been largely imported these twelve months, 
and all from foreign houses. 

One new bridge across the Nile at Kafr-Zayat is on the way to 
completion, and the new material for the repairs to another one 
at Embabeh is now on the harbour quays. 

The supply of rails for 1897 for the Daira Sanieh was given to a 
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Belgian firm, who has often supplied the Egyptian market, for 
1,600 tons of rails at p. t. 551 per ton of 1,000 kilos. 


The other railways have had their usual requirements, except a | 


local company near Alexandria, which is doubling its line, and has 
provided itself to complete the new section. 

New workshops have been built by the Egyptian Railway 
Adminstration, and large and heavy tools and machinery erected, 
necessary to keep up with the increased traffic. 

These orders have almost, without exception, gone into the 
English market, but when they will be completed is problematical. 

Electric lighting is another branch of trade which is progressing, 
especially for household purposes. It is offered at cheap rates, and 
will no doubt meet with public favour, being far preferable, 
especially in the Egyptian hot climate, to the very ordinary quality 
of gas supplied by the gas company, to whom their concession 
gives the right of supplying also the electric light. 

Up to the present moment the electric light is used on two 
trains only of the Government Railways, with scarcely satisfactory 
results, and, besides, the expense being incurred for so small a 
supply is decidedly excessive. 

It seems now that the Gas Company have engaged to light all 
Cairo by electricity in lieu of gas, which offer has been entertained 
by the Government, and this leads to the hope that its adoption 
will, after Cairo, be extended to Alexandria. 

The Committee of the Chamber have made various suggestions 
regarding possible improvements in British trade methods in 
Egypt as follows :— 

~The total imports from the United Kingdom largely exceed 
in value those of any other country, but this arises from the 
overwhelming superiority in two classes of goods alone—viz., 
textiles and coals. In many other articles forming part of Great 
Britain’s important manufactures—such as hardware, hosiery, 
china, earthenware, boots and shoes, sporting guns, &c.—her parti- 
cipation in the Egyptian trade appears to be unduly small. 

This, no doubt, is caused by the comparative greater cheapness 
of Continental productions, and the home exporter of such mer- 
chandise would do well to give special attention to the question 
of price. High-class, and therefore expensive, goods find but few 


_ purchasers on the Egyptian market; what is wanted is a cheap 


article, with as much quality as can be put into it for the money. 
Trade can only be satisfactorily developed anywhere by consulting 
the tastes and paying capacity of the buyers, and in Egypt both 
of these point to cheapness as the principal desideratum. 

Complaints are not unfrequently heard of the British method of 
quoting prices for goods, with delivery at the place of manufacture 
only, thus leaving to the buyer the obligation of ascertaining all the 
intermediate expenses up to the moment when the articles reach 
his hands. 

As a rule French houses quote prices delivered at Marseilles, 
Bordeaux, Havre or Antwerp, and German, Belgian or Austrian 
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firms at Hamburg, Antwerp or Trieste. If the British exporter 
cannot improve upon this by quoting c.i.f. Alexandria, he would 
certainly do well to give his figures f.o.b. at a home port, whenever 
this may be possible. 

Five years ago the Egyptian Customs Administration officially 
adopted the metric system, the weights and measures of which are 
now in general use at other Government Administrations, and are 
much more intelligible to the majority of traders in Egypt, than 
are those employed at home. 

By an Act passed last Parliamentary Session the use of the metric 
system was made permissive in the United Kingdom, and its 
adoption, within the degre of what is practicable, in the Egyptian 
trade, would certainly greatly tend to facilitate business. 

Not a few of the respectable retail dealers in Egypt, both 
British and foreign, complain of the rigour of the terms of home 
exporters compared with Continental sellers, the latter, especially 
the Germans, being much more liberal in their credits, and 
altogether making such obvious efforts to meet the desires of their 
buyers, as to secure the sympathies of the local British dealer 
himself. It seems clear that some relaxation of the present terms 
might judicially be made to traders of whatever nationality, whose 
antecedents merit it, and it should be the aim of the British 
resident, agent or traveller, to qualify himself to advise his 
principals on this point. 

While saying this, it is necessary to sound a note of warning 
against the great danger of according credits to traders without 
prior enquiry as to their standing. More than one such case 
within the knowledge of the Committee where this was done, has 
terminated disastrously. 

Although the commercial travellers of British nationality are 
more to be seen in Egypt than formerly, they are still inferior in 
point of numbers to those of their Continental competitors, and 
their forces undoubtedly require to be increased. ‘The French and 
Italian languages are those most commonly known amongst the 
middlemen in Egypt, with whom the travellers would have to deal, 
and of whose tongues, or at least one of them, they ought to 
possess a colloquial knowledge. The visits to Egypt of these 
agents with such frequency, and at such seasons as may be found 
expedient in their respective lines of business, could not fail to 
have an influence infinitely superior to the most lavish distribution 
of trade circulars. 

When destined for other than British houses, circulars and trade 
lists should be either in French or Italian, and the weights and 
measures of the metric system employed. If the Egyptian tariff 
piastre—of which 97; form one pound sterling—were used for the 
price quotations, these publications would attain the maximum of 
clearness and intelligibility for all classes of foreign purchasers of 
British goods residing in Egypt. 

Quotations thus made in the money of the country would 
necessarily imply that any loss on exchange in getting the funds 
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home would be for account of the British vendor, and in cases 
where the latter would be unwilling to accept this as one of the 
possible charges on the business, a note to that effect might be 
inserted in the circulars. 

In an able report upon the Commercial Relations of Great 
Britain and Egypt, made in 1896, by Mr. Rennell Rodd, C.M.G., 
the writer refers to the extent to which British trade in Egypt is 
conducted through foreign agents as being a possible prelude to a 
considerable falling off in the amount of British imports. It is 
indeed remarkable to notice the number of foreign representatives 
in Egypt of all classes of British commercial interests, and it 


‘cannot be but a matter of great regret that home exporters seem 


so entirely indifferent to this important question of nationality, 


‘presenting therein a striking contrast to what Mr. Rodd terms the 


“ commercial patriotism ” of their Continental rivals. 
It is by no means rare to find foreign agents of British firms 
representing also Continental houses who supply a similar descrip- 


‘tion of goods ; and without making any imputation whatever to the 
“prejudice of the commercial methods of such agents, it seems 
‘impossible under these circumstances that the same justice can be 


done to their British constituents as would be the case were 


‘the interests of these latter confided to an agent of their own 


nationality. 
If it be true, as affirmed, that the British exporter is sometimes 


‘Induced to accept the services of foreign resident agents by the 


fact that they charge him a lower rate of selling commission than 


‘would be asked by a British agent, the exporter would do well to 
‘reflect as to how far this is likely to compensate for the manifest 


drawbacks attached to entrusting his interests to firms, however 
honourable, who represent at the same time his most active, 


enterprising, and intelligent Continental rivals, and with whom are, 
‘as a matter of course, all their national and personal sympathies. 


The Committee of the Chamber state that they hold their 
services entirely at the disposal of home firms for any information 
which may be desired about Egypt, and will be happy to continue 


‘ to reply to all enquiries made with a view to developing business 
relations with Egypt. On the other hand, they venture to express 

the hope that manufacturers, coal exporters, steamship owners, 
‘insurance companies, cotton brokers, and all classes of the home 
~commercial community, interested in the Egyptian trade, will, by 


becoming members of the Chamber, afford it the support absolutely 
necessary to the development, of which that trade is undoubtedly 
susceptible. 


| 
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VILL—REVIVAL OF TRADE WITH THE SOUDAN. 


The annual report of the British Chamber of Commerce of 
Egypt for 1897 states that an important market is no doubt 
opening up for British goods in the extensive territory now being 
recovered for Egypt in the Soudan, which might be advantageously 
— by agents directed from a central office established in 

airo. 

It must, however, not be forgotten, that for many years past 
these countries have been under a blighting despotism, which 
cannot have failed to result in an impoverished population, who 
will require some years of good government before the tide of 
prosperity amongst them can be expected to set in. It will there- 
fore, no doubt, be cheap goods—and cheap goods only—which, in 
the immediate future, will find a ready sale in the new provinces. 

In connection with the above may be noted also, the remarks of 
H.M. Consul at Suakin in his report for the year 1897. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series 2052.) He states that, after the occupation ’ 
of Berber by the Egyptian troops on September 13th last, 
permission was given to merchants at Suakin to despatch goods 
to Berber at their own risk. A lively trade at once sprang 
up, and has continued, with one or two temporary interruptions, 
up till now, without any caravan having been intercepted by the 
enemy or in any way molested by the natives along the road. 

The following is a list of the merchandise despatched from 
Suakin to the interior during the three last months of the year 
1897, with a rough estimate of its value. A camel load may be 
taken to average from 500 to 550 lbs., though much, of course, 
depends upon the bulk and shape of the packages :— 


Description of Merchandise. 
£ 

Cotton goods ... 46 1,300 
Alcoholic liquors 180 1,192 
Sugar ... ae 225 712 
Spices ... owe 52 413 
Coffee ... ose 3 41 
Other articles ... 191 834 

Total vr 1,035 6,753 


Of the above total, 26 loads, of which 13 were cotton goods 
and 11 sugar, were despatched to Kassala, the road to which place 
was declared open just before the end of the year. The rest, 
which may be estimated at about 252 tons, went to Berber. 
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The produce of the Soudan, imported into Suakin by land 


during the year, was as under :— 


Articles. Quantity. 

Gum .-.» Camel loads 4,839 39,685 
Ivory oo. ” 16 1,365 
Senna ... Donkey loads 1,479 270 
Edibles ... Camel loads 8 17 
Mats... Packages 484 96 
Other articles ... ake 418 142 


IX.—TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF THE PHILIPPINES. 


The following information with regard to the economic condition 
of the Philippine Islands is taken from the most recent reports of 
the British Consular Officials at Manila and other ports. 

The principal islands are Luzon, the most northerly of the 
group, in which is situated Manila, the head centre of trade; the 
Visayas group, including Panay and Cebu (where are Iloilo and 
Cebu, the other chief ports of the Archipelago) and Mindanao 
in the south. The total population is estimated at 7,030,000 souls, 

The trade of the Philippines is largely in the hands of the 
Chinese, of whom there are 50,000 in Manila alone, engaged in 
every branch of commerce and industry; but there are old- 
established British firms at Manila with branch establishments at 
Iloilo and Cebu, and, in latter years, the Germans, Belgians and 
Swiss have been extending their trading operations to a remarkable 
extent. 

The following table shows the value of the import trade of the 
principal articles into the three chief ports of the Archipelago for 
the years 1895 and 1896, the latest obtainable. Owing, however, 
to the absence of official statistics, the figures must be looked upon 
as approximate only, being based on commercial information 
supplied to H.M. Consuls by merchants resident at the ports :— 


Imports. 
Ports. 

1895, 1896. 

£ 
Manila... | 1,367,000 | 1,587,500 
Tloilo ose ose ove 145,500 135,000 
Cebu ooo ose 2,000 
oe ove 1,512,500 1,724,590 
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The principal articles imported include :— 

From Spain.—Printed cotton cambrics, coloured yarns, gunny 
bags, hats, umbrellas, leather goods, most of the wine, comestibles, 
etc., lentils, pulse, beans, etc., and beer. 

From the United Kingdom.—Goods made of fine yarns, such as 
book muslins, etc., printed jaconets, corrugated and sheet iron 
for roofing, cast iron and yellow metal goods, earthenware, tinned 
provisions, ham, bacon, and flour. 

From Germany.—Hardware and galvanised and enamelled iron 
goods, cutlery, paints and oils, and beer. 

From the United Stales.—Practically all the flour consumed on 
the Manila market. 

The protective tariff which came into force in 1891 has caused 
a large and steadily increasing quantity of the trade in cotton 
goods and yarns to be diverted from the United Kingdom to 
Barcelona, and has also put a stop, practically, to the import of 
linen goods. Gunny bags, which used to be imported from 
Calcutta, come now almost exclusively from Barcelona, and Spain 
likewise provides the greater part of the comestibles, wine, etc., for 
the same reason. ‘lhe staple products and principal articles of 
export from the Philippines are tobacco (leaf and cigars), sugar, 
hemp, and copra; and, of minor importance, coffee, sapan wood 
and buffalo hides. The following table shows the value of the 
exports of the principal articles for the years 1895 and 1896 :— 


Articles, 1895. 1896. 
Value. Value. 

Tobacco (leaf) ... one 450,000 500,000 
Cigars eee 145,000 150,000 
Sugar iba 1,205,000 1,600,000 
Hemp ses 1,665,000 1,500,000 
Copra ove ove 283,000 375,000 


The latest Report of H.M. Consul at Manila says that for the 
year 1897-98, as far as the Luzon sugar crop is concerned, the 
outlook is poor, and that the recent rebellion in the islands will 
lead to an almost total absence of any supplies from some districts 
and a considerable falling-off in them. There is a large quantity 
of sugar machinery imported into the Philippines every year, 
mostly of British manufacture ; but more lately German manu- 
facturers have been. sending out some burnished mills which have 
taken the fancy of many of the native planters, who like show and 
also long credit. 

The principal customers for Philippine goods are the United 
States, the United Kingdom, China and Japan. In 1896, 81,614 
tons of sugar were exported to the United States, while China 
took 65,974 tons, United Kingdom 56,327 tons, and Japan 
22,025. During the same year the United Kingdom imported 
50,940 tons of hemp from the Philippines, and the United States 
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45,041 tons. China and Japan took 98,310,000 cigars, United 
Kingdom 26,954,000, and the rest of the Continent of Europe 
42,890,000. 
The natural products of the islands are timber—including many 
valuable woods yielding resins, gums, dye products, fine-grained 
ornamental woods, and heavy timber suitable for building purposes 
-—copper, and copper and iron pyrites. In Paracale and North 
Camarines there are veins of gold worked by the natives, and in 
the rivers of Sapan, Casiguran and New Ecija there are found gold 
pyrites of good quality, while in Mambulao and Camarines there 
are gold mines in operation. There are also many hot springs of 
iron and sulphur waters, all of excellent medicinal properties. The 
two coal mines situated in the east coast of the Island of Cebu are 
said to yield sufficient coal to supply the local demand, and the 
: romid is stated to be a little inferior to Australian and better than 


apanese. 


X.—THE MILITARY ORGANISATION OF GERMAN 
TRADE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2046), H.M. 
Consul at Dusseldorf, in a review of the progress of Germany as a 
commercial nation, remarks that, in the history of the commercial 
world, there is no parallel case of an old country having made such 
strides towards commercial success within half a century as that of 
Germany, which was only constituted an Empire some 27 years 
ago, during which time such an abnormally long depression in 
trade was passed through with a huge army to support, a navy to 
create and develop, and so much to learn. The thing is unique 
under a military, parental, and now Imperial Government. What 
is the great secret of this remarkable success? Its groundwork is 
military organisation applied to trade and industry to meet the 
requirements thereof. 

The Consul continues as follows :—‘ The fact that well-trained 
military men are the best organisers, even for industrial and com- 
mercial undertakings, is a conclusion I have come to after years 
of observation, gradually arrived at even against my inclination. 
Of course the young man has acquired a knowledge of his work, 
trade, or profession before entering the army; but even that he 
has learned from men who have served on land or at sea, so that 
‘discipline, though not in its complete form, has already been 
acquired. The army is the finishing school for practical life, one 
in which great attention is devoted to the development of the 
intellect of each member. The common soldier is consequently 
much better fitted for intelligent application to work. 

“All branches of general education are continued in the 
barrack school classes, under a searching supervision of the com- 
manding officers, with a complete system of examination as to 
proficiency—all, not merely in the interests of the army or navy 
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(where also the system is carried out on board ship), but of the 
State at large, consequently of industry and commerce. 

“Tt is a generally-admitted fact that divided responsibility is 
a mistake, as proved over and over again, not only in matters of 
State administrations, but in those of industry. It has been found 
in this country that, where the head management of such indus- 
trial works has been entrusted to a direction consisting of two 
members, the one technical, the other a commercial man, on equal 
footing, that the results are not nearly so successful as where the 
technical man is the responsible head manager, who understands 
the ‘work that has to be done. It appears to be much easier for 
soldiers, royal, civil, mechanical, and mining engineers to acquire 
the necessary commercial knowledge for management than for a 
merchant to understand matters technical. It is also very gene- 
‘rally found a mistake to manage works or mines by a board of 
directors consisting of bankers and retired men of business under 
a chairman, who, as a rule here, is a banker, and that the better 
plan is to have over the manager a board of supervision.” 


XI.—NEW COMMERCIAL HIGH SCHOOL AT LEIPSIC. 


The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Consul at Stettin 
the following particulars respecting the New Commercial High 
School (Handelshochschule) which was to be opened on the 26th 
‘April last. 

“The opening of the first German Handelshochschule at Leipsic 
is an occurrence that must be looked upon by merchants and those 
connected with the vast commerce of the United Kingdom as an 
object lesson of very serious import. It is an event that is hailed 
all over Germany by educated persons with the keenest interest 
and intense expectation as a great advance in the commercial 
education of the Empire. -The choice of Leipsic as the centre of 
Germany and the seat of an ancient and flourishing commerce, 
which during the last 20 years has developed to an enormous 
extent, and as also the seat of one of the oldest and most celebrated 
of the Universities, has been much approved. 

“The Handelshochschule has wide aims, it does not confine itself 
to clerks or young men interested in business, but opens its classes 
and lectures to merchants who are seeking for a higher commercial 
education to fit them for the duties which may some day devolve 
upon them as heads of large industrial and commercial firms; also 
to those who may be destined to represent the interests of German 
trade in foreign lands, such as Consuls, etc., in fact to all who 
have a desire to increase their knowledge in general commercial 
accomplishments or on any special industrial branch. It also is 
intended to give instruction to lawyers and retired officers of the 
Army and Navy in mercantile affairs, as for instance, the laws and 
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practice of insurance. Chemists who are employed as apothecaries 
in large druggists’ stores or in chemical works, will also find 
their classes and educational lectures in this comprehensive 
establishment. 

“Tts connection with the University of Leipsic, the second in 
Germany, with the collaboration of its leading professors, appears 
to give evident and unmistakable proof that the new institution 
will be carried on successfully, and that the excellent design of 
giving a deeper and better commercial education in all its branches 
may be fully realised. 

“The Leipsic Chamber of Commerce has given a financial 
guarantee for the working of the school, but under a subvention 
from the Saxon Government and a large yearly contribution from 
the City of Leipsic towards the expenses. I believe that seldom 
has anything more desirable and advantageous towards the promo- 
tion of commercial education been evolved than this new Handels- 
hochschule at the venerable University of Leipsic.” 


XII.—THE GELLIVARA RAILWAY (SWEDEN). 


A report, dated 4th April last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul at Stockholm, stating that, on the 
3lst March after a prolonged debate, the Swedish Rigsdag 
authorised the construction of a State railway between Gellivara 
and a Norwegian port on the North Sea. The new line is to 
traverse the rich iron-ore district of Luosavara and Kiirunvara in 
a direction towards Ofoten. The cost of construction is estimated 
at £1,194,333. Of this sum £41,666 may be advanced during the 
present year, and £300,000 will be appropriated for the expenses 
of 1899. 

The following memorandum gives an account of the estimated 
quantity and nature of the iron ore of Kiirunvara and Luosavara. 

These ore fields are situated in the Jukkasjarvi district, between 
the Kalix and Tornea rivers. The Kiirunvara mountain ridge is 
. about two miles in length, its highest peaks reaching a height of 

749 metres above the sea level. Luosavara is a lesser mountain, 
some 70 feet lower than Kiirunvara. 

Over the whole ridge of Kiirunvara and the highest portion of 
Luosavara the iron ore lies exposed on the surface of the ground. 

On the other hand, upon the sides of the two mountains the ore 
is covered by very considerable accumulations of gravel and sand. 

The surface ore of Kiirunvara measures seldom less in breadth 
than 100 metres, and at its widest reaches 250 metres. It is 
estimated that the ore varies between 35 and 152 metres in depth, 
the average depth being probably about 70 metres. 

A horizontal section of the Kiirunvara mine gives an ore area of 
376,000 square metres, of which 230,000 square metres lie on the 


May 1898.] THE GELLIVARA RAILWAY (SWEDEN). 539° 


surface of the ground, or is only slightly covered. On the 
supposition that the ore becomes narrower in its deeper portions, 
it is estimated that the Kiirunvara mountain contains 215,000,000 
tons of ore. 

On the Luosavara mountain nearly all the ore lies beneath the 
surface. Its quantity can only be roughly estimated at about 
18,000,000 tons. The two mountains together would therefore 
yield about 233,000,000 tons of ore. 

The analyses have shown that the ore has quite other 
characteristics than those previously found in Sweden. Its chief 
peculiarity is an unusual hardness and closeness of grain. It has 
a considerable admixture of apatite and consequently of phosphorus. 
It will be impossible to estimate the exact qualities and 
characteristics of the ores that will be obtainable until they have 
been mined on a considerable scale. 

It seems, however, from certain experiments that have been 
made that where apatite occurs it is too intimately admixed for 
sorting to be possible. Nevertheless it is thought that a con- 
siderable output of ore may be reckoned upon, the phosphorus of 
which will not exceed a proportion of 0°5 per cent. 

The ore is very rich in iron, the specimens that have been tested 
having yielded percentages varying between 67 and 71. 

The proportion of titanian has been found to vary between ‘32 
per cent. and slightly over 1 per cent. 

For the mining of 1 million or 1} million tons of ore annually 
it is calculated that 3,000 workmen will have to be employed. 

The question of the saleableness of the ores has been much 
discussed. ‘Their hardness and close grain will make them some- 
what difficult to reduce, and the phosphorus will render them 
unsuitable for many methods of steel making; but their richness 
in iron will, it is thought, go far to compensate these defects, 
especially as regards the German market, since the basic Bessemer 
process is so extensively applied inGermany. It is also anticipated 
that Great Britain and Belgium will take considerable quantities 
of the higher grade ores which may be obtainable. 
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‘AMERICAN REFORMS IN THE TIN PLATE 
INDUSTRY. 


(From an American point of view.) 


According to a writer in the “ Iron Age” the rational develop- 
thent of the American tin plate trade calls for the abolition of the 
arbitrary restriction of output imposed by the Amalgamated. 
Association. When the manufacture of tin plate was transplanted 
on the American side of the Atlantic, predictions were confidently 
published that American inventive genius would make itself 
speedily felt in that branch of the iron trade as it had in others. 
The beaten path which had been so long trodden by Welsh makers 
was full of objectionable features from an American standpoint. 
It was at first necessary to follow all the time-honoured methods 
of the Welsh craftsmen, in order to make a beginning in build- 
ing up an American tin plate industry. The skilled workmen 
employed were necessarily Welsh, and it was expected that 
they would do precisely as they had done in Wales, in order to 
turn out a product which would command as good a standing in 
the market as Welsh tin plate. Not only were buildings and 
machinery duplicated, but the functions of the most insignificant 
labourer were faithfully reproduced. The Welshman who stepped 
inside of one of those pioneer American tin plate factories could 
fancy himself again in Wales, as he looked around him. Some of 
these establishments are still in existence, but in the great 
majority of the tin plate plants built since those early days many 
improvements have been made. Machines have been introduced 
which to a measurable extent have supplanted the hand labour 
that was such a conspicuous original feature. Hven automatic 
tinning machinery is in use in certain works, to the obvious 
satisfaction of the owners. 

With the pioneer workmen and their processes were introduced. 
customs and regulations which had been evolved from the peculiar 
environments of the craft in Wales. Some of these were so pal- 
pably unsuited to American conditions that they gradually sank 
into oblivion, but it was not the case with all. One which should 
have been abandoned at an early day is the limit of production 
prescribed for a mill. American manufacturers have made marked 
advances on this branch of Welsh practice. They have sup- 
planted the light rolls of the ancient mills with much heavier 
rolls, which do their work better and faster, and thus enable 
a crew to turn out a larger tonnage. 

But, in accordance with ancient traditions, the output per shift is 
not permitted to exceed a certain limit, without regard to the time 
in which the work is done. The owners of the plant may exhaust 
their ingenuity in endeavouring to increase the tonnage per unit 
of machinery, but the most they can do is to economise fuel and 
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repairs. The more rapidly the output is produced, the fewer 
hours will the producing machinery be in operation. An arbi- 
trary limit is placed upon the quantity to be turned out, and the 
power of the Amalgamated Association is held in readiness to 
compel the enforcement of the regulation. In the remote past, 
such a regulation was enforced in other branches of the American 
iron trade under the delusion that the production could be kept 
within such limits that the market would not be overstocked, and 
thereby the trade would: be kept steadily employed and wages be 
maintained. But the theory proved erroneous. Additional works 
were built to supply the demand, and the production expanded 
until the market was glutted, when prices went down and wages 
with them. In’ the meantime, however, owners of plants were 
not permitted to secure the greater returns from their investments 
which would have been possible had the workmen been allowed 
by their unions to round outa full shift, regardless of the quantity 
produced. As the daily earnings of the workmen would be larger, 
being based on the tonnage produced, it would be clearly a great 
gain for each individual to have this restriction removed. 
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XIV.—THE GOLD REGIONS OF THE KLONDIKE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Parliament Library 
at Ottawa, a copy of the official guide to the Klondike—containing 
a detailed account, published by authority of the Department of 
Interior of the Dominion of Canada, of the Yukon District, its 
agricultural and mineral resources, the various routes by which it 
is reached, and much other information of interest to miners and 
prospectors. 

It is stated in this publication that the Canadian Government 
has completed arrangements which will, during the coming season, 
remove the great difficulties which have heretofore stood in the 
way of travel and transport to the Yukon District. The route to 
be opened is by steamer from Victoria or Vancouver to Wrangel, 
thence by the Stikine River to Telegraph Creek, thence overland 
150 miles to Teslin Lake, thence down Teslin Lake, the 
Hootaluqua, Lewis and Yukon Rivers to Dawson City. Large 
steamers run all the year round to the mouth of the Stikine River. 
From that point a sleigh road to Teslin Take will be open 
for travel, with stopping places every twenty-five miles. Persons 
can thus reach Teslin Lake and make their preparations to go down 
from that point by water when the ice goes out, which is usually 
about May 15th; while those who wish to prospect in the south- 
eastern part of the Yukon district may find it to their advantage to 
go by one of the overland routes. The great bulk of the travel to 
Dawson City and its neighbourhood will find an easy route by way 
of the Stikine and Teslin Lake. 

River steamers will ply all the summer from the mouth of the 
Stikine to Telegraph Creek. A waggon road, with abundance of 
transportation facilities, will be available from Telegraph Creek to 
Teslin Lake, and steamers will be plying on that lake and the 
Hootaluqua, Lewis and Yukon Rivers. On the 1st September a 
railway will be in operation from Telegraph Creek to Teslin Lake, 
so that from that time until the ice forms in the fall, generally 
about October 20th, there will be an uninterrupted steamboat and 
railway connection to Dawson City. Persons travelling by this 
route, or any of the all Canadian overland routes, will avoid pay- 
ment of duties if their outfits are purchased in Canada. 

In connection with the remarkable rush of miners and 
prospectors to the Klondike region, a recent report of the United 
States Consul-General at Montreal is of interest. In this report it 
is stated that at the recent session of the Federated Mining 
Institute of the Dominion of Canada two experienced practical 
miners, who have spent several years in the Yukon gold regions, 
were present, and gave expression to views in regard to affairs in 
that country that may be of interest to people who contemplate 
going there. 

Mr. Christie, the principal speaker, declared that under present 
conditions there were too many people in the district now, and 
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those who were physically and intellectually unfitted to cope with 
the hardships of pioneer life should not venture their chances in 
the wild scramble. He gave it as his opinion, based on his own 
experience and personal observation at Dawson, that many of the 
glowi g reports which reached civilization in regard to the finds 
of gold were largely exaggerated. He had passed into the 
country over the Skagway trail, and the difficulties were so 
great as to be almost insurmountable. There were crevices 
and holes in which the pack horses got stuck, and he had seen 
them go down out of sight, packs and all, in the mud. He knew 
of something like three thousand horses being lost there, and had 
himself contributed thirty of that number. 

He said he had known many men who had started out 
altogether unprovided and yet had managed to make their way 
to the gold fields, while, on the other hand, some of those who 
had set out supplied with everything that seemed necessary for 
the journey had failed to get through and had abandoned the 
undertaking. To seek gold in the Klondike, he declared, men of 
hardy physique were needed. Professional men and clerks he 
regarded as unfit to endure the hardships of the trip to, and the 
life in, the Klondike region. In conclusion, Mr. Christie said that 
the pictures of the Klondike wealth had been largely overcoloured. 
The production of gold there, he said, was bound to be more or 
less limited, owing to the natural disadvantages attending mining 
operations. 

Mr. Fred Hyde, who represented what is called the “ first three 
hundred ” of 1886, and who had been associated with Joseph Ladue 
and other well-known pioneers of the Yukon, corroborated the views 
expressed by Mr. Christie, and said that the immense rush of gold 
- seekers to that country was a great mistake and must result in 
disaster to thousands. 

The number of people going from the eastern Provinces of 
Canada to the Klondike region is considerable, but apparently is 
not nearly so large as the inflow from the United States. 
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XV.—THE MEXICAN TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 


The following information respecting the tobacco industry of 
Mexico is taken from the “ Manufacturer” (Philadelphia) :— 

Tobacco grew in Cuba before Columbus came; it was known as 
“cohiva,” and was produced along the Cumanas river in the 
eastern part of the island. Thirty years latter, Cortez carried 
Cuban tobacco seed to Mexico, and his old roads and plantations 
are still to be seen on the isthmus of Tehuantepec. 

The Aztecs, however, cultivated tobacco before the time of 
Cortez; they called it tetl, and used it asa narcotic. Tetl was 
part of the tribute from Aztec provinces to the court of the 
splendid Montezumas, and the priests used this mild intoxicant in 
their divinations. It was the lotus-leaf of the new West. 

Tobacco is cultivated in every State of the Mexican Republic. 
Campeche produces the least, Veracruz the most. The best tobacco 
lands in the country are in Veracruz and Tabasco, Oaxaca and 
Chiapas, Jalisco and Sonora, the finest quality coming from lands 
south of Veracruz and east of Oaxaca. San Andres Tuxtla, 
Acayucan and Valle Nacional are famous for their product, though 
recently the Isthmus of Tehuantepec has come to the front. The 
gulf States of Mexico lie within that broad tropical band, ranging 
between the 19th and 23rd degrees of north latitude, embracing 
Cuba, and their climate is similar to that of the garden-island of 
the Antilles. However, in the State of Veracruz the Havana weed 
has to be replenished repeatedly, as the seed degenerates. 

On the tier of frontier States, toward the Rio Grande, tobacco is 
planted early in February, and along the coast in mid-summer, 
while on the Isthmus it can be planted as late as October. On 
the Isthmus the soil is very deep and fertile. The surface soil is 
a chocolate loam, below that is a strata of yellow sand and clay, 
just the thing for tobacco, then gravel, and finally blue loam. 

The fallow land has to be deeply ploughed, after the second crop 
at least. As a rule, tobacco yields for each 1,000 kilogrammes (a 
kilogramme equals 2°2046 pounds) of leaf:—197 kilogrammes of 
ashes, 95 kilogrammes of phosphoric acid, 54 kilogrammes of 
phosphate, and 89 kilogrammes of lime, which must be replaced 
in the soil. This will give an idea of the fertilisers necessary to 
keep the ground in good condition. But these are not used in 
Mexico to any sensible extent. Nature is a kindly mother to that 
phenomenal country. 

The average yield of tobacco in the Republic is on fair land 
2,400 kilogrammes per hectare (hectare equals 2°47 acres), and on 
poor land 1,000 kilogrammes per hectare. The product in 1896 
in round numbers was 6,000,000,000 kilogrammes, showing an 
increase over the preceding year. 

Mexican tobacco is known in botany as Nicotiana Minord, and 
other tobaccos cultivated are the Nicotiana Pusilla, the Nicotiana 
Crispa and the Nicotiana Tenella Cav. 
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.XVI—PROPOSED RAILWAY EXTENSION IN CHILE. 


The “ Chilean Times” states that just before Con adjourned 
bills were passed authorising an expenditure of 220,000 dols. in 
surveys for railway extension and for new lines. The bills in 
question specially include the termination of the survey of the 
longitudinal line between Calera and Pisagua ; a survey for a new 
line between Santiago and Valparaiso; a survey of a line to 
connect Osorno with Puerto Montt; and such other surveys as the 
Government may decide upon. According to a recent report of the 
Department of Public Works there remain to be surveyed on 
the longitudinal line between Calera and Pisagua 600 kilometres, 
and on the Osorno and Puerto Montt line 120 kilometres. Of 
the 220,000 dols. voted by Congress, the Government has resolved 
to devote 200,000 to the termination of the survey of the longi- 
tudinal line. In a note to the Director-General of Public Works, 
the Minister of Public Works explains the reason for this reso- 
lution on the part of the Government. These reasons are: 
“national security and the promotion of trade and industries.” 
It is necessary to bring the arid and desert country from Ballenar 
to Iquique into touch with the centre of the Republic, not only for 
the development of the natural resources of that zone of territory, 
but also for its protection in case of war. 

After pointing out in general terms some of the defects of the 
lines already constructed, the Minister cautions the Department 
against falling into the same errors in respect to the lines it is now 
commissioned to survey. Economy, consistent with safety, is to 
be the guiding principle. No elaborate architecture and no engi- 
_ neering feats are to be attempted. The stations and buildings are 
to be of the simplest and least costly kind, and they are to be of 
dimensions sufficient for the present requirements of the places 
where they may be erected, and no more. In places where it is 
possible that, in the future, there may be an increase of traffic, 
additional ground is to be secured for the enlargement of the 
station accommodation when this may become necessary. The 
stations are not to be enclosed with solid fencing, and as the line, 
in great part, will run through uninhabited districts, fencing will 
be dispensed with. For the sake of economy a straight direction 
is to be abandoned whenever, by making a detour, use can be 
made of the existing lines. The existing lines, with a terminus 
on the coast, are the following :— 

Pisagua: Iquique: ‘Tocopilla: Antofagasta: Taltal: 
Chafiaral: Caldera.: Carrizal Bajo: Huasco: 
Coquimbo: Los Vilos. 


By connecting the longitudinal line with ‘the railways just 
enumerated, it would have eleven means of access to the coast. 
The southern grand trunk line, on the other hand, possesses at the 
present time but two coast termini, viz., Valparaiso and Talcahuano. 
The desire of the Government eventually to become the owner of 
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the private lines is foreshadowed in the Minister’s note, and his 
ideas with respect to the survey and the construction of the line 
are embodied in the following words:—‘ This Ministry desires 
that the survey, without being definite and without going as far as 
the staking out of the line, may be full enough to give an approxi- 
mate idea of the cost of the whole and sufficient to permit of 
persons desirous of constructing the line, either by sections or other- 
wise, either by guarantee or special contracts, forming a sufficiently 
correct opinion to enable them to tender, and to stimulate the 
formation of syndicates and construction companies.” 


XVIL—THE TRADING PORTS OF MADAGASCAR. 


In a report of the Governor-General of Madagascar on the com- 
merce and industry of that colony, published in the “ Journal 
Officiel” some interesting information is given as to the principal 
trading ports of the island. The chief of these on the west coast, 
reckoning from north to south, are Helleville (in the island of Nossi 
Bé), Mojunga, Maintirano, Tsimanandrafozana, Tullear, St. 
Augustine Bay, and Salara; and on the east coast, Diego 
Suarez (or British Sound), Vohemar, Sambavany, Antala, St. 
Marie de Madagascar, Tamatave, Andevoranto, Vatamandry, 
Mahanaro, Farafargana, Vangaindrano, and Fort Dauphin. 
eeeenens on the north-east coast, and taking the ports in their 
order :— 

Helleville, in the island of Nossi Bé, is a very important centre 
of trade. The harbour is good and the steamers of the Messageries 
call there twice a month, in addition to which it is the starting 
point of the coasting trade with the smaller western ports of the 
island, carried on by means of a small steamer, in connection with 
the mail from France. The trade along this coast, as far as 
Mojunga, is in the hands of Indians, who deal in English and 
German goods, and Bombay textiles. There are two important 
German trading firms established at Nossi Bé. 

Mojunga. Owing to its situation on the Mozambique Channel 
and to its excellent harbour, Mojunga is destined to become one 
of the starting points of the Antananarivo trade route, and to have 
a commercial future of itsown. The waterway of the Betsiboka river 
is practicable for small steamers as far as Suberbieville, 200 miles 
from the coast, for 9 months in the year. From that point to the 
central plateau the road is being improved, and trade will 
grow as security of communication in the island increases. The 
geographical position of Mojunga marks it as a centre of trade 
with South Africa, which will become an outlet for the natural 
produce of this island, such as live stock, colonial goods, etc. 
Many trading steamers visit Mojunga, both those from the Zanzibar 
coast and those which arrive yearly from Bombay in March with 
the north-east monsoon and return to India with products of the 
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Colony with the south-west monsoon in August. These vessels 
are generally of from 90 to 120 tons, and from 25 to 30 of them 
touch at Mojunga every year, while other smaller vessels connect 
the port with Nossi Bé, Zanzibar, the Comoro Islands, Morondava, 
and Nossi Vé, and a smaller steamer of the Messageries line makes 
a monthly double trip between Nossi Bé and Nossi Vé (St. Augus- 
tine’s Bay), calling at Mojunga and Maintirano. 

Other western ports.—To the south of Cape St. André, in the 
Mailaka district are several small ports, of which the chief are 
Tombolarom and Maintirano, which once carried on a considerable 
trade by sailing vessels with the African coast. These and the 
smaller ports of Manambolo, T'simanamdrafozana and Morondava 
are solely worked by Indians, who export to the German houses of 
Nossi Bé, gold dust, wax, rubber, and woods and essences from 
the neighbouring forests. 

Between the Mangoky and the Onilahy (St. Augustine River) 
lies the district of Fiherena, where rich meadows and forests are 
found, and the natives cultivate maize and the bean known as 
“Cape peas.” Gold dust, rubber, wax, and tortoise-shell are also 
exported, and this region once furnished quantities of orchilla, a 
dye moss, the collection of which has been almost entirely 
abandoned. The imports of the West Coast consist chiefly of 
cloths, cotton goods, glassware, rum, gunpowder, and iron house- 
hold utensils, and the majority of these gcods are of German 
origin. At one time the trade of the West Coast was almost 
entirely in the hands of the French, but, about the year 1870, 
English, German, and American houses, and many Indian and 
Arab traders settled themselves at certain points occupied by the 

Hovas. 

Diego Suarez is a place of call for the steamers of the Messageries 
Line, and since October Ist, 1896, has been the starting point of 
the branch line for Mozambique, Beira, and Lourengo Marques. 
The Havre 8.8. Co. and other vessels carrying cattle to Mauritius 
and Réunion, also touch at Diego Suarez, and at the time of the 
north-east monsoon many sailing vessels from Bombay bring 
supplies for the Indian traders. 

Vohémar.—The export trade of this port is principally in cattle, 
conveyed on a small steamer belonging to a French company, and 
carried on by Indian and Chinese traders, who penetrate far into 
the interior, bearing on the backs of native porters cotton goods, 
common in design and glaring in colour, household utensils, 
glassware, common cutlery, imitation pearls, yarn, needles, &c., 
which they barter for rice, gum, beeswax, rubber, skins, woods and 
“ rafia.” 

St. Marie de Madagascar.—This island, facing the little port of 
Tintingue and a dozen miles from the mainland, has a good 
anchorage, and is also a place of call for the Messageries steamers. 

Tamatave.—This is the commercial centre and principal trading 
port of the whole island. Two lines of reef protect it from the 
high sea, thus affording a comparatively safe anchorage. 
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There are a certain number of French merchants established at 
Tamatave, but English, American, German and Swiss houses do 
also a fair amount of business; Indian traders are numerous, and 
as for the Chinese, they have more than a hundred establishments, 
where they chiefly sell rice and other provisions used b 
Europeans. In view of the increase in the number of these 
Asiatics, the government has taken measures in the form of 
taxation to minimise the effect of their competition. Improve- 
ments of various kinds are being carried out and contemplated at 
the port of Tamatave, including the construction of jetties lit by 
electric light, and sheds for storing purposes. ‘The steamers touch- 
ing at Tamatave are those of the various French companies, the 
English Castle line and the Oswald line of Hamburg, besides 
numerous sailing vessels and schooners connecting Tamatave with 
the lesser ports of the north and south. 

Andévoranto.—Situated 100 kilometres south of Tamatave and 
not protected like that port by coral reefs, the export trade 
(chiefly ox hides and “rafia”) of Andévoranto can only be carried 
on when the state of the sea permits lighters to pass the bar and 
load the vessels at anchor outside, t.e., during about eight months 
in the year. This port has nevertheless a certain commercial 
status, it being the point where the trade route from Tamatave to 
Antananarivo leaves the coast, and about ten trading firms are 
established or represented there. 

Vatomandry.—After Tamatave this is the chief port of entry 
for textiles destined for the interior. Vatomandry is connected 
with the capital Antananarivo by a route along which goods are 
conveyed for 60 centimes per kilog.; whereas between Tamatave 
and Antananarivo the charge is one franc per kilog. As at 
Andevoranto the bad roadstead compels many vessels to unload 
at Tamatave. 

Other Eastern ports.—The absence of direct communication with 
the two ports of Manjanary and Fort Dauphin is the chief cause 
of the decadence of French trade in those parts. The greater 
portion of the exports from these two provinces goes to London, 
while some of it is conveyed by the Castle line to Hamburg. 
The ports of Farafangana and Vangaindrano are visited by sailing 
vessels from Mauritius, and the former is now the station of a 
resident. The imports, as in all the southern ports of the island, 
come principally from London and Hamburg. 

With regard to communication by steamer with Madagascar, 
the principal companies touching at the island are— 

1. The Messageries Maritimes.—The steamers of this line start 
from Marseilles and call at Port Said, Suez, Djiboutil, Zanzibar, 
Mayotte, Mojunga, Nossi Bé, Diego Suarez, Ste. Marie, Tamatave, 
Réunion, and Mauritius. Two branch lines run in connection 
with the main voyage, viz., one down the west coast of the island 
—leaving Nossi Bé and touching at Maintirano, Morondava, and 
Nossi Vé (Tulléar)—and the other serving the east coast of Africa, 
leaving Diego Suarez and calling at Mozambique, Beira, and 
Lourengo Maraues. 
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2. The Havre Peninsular Company.—These vessels start from 
“Havre and Bordeaux, touch at Marseilles, and thence to Mojunga, 
Tamatave, Réunion, and Mauritius. 

3. The Chargeurs Réunis Company.—The vessels of this line 
also start from Havre and Bordeaux, touch at several places on the 
west coast of Africa, and call at the Cape and Lourengo Marques 
en route to Tamatave. 

4. The Castle Iine.—From London vid the Cape, calling at Fort 
Dauphin, Mananjary, and Tamatave, en route to Mauritius. 

In connection with the above it may be noted that, according 
to a recently issued circular of the British Chamber of Commerce, 
in Paris, that body has lately received a memorandum from 
a French gentleman who has long been connected with Mada- 
gascar and Mauritius, sketching out a plan for the improve- 
ment of trade communications, to which it was considered the 
attention of British firms interested in Madagascar should be 
called. This memorandum, after relating experiments which had 
been made with various kinds of animals for transport purposes in 
Madagascar, comes to the conclusion that a particular breed of 
horses native to the Malay Archipelago is better suited to the 
exigencies of the country than Algerian or Peruvian or even 
Buenos Ayres mules, which require more nourishment and care. 
They are more easily imported and less expensive than the mules, 
since the journey from the Islands to Madagascar would not entail 
the heavy losses which necessarily attend the journey from Algeria 
and from South America. It appears that the Dutch government, 
in their little wars in the Dutch Indies, have found these horses 
to be most suitable for the carriage of artillery and heavy baggages. 
. The same memorandum then proposes the formation of a 

syndicate of firms dealing with Madagascar to which the co- 
operation of foreign as well as French firms is invited. The 
capital subscribed for the undertaking would be used for the 
purchase of transport animals and the establishment, in the first 
instance, of a direct service between Tamatave and Antananarivo. 
The agents of the syndicate at Madagascar would also act, when 
required, as buying and selling agents for the members of the 
syndicate. The members of the syndicate would have priority over 
all comers for the transport of their goods, except in cases where 
the French government might request to be given priority. The 
cost of transport to and from the coast is estimated at two-and- 
a-half per cent. of the gross amount stated on the invoices. 

In the case of imports, as regards goods coming by the same 
steamer, priority shall be given to the goods of members of the 
syndicate in the order of the importance of the amount for which 
they are interested in the syndicate, and all the goods coming by 
one ship will have to be transported to their destination before the 
goods coming by the next ship can be touched. 

The proposal is to establish four transport services, but one only 
is in immediate contemplation, viz.,—the route from Tamatave to 
Antananarivo which covers 350 kilometres, 240 of which are 
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carriage roads and the remainder are expected to be available by 
the end of the end of the present year. There would be relays 
every 20 kilometres. The other routes would be from Mananjary 
to Fianarantsoa, from Mananjary to Ambrostra and Antisabaré, 
and from Mojungua to Antananarivo. The roads covered would be 
about 1,250 kilometres, and it is estimated that sixty agents would 
be required to represent the syndicate, watch after its interests and 
control the business. More detailed particulars can be given at 
the offices of the British Chamber of Commerce in Paris to such 
firms as are interested in this scheme. 

In the meantime, with regard to the question of transport, it 
may be noted that the scheme for the railway from Tamatave to 
Antananarivo (the details of which were published in the Board of 
Trade Journal for August, 1897, p. 153) is postponed. A despatch, 
dated 8th April last, received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Paris, states that the French Chambers separated 
without having approved the Agreement drawn up by the Colonial 
Office and the “Compagnie de Colonisation de Madagascar” for 
the construction of the above railway, which will now have to be 
approved by the new Legislature after the elections. 


XVIII.—THE PROGRESS OF GERMAN NEW GUINEA. 


A despatch, dated 19th of March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
précis of a report relating to the economic condition of German 
New Guinea and the Bismarck Archipelago. ; 

The report states that an agreement was arrived at in August, 
1896, between the German New Guinea Company and the 
Astrolabe Company, by which the former took over the whole 
administration of the possessions of the latter. This agreement 
came into force on the Ist November, 1896. Since then the two 
companies have been completely united, and the seat of the 
Director-General has been removed to Stephansort, which has thus 
become the centre of the whole administration. 

The cultivation of tobacco has not developed as well as had 
been expected after the good results of the first years. The reason 
appears to be that in New Guinea the season for sowing (end of 
January till April) and for planting out (February till May) is too 
short, and that a great number of hands are consequently required, 
which makes the cultivation unremunerative. Under these cir- 
cumstances it has been decided to restrict the area under tobacco 
to from 120 to 150 fields, and to replace it in other parts by coffee, 
cotton, and cocoanut palms. 

No complete statistics of exports and imports of German New 
Guinea are available, and no import duties are levied except upon 
spirituous liquors, and no record is therefore kept. 
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The New Guinea Company and the Astrolabe Company im- 
ported goods to the value of :— 


From Europe. From other places. 
April Ist, 1895, to 


March 31st, 1896 £8,080 £13,830 
April 1st, 1896, to 
September 30th, 1896 £5,050 £4,300 


This represents the importation of the two companies for the 
whole Protectorate ; about one-third of the total was destined for 
the Bismarck Archipelago. The four principal firms in the latter 
(exclusive of the two above-named companies) imported goods to 
the value of about 30,0001. in 1895-6, and 28,4001. in 1896-7. 

Including the one-third portion of the imports of the governing 
companies, the total imports of the Bismarck Archipelago are 
estimated for 1896-7, at about 35,0001. 

The exports from the Bismarck Archipelago during the year 
1896 included 2,437 tons of copra, 147 tons of trepang, 13,400 Ibs. 
pearl shells, 1,074 Ibs. tortoise shell, 99,954 Ibs. lint cotton, 75 
tons of ivory nuts, and 104,000 green snail shells. 

Of the 1896 tobacco crop at Stephansort (the principal station 
of the company) 606 bales, 96,960 lbs. gross weight, were exported. 
The 1897 crop amounted to 79,300 lbs. 

The number of coooa-nut palms planted is 27,000, of which 50 
are now bearing. 

Experiments are being made with ramie, and about 5 acres are 
in cultivation. 

The cotton plantation covers about 600 acres. 

_ The coffee plantation had 33,401 trees in the fields, and about 

12,000 in nurseries ; also rubber plants (580 Bastillea elastica and 
450 Hevea brasiliensis), cocoa-nut palms (3,245), and about 24 acres 
of Isonandra gutta, which does well. 

The only timber exported was Afzelia bijuga, of which 149 logs 
were shipped. 

The plantation of the New Guinea Company at Herbertshéhe 
had 1,250 acres under cultivation in October, 1897, This was 
divided as follows :— 


Cocoa-nut palms... ... 15 acres 
Old cotton fields fallow 


Maize, yarns, and taro are also grown. The number of cocoa- 
nut palms was about 46,000, a few of which already bear fruit. 
Up tothe 1st November, about 34 tons of copra were ready for 
shipment. 

The first cotton crop did not come up to expectations. It 
amounted to 42 bales, or 14,780 lbs., and was all shipped to 
Liverpool. 
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Besides the plantation of the governing company, the principal 
firms in the Bismarck Archipelago are those of Mr. Forsayth 
(English) and Monsieur Mouton (Belgian). 

The former had about 1,750, the latter 230 acres under culti- 
vation, and their cotton crops in 1897 were 36,600 and 2,711 lbs. 
respectively. 

e number of horned cattle at Stephansort amounted in July, 
1897, to 140 head, in Friedrich Wilhelmshafen to 26 head. 

The plantation of the New Guinea Company at Herbertshthe, 
in the Bismarck Archipelago, had 5 horses, 35 head of cattle for 
breeding purposes, 8 draught oxen, and 16 pigs. 

The total number of labourers employed on long labour contracts 
in Stephansort with the branch establishments at Erima, Friedrich 
Wilhelmshafen, and Constantinhafen, amounted on the 31st July, 
1897, to 926 in all, of which 167 were Chinese, 159 Javanese, 
105 Javanese women, and 495 Melanese. 

A certain number of Melanese (23 men and 21 women) have 
settled near Erima after the conclusion of their contracts. Some- 
what over 80 independent Chinese and Javanese are settled in 
Astrolabe Bay. 

In the Bismarck Archipelago, the New Guinea Company 
employed (October, 1897) 1 Chinese, 1 Javanese, and 556 Mela- 
nesians on labour contracts; also 55 coloured labourers employed 
by the day. 

Mr. Forsayth employed about 600, Monsieur Mouton about 70 
labourers. 

Communication with Singapore is maintained by the steamship 
“ Settin,” of the North German Lloyd, once in two months. 


XIX.—FOREIGN TRADE OF JAPAN IN 1897. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail,” in an article on the Foreign Trade 
of Japan for 1897, states that there cannot be any question that, 
so far as total figures are concerned, it shows remarkable and 
highly satisfactory elasticity. Its aggregate value in 1897 was 
$82,435,848 yen against 289,517,234 yen in 1896, an increase of 
no less than 92,918,614 yen, or moré than 32 per cent. Ten years 
previously, that is to say in 1888, the corresponding figure was 
131,160,744, so that, speaking approximately, the trade may be 
said to have trebled in a decade. That is certainly very remark- 
able, especially when it is remembered that, in 1884, the total 
value of imports and exports having remained nearly stationary 
for four years—between the limits of 62 and 67 million yen—a 
majority of the foreign residents came to the conclusion, and 
declared it very emphatically, that Japan had no commercial 
future, that her resources had already reached their highest point 
of development, and that the opening of the country was an object 
unworthy of serious attention. 
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But there are certain points in the record that call for special 
notice. Not the least remarkable of them is the manner in which 
Japanese merchants are steadily invading the domain not very 
long ago monopolized, or nearly monopolized, by foreigners. 


Thus, whereas in 1888 the direct exports by Japanese traders’ 


represented only 7,081,324 yen out of a total of 65,704,510, they 
rose, in 1897, to 44,244,286 yen in a total of 163,135,077. In 
fact they increased from 11 to 27 per cent. in a decade. Turning 
to imports, a still more remarkable result is apparent, for while the 
direct imports by Japanese in 1888 were only 8,483,739 yen in a 
total of 65,455,234, or less than 13 per cent., they reached 
79,560,939 yen in 1897, out of a total of 219,300,771, or more 
than 36 per cent. 
The following figures show the percentage of Japanese trade in 
the total trade (imports and exports) for the two years :— 
1888, 1897. 
Yen. Yen. 
Total Trade 181,160,744 382,435,848 
Direct share of Japanese 
merchants ... 15,565,058 123,805,225 
or or 
12 percent. 82 per cent. 


During many years the efforts of the Japanese to get into their 
own hands the business done by the foreign middleman have been 
energetic, in profession at all events. But the great advantages 
of the foreigner, as an agent, have enabled him to keep his place, 
and he will keep it for a long time to come. He obtains for the 
Japanese prices they could not get working on their own account, 
-and he secures them against risks of all Fae Still there is no 
gainsaying the fact that his domain has been invaded by the 
Japanese to an extent which did not seem likely a few years ago. 

Another fact brought out by last year’s record is that Japan 
tends more and more to become a manufacturing country. She 
imports increasing quantities of machinery and raw materials, and 
decreasing quantities of manufactured goods. The following 
figures show the increase in the imports into Japan of raw material 
for manufactures, machinery, etc., the decrease in the imports of 
goods already manufactured, and the increase in the export of 
goods manufactured in the country :— 


Imports of Raw Material, Machinery, &c. 


1897—Yen. 1896—Yen. 
Raw Cotton 48,630,216 32,573,352 
Machinery ... 12,291,037 6,209,276 
Locomotives, Cars, &. ... 5,141,360 | 1,983,929 
Tron ue mee 8,046,131 2,359,704 
Steel and Iron Rails ae .- 2,001,118 1,280,479 


Total ... 67,167,842 45,405,045 


— 
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Imports of Manufactured Stuffs, &c. 
1897—Yen. 1896—Yen. 
Cotton Yarns sii was 9,625,258 11,372,001 
Shirtings ... és 3,783,808 4,087,763 
Other Cotton Stufs 5,826,718 7,052,646 
Muslin de laine 3,835,880 6,498,162 
Italian Cloths 1,815,581 2,813,096 
Flannel... 1,187,655 1,997,244 
Woollen Cloth ... 1,943,531 3,407,150 
Total 28,018,431 37,728,062 
Exports of Manufactured Stuffs, &c. 
1897—Yen. 1896—Yen. 
Habutaye ... rs 9,530,676 7,052,217 
Other Silk Stuffs ... 308,655 364,166 
Silk Handkerchiefs 3,390,145 4,617,720 
Cotton Yarns 13,490,196 4,029,424 
Cotton Fabrics... 2,512,375 2,226,107 
Total 29,232,247 18,289, 624 


The most remarkable figure in the last table is that relating to 
cotton yarns. Old residents, remember, of course, that in 1883, 
when the cotton-spinning industry took root in Japan, the general 
opinion among foreigners was that signal failure awaited it, and 
that ina very short time it would be abandoned, leaving a disastrous 
record. Anybody would have been laughed to scorn who 
ventured to predict, at that time, that before 15 years should 
elapse, nearly a million spindles would be at work, and 134 
million yen worth of yarns would be exported. 

It is unnecessary to examine the tables in further detail. The 
exports show a general increase, spread over nearly every item, 
silk, however, being responsible for an addition of no less than 27 
million yen. As to the imports, it appears that the net increase of 
48 million yen is accounted for by raw materials and machinery 
(21? millions) and sugar and rice and peas and beans (244 millions). 
The facts that 214 million yen worth of rice had to be purchased 
from foreign countries as against 5} millions for 1896, and that 
the exports of the cereal fell from nearly 8 millions in 1896 to no 
less than 6} millions in 1897, are, of course, ascribable to the 
bad harvest of last year. The steady growth of the import of sugar 
is noteworthy. From less than 7 million yen in 1888 it increased 
to over 20 millions in 1897. 


} 
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XX.—FOREIGNERS IN GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 25th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, forwarding a 
memorandum relating to the number of foreigners in Germany, 
according to the census of 1895—as follows :— 

In 1885 there were in the Empire 372,792 persons of foreign 
nationality ; by 1890, they had increased to 433,254; and by 
December 2nd, 1895, to 486,190. But the increase from 1890 
to 1895 was smaller than formerly; for, from 1880 to 1885, 
they had increased by 96,735; from 1885 to 1890, by 60,462 ; 
and from 1890 to 1895, by 52,936. Nevertheless the number 
of foreigners has increased at a faster rate than the native 
population. In 1871, only 5:04 out of 1,000 persons were 
foreigners; in 1885, they had increased to 7:96; in 1890, they 
were 8°77, and in 1895, 9°30. 

Subjects of Austria Hungary are, by far, the most numerous. 
Their number was 222,952, or about 46 per cent. of the total 
number of foreigners. In 1880, there were only 117,997 of them. 
Next in importance come Dutch people with 50,743 (in 1890, 
37,055), Swiss with 44,875 (in 1890, 40,027), Danes with 28,146 
(in 1890, 35,924), Russians with 26,559 (in 1890, 17,107), 
Italians with 22,693 (in 1890, 15,570), French with 19,619 (in 
1890, 19,659), British with 15,290 (in 1890, 14,713), Belgians 
with 8,947, (in 1890, 7,312), Swedes with 8,937 (in 1890, 10,924), 
Norwegians with 2,154 (in 1890, 2,012). Of persons belonging 
to nations outside Europe there were 20,204 as compared with 
17,898 in 1890; of which 15,788 belonged to the United States of 
- North America, as compared with 14,074 in 1890. 

The greatest increase is amongst the Italians, the number of 
whom has trebled since 1880. In Berlin there are only 16°15 
foreigners per 1,000 persons, a very low proportion for an important 
commercial and industrial centre. 


XXI.—ACCOUNTS OF THE CHARTERED INSTITUTE 
OF PATENT AGENTS. 


In accordance with a promise made in the House of Commons 
by the President of the Board of Trade on the 14th March last to 
Mr. Alban Gibbs, M.P. for London (City), the following statement 
has been prepared, showing the accounts of the Chartered 
Institute of Patent Agents for each of the years ending 30th 
April, 1893-1897 inclusive, in continuation of the statement on 
pp. 280-283 of the Board of Trade Journal for September, 1892. 


(See next page.) 
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Dr. INCOME 


To General expenses, viz.— 


Printing, stationery, and reporting 


Salaries ... wide ene 


Legal expenses . 


Expenses of examination... 


Rent, housekeeping, _ and light .. 


Advertisements .. ee 
Printing foreign laws ... 
Postage and carriage ... 


Petty expenses . ose 


Depreciation on furniture... 


To Balance carried to Balance Sheet 


Dr. 


Dr. 


To Account . 
, Creditor for printing 
Income Account—Balance 


_ To Balance of capital carried to balance sheet 


[May 1898, 


AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


914 710 
2,003 3 0 


£2,917 10 10 


CAPITAL 


sd. 


1,723 10 5 


BaLaNcE SHEET, 


1,723 10 5 


f 
a4 
| eo 289 9 10 
5 56 O 
| 
| 
8,758 5 5 
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FROM Ist May, 1892, To 30TH Apri, 1893. Cr. 
& | 
By Balance as per last accouat eee ove see soe _ 1,690 10 1 
», Subscriptions— 
70 Fellows at 4 guineas ove oe 294° 0-0 
30 Associates at 1 guinea ose ove ow, 8120 
70 Foreign members at 1 guinea... 
6 Students at 1 on... eee one 6 6 0 
0 
», Interest on Consols... oe eee 79 8 4 
3, Sale of back volumes of transactions to members eee 215 0 
», Sale of foreign laws to * 14 9 
» Sale of register .. 219 1 
», Sale of examination papers ove one 118 7 
7 5 
Annual fees of Registered Agents oss 
», Extra fee on restoration of name to register ... ase 3 3 0 
—— 7819 0 
£2,917 10 10 
ACCOUNT. Cr. 
d, 
1892, May 1, by balance oes eee eee 1,643 14 5 
By entrance fees, 30th April, is93— 
3 Fellows at 6 guineas... osé 
Associates at 1 guinea oes 38 3 0 
5 Foreign members at 2 guineas ove ose ee 1010 
82 11 0 
» Fees on registration of agents ... par au ae 47 56 0 
1,723 10 5 
Apri 30TH, 1893. Cr. | 
By Cash at bankers ©... 686 3 5 
» 9) in hands of secretary 
706 3 5 
» Consols (cost £2,962 1s. 2d.) EN ty 2,900 0 0 
» Furniture, as per account.. oe, 
» Less written off for depreciation. sos 
——— 150 0 0 
, Premium Fund—Balance due to General Fund 2 0 | 
3,758 5 5 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
a 
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Dr. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


To expenses, viz.— 
nting, stationery and reporting ... 
Salaries— 


.. £105 0 0 
Registrar wee ooo, 106 


Rent, housekeeping, fuel light ... 
Advertisements .. ose ose 
Printing foreign laws . one wid 
Postage and carriage ... eee one 
Audit fee ose ose ove ove 
Petty expenses . coo on 


,, Suspense Account, for transfer of following sums— 
Annual fees of registered agents received in the 
= 1893, after the decision in the Lockwood 

Ditto 1 received during the current financial year oe 
Examination fees, ditto 


Balance carried to balance sheet... 


Dr. 


account for transfer of following sums— 
gistration fees received in 1893 after the date of 
the decision in the Lockwood case.. as =e 

Ditto received during the current financial year 


»» To balance of capital carried to balance sheet ... bee 


Dr. 


To Capital Account... ose 
» Suspense Account :— 

egistration fees transferred and received since the 
date of the decision in the Lockwood case oes 
Annual registration fees transferred and received 
since the same .. 
Examination fees received since the same date ... 


73 16 10 


81 411 


w 


788 6 6 


o 
or 
— 
o 
ooo 


582 15 0 
1,697 19 5 


£3,069 0 11 


CAPITAL 


oF. 6. 1 


— 101 111 


3110 0 
68 5 0 

99 15 0 
1,624 10 6 


£1,825 7 5 


BALANCE SHEET, 


4 
1,624 10 6 
228 7 2 


9915 0 


568.17 0 
18 18 0 
682 10 0 
1,697 19 5 


£4,233 7 1 


2 
15 
11 
i 9} 
1 
4 
| 
| 
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i 
FroM Ist May, 1898, To 30TH ApriL, 1894. Cr. | 
4 &.@ of: & 
By Balance, as per last account’ _.... ane 2,003 3 | 
Subscriptions— | 
70 Fellows at 4 guineas | 
26 Associates at 1 guinea | 
72 Foreign members at 1 guinea... 
8 Students at 1 guinea ose ass ose eos 8 8 0 
45 6 0 
», Interest on Consols ose 7 1 8 
» Sale of back volumes of Transactions to members r 115 0 
» Sale of foreign laws to members... abs ee ais 48 8 
» Sale of register ... 218 6 
», Sale of examination papers eee eee 25 1 
m 7 8 
», Annual Fees of registered —— received ae the 
current financial year .. ove on 551 5 0 
» Examination fees, ditto ... 
670 3 0 
£3,069 0 11 
Account. Cr. 
4a 4 
1898. April 30th. By balance 138 10 5 
_ By Entrance fees, 30th April, — ; 
4 Fellows at 6 guineas .. ove ove 
2 Associates at 1 guinea 22 0 
3 Foreign members at 2 guineas oes sie ozs 6 6 j 
33 12 0 
» Fees on registration of agents received since the decision t 
in the Lockwood case... 68 5 0 
£1,825 7 5 | 
380TH ApRIL, 1894. Cr. 
ead 
By Cash at bankers... ove ase sso ose 27614 1 
———— 298 14 1 
» Consols (cost £2,962 1s. 2d.) 2,900 0 0 
» Furniture, as per account... BE 
Less written off for depreciation... ove i & 
—— 1 0 0 
» Deposit at House of Lords in the Lockwood appeal .. 200 0 0 
» Premium Fund, balance due to General Fund... ‘i 220 
» Cash at Bank of England on Suspense Account aus 682 11 0 
£4,233 7 1 
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Dr. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


q To general expenses, viz. :— 
Printing, stationery and reporting ... ose 10.1 
Salaries :— 

Becretary ... ... £105 0 0 
Clerk ... 8112 7 


29112 7 
Legal expenses ... 407.9310 
of examination... 10216 0 
Rent, housekeeping, fuel and light ... 
Printing foreign laws . 616 6 
Audit fee.. ese oes 56 5 
Petty expenses . ove 


» Balance carried to balance sheet ae ok — 2,413 14 9 


£3,504 12 5 

Dr. CAPITAL 

mses of Bill ... 2510 4 


nce of capital carried to balance sheet sue 1,797 9. 2 


£1,822 19 6 


Dr. SHEET, 

To Capital Account ... ose 
» Creditor for printing—Spottisw oode& Co, 

” Income Account balance... ... 2,418 14 9 


£4,233 14 5 


| 17 8 
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FROM Ist May, 1894, To 30TH ApriL, 1895. Cr. 
4 
By Balance, as per last account ooo * 1,697 19 0 
» Suspense account for the following sums received in 
1893, after date of decision in the Lockwood case, 
placed i in suspense, and now transferred :— { 
Annual registration fees... 1212 0 
Ditto, received during the year ending April 20th, 
Examination fees, ditto... ave 
» Subscriptions :— 
84 Fellows, at 4 guineas 35216 0 
28 Associates, at 1 guinea... 
74 Foreign members, at 1 guinea... 
6 Students, at 1 guinea . see ove ass ove 6 6 0 
——_ 466 4 0 
Interest on Consols to April 5th, 1895 ... 7815 0 
;, Sale of back volumes of Transactions to members... 5 4 0 
» Sale of foreign laws to members eee ooo ses 24 0 
» Sale of register... eas one 218 0 
» Sale of examination papers 
,, Annual fees of registered agents manana during the 
current financial year . 64919 0 
,, Examination fees of candidates, ditto . 0 | 
66615 0 
£3,504 12 5 
Account. Cr. 
1894, April 30. By balance ... 1,624 10 6 i 
1895. April 30. By suspense account for registration i 
fees received in 1893 after decision in the Lockwood 
case, now transferred... coe 0 
By registration fees received during "the current year... 3110 0 . 
131 5 0 
» entrance fees, 30th April, 1895 :— 
1 Associate, at 1 guinea eee ove 2.6 
4 Foreign members, at 2 guineas... eee os 8 8 0 
1 Student, at 1 guinea... ove 1.0 
67 4 0 
£1,822 19 6 
AprIL 30TH, 1895. Cr. 
on deposit ove 1,000 0 0 
» in hands of secretary av 
———1,175 4 38 
» Consols (cost £2,962 Is. 2d.) 2,900 0 0 
», Furniture as per account . see -. 20010 2 
» Less written off for depreciation ‘to 9 
; Premium Fund—Balance due to General Fund owe 220 
£4,233 14 5 


4 
4 
q 
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Dr. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
To General expenses, viz. :— 
Printing, stationery and reporting ... 185 19 8 
Salaries— 


0 0 
Clerk ... 83 8 4 


293 8 4 
Expenses of examination pa one -- 9910 0 
Rent, housekeeping, fuel and light 
Advertisements .. ose ove 013 6 
Petty expenses . see 8 3 8 

765 18 11 

» Balance carried to balance sheet... = See anh 2,739 19 6 

£3,505 18 5 

Dr. CaPITAL 


sd. 
To balance of capital carried to balancesheet ... 1,881 9 2 


£1,881 9 2 

Dr. BaLaNnce SHEET, 
a. 

To Capital Account... 1,881 9 2 
Creditor for printing—Spottisw code & Co... 36 6 0 
» Income Account, balance... 2,739 19 6 
£4,657 14 8 


4 
‘ 

| 
Hi 
4 

| 

| 

" 

| 

i 

4 
ii 
| 
} 
| 
i 
i 
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FROM Ist May, 1895, To 30TH ApriL, 1896. Cr. 
By Balance as per last account nar ose ove baa 2,413 14 9 | 
Subscriptions— 
88 Fellows at 4 guineas .. 36912 0 
27 Associates (including arrears) at 1; guinea co ee 
74 Foreign members at 1 guinea__.... 
4 Students at 1 guinea eee aes 4°39 
—— 48018 0 
» Interest on Consols to April 5, 1896... 7815 0 
» Interest on deposit at London and Westminster Bank 
to March 30, 1896 5 0 0 
» Sale of back volumes of Transactions to o members 110 0 
» Sale of foreign laws to members 
» Sale of register... 8 6 0 
» Sale of examination papers ove 
16 8 
» Annual fees of registered agents received during the 
current financial year .. coe -- 49613 0 
Examination fees of candidates, ditto... 1818 0 
—— 51511 0 
» Extrafees ... 3 3 0 
3,505 18 5 
Account. Cr. 
4adéd 
1895, April 30th, by balance ... 1,797 9 2 
1896, by registration fees received during the current year 3110 0 igen 
10 0 
Entrance fees 30th 1896— 
7 Fellows at 6 guineas... 4 3 @ 
1 Associate at 1 guinea... 
3 Foreign members at 2 guinens rer a 6 6 0 
1 Student at 1 guinea ... i i 
- 6210 0 
£1,881 9 2 
Apri 30TH, 1896. Cr. 
£ada 
Cash at bankers... 57912 2 
on deposi ond 1,000 0 0 
Interest on “deposit to 30th, "1896 on 5 0 0 
1,604 12 2 
» Consols (cost £2,962 1s. 2d.) ote 2,900 0 0 
» Furniture, as per account.. 
» Less written off for depreciation to date. = 
——_ 151 0 6 
» Premium Fund, balance due to nee Fund (since 
provided for) ose ove 22 0 
£4,657 14 8 
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Dr. IncomME EXPENDITURE AccouNT 
& sd, 
To general expenses, viz. :— 
Printing, stationery and reporting ... a. 81.0 8 
Salaries :— 
Secretary oo £105 0 0 
Registrar ° 105 0 0 
Clerk 7718 O 
— 28718 0 
Legal expenses ... ‘ 
Expenses of examination 11010 0 
Rent, housekeeping, fuel, and tight 
Advertisements .. 010 0 
Printing foreign laws ove 33.12 11 
Postage and carriage ... 8 4 
Audit fee eos eos os 5 0 
Petty expenses . oes ove 8 3 3 
Depreciation on furniture 1012 6 
— 686 7 8 
» Balance carried to balance sheet a one 3,154 2 6 
£3,840 9 9 
Dr. CAPITAL 


To Balance of Capital carried to Balance Sheet ... 


Dr. 


To Capital account 


», Creditors for printing—Spottiswoode & & Co... 


3, Audit fee for1896 .. oo ose 
» Income account balance ooo 


£1,938 3 2 


BaLaNnce SHEET, 


£ sd 

.1,938 3 2 

1713 0 

5 0 
we 8,154 2 6 


£5,115 3 8 


i 
i 
1 
i 
| 
i 
4 


May 1898.] ACCOUNTS OF INSTITUTE OF PATENT AGENTS. 565 
FrRoM Ist May, 1896, ro 80TH Aprin, 1897. Cr. 
& 
By Balance as per last account 2,739 19 
Subscriptions :— 
87 Fellows, at 4 guineas 
29 Associates (including arrears) at one = 
72 Foreign members at 1 guinea... a wae 
5 Students, at 1 guinea eee eos ooo 56 5 0 
47614 0 
Interest on Consols to April 5,1897 7815 
», Interest on deposit at London and Westminster Bank to to 
April 30,1897 ...- .. a3 1319 4 
», Sale of back volumes of Transactions to members ... 4 0 0 
» Sale of register  ... nee 210 6 
» Sale of examination papers. ati 113 0 
17:12 11, 
» Annual fees of registered agents received ane 
the current financial year... sve 496 13 0 
» Examination fees of candidates ditto ... a « mw 
——— 513 9 0 
£3,840 9 0 
ACCOUNT. Cr. 
on. @ 4. 
1896, sgt. By balance ... éée 1,881 9 2 
1897. fees received during the current 
1897, Entrance fees 30th April, 
2 Fellows at 6 guineas wen ove oo 
2 Associates at 1 guinea ove one ose 22 0 
4 Foreign members at 2 guineas eee ae st 8 8 0 
2 Students at 1 guinea eee ove 22 0 
25 4 0 
£1,938 3 2 
Aprit 30TH, 1897. Cr. 
4:4. & 
By Cash at bankers... ooo 1,085 0 8 
” on depos: aes sod - 1,005 0 0 
Interest on deposit april 30, 1897 one 
» Cash in hands of secretary... axe wo @ 
———— 2,074 0 0 
» Consols (cost £2,962 1s. 2d.) ooo ee 2,900 0 0 
» Furniture as per account ... soo 15116 2 
Less written off for depreciation for the year . 
141 3 8 
£5,115 3 8 
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XXII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULA- 
TIONS. 


Russia. 
Tariff Classification. 


A despatch dated 19th April last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, stating 
that the Department of Customs notifies by Circular of the 
(27th March) 8th April, 1898, No. 6,462, that packing for stuffing 
boxes made by tissues of hemp or cotton with or without an 
admixture of graphite, is to be cleared under Section 194 of the 
Tariff: Duty 20 copecks gold per Russian poud. 


FRANCE. 
Increased Duties on Butter, Margarine, &c. 


A despatch, dated 13th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing extract 
from the “ Journal Officiel,” containing a law, dated the 9th April, 
raising the duties on margarine and similar substances and also on 
butter. The duties on margarines by the maximum and minimum 
tariffs were 20 francs and 15 francs respectively, and these are 
now raised to 30 francs and 25 francs. The duty on buiter, 
hitherto 13 francs and 6 francs, is raised to 30 francs and 20 
francs per 100 kilos. 

The reason for the change is stated to be the high rate of duty 
existing in Germany since 1879, and also the increased duties 
recently voted in Belgium and Switzerland. It was also alleged 
that the law of April, 1897, imposed such hard conditions upon 
the margarine manufacturers in France that the cost of production 
was largely increased, and the manufacturers are now placed 
at a far greater disadvantage as compared with their foreign rivals. 


Increased Duties on Horses and Mules. 


A despatch, dated 13th April, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing 
copy of a law of the 9th April last, by which the duties on horses 
and mules imported into France will be as follows :— 


Tariff. 
General, Minimum, 
Horses, stallions, or geldings, and mares each. each. 
of five years and upwards vss ...  frs. 200700 150-00 
Ditto ditto under five years ,, 150°00 100-00 
Ditto foals » 79°00 50:00 


Mules ove ove 80°00 80°00 


| 
i 
i 
| 
| 
j 
| 
: 
i 
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The duties on horses and mules have hitherto been only 30 
francs and 5 francs respectively, so that the rates will now be 
enormously increased. 

This step has been taken at the instance of the Normandy 
breeders, who are alarmed at the recent increase in the importation 
from America, both direct and through England and Belgium. 
The average importation between 1888 and 1893 is stated to have 
been from twelve to fifteen thousand, while last year the number of 
horses imported was 38,265. 


Increased Duties on Preserved Fruits. 


A despatch, dated 13th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing extract 
from the “Journal Officiel,” containing Law of 9th April last, 
raising the duty on preserved fruits as follows :— 


Duties. 


Produce of European| Produce of extra 


origin. European origin. 
Articles. 
Not Imported 
imported jdirect from 
ect OM direct from| extra 
country of European 


country of | European depdts 


— origin. | country. 


Francs. Francs. Francs. Frances. 


_ /in brandy, per 100 kilogs. 
| net} *100:00 | *100-/00 | *100-00 | *103-60 
© J Jin sugar or honey ...| Duty as on fruits sugared or preserved in 
preserves of foreign pine- sugar or honey. 
| apples... .. net) 30:00 30°00 30-00 33°60 
other... gross} 10°00 710-00 +10°00 +13°60 


* Exclusive of internal consumption tax. 
7 Exclusive of internal tax on fruits preserved in vinegar. 


The object of the above increase is stated to be protection, in 
favour of the Colonies of Guadaloupe and Martinique, of preserves 
of pineapple, which have hitherto only paid a duty of 10 francs and 
8 francs, under the maximum and minimum tariffs, but will now, 
pay a single duty of 30 francs per 100 kilogrammes on importa- 
tion from all sources. 


Duty on Boracic Acid. 


A despatch, dated 8th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, transmitting 
extract from the “ Journal Officiel,” containing law, establishing a 
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duty on boracic acid, which has hitherto entered France free of 
duty, as follows :— 


General | Minimum 
Tariff. Tariff. 


Natural Tuscan Boracic Acid, containing 15 per cent. 
or more of foreign matter per 100 kilogs.| Free. Free. 


Boracic Acid, other ... ike is » francs} 18°00 12°00 


According to the above despatch of Sir E. Monson, it appears 
that since the Tariff of 1892 was passed, several manufactories of 
this chemical product have sprung up in France, but their acid is 
undersold on the French market by. the German manufacturers, 
and it is for this reason that a duty has now been voted. 

The importation of boracic acid into France has largely increased 
of late years. In 1895 the quantity imported was 397,977 kilo- 
grammes, while in 1897 it had increased by 30 per cent. to 520,900 
kilogrammes. 

It will be observed that a distinction is made in the tariff 
between the pure boracic acid, on which a duty is imposed, and the 
impure, which will still be admitted free of duty, being largely 
used for candle-making, and therefore looked upon as a raw 
material. 

The Customs Commission state that the duty of 12 francs is 
only equivalent to the difference of the cost of production in France 
and Germany, but it is more than probable that this figure has 
been exaggerated in order to afford an opportunity of imposing a 
protective duty. 


and Hemp Bounties. 


A despatch, dated April 13th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, enclosing extract 
from the “ Journal Officiel ” containing law fixing the bounties to 
be paid for the cultivation of flax and hemp at an annual sum not 
to eno 2,500,000 francs (£100,000) for a period of six years 
from 1898. 


Import Duty. on Wheat. 


According to a Presidential Decree published in the “ Journal 
Officiel” for the 4th May last, the duty on wheat imported into 
France between the 4th May and the Ist July (1898), exclusive of 
those dates, will be suspended. On and after the lst of July, the 
duty leviable will be 7 francs per 100 kilogrammes, according 
to the Law of 27th February, 1894. 


Duty on Pigs and Pork Products. 
According to a law passed on the Sth April last and published 


| 
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in the “Journal Officiel” of the Ist May, the following table 
shows the duties leviable on pigs and pork products on importa- 
tion into France :— 


No. of . : General Tariff. Minimum Tariff. 
the Tariff. Francs. Francs, 
12. ‘Pigs, per 100 kilogs. (live . 
13. Young Pigs of 25 kilogs. 
weight or less (each)... 3°00 — 
16§2.' Fresh Pork, per 100 
17 bis. Pork provisions (charcu- 
terie), per 100 kilogs... 100°00 50-00 
30§2.  Lard*, per 100 kilogs.... 40°00 25-00 


' Art. 2. The articles mentioned in the above table pay the same 
duties when imported into Algeria from foreign countries. The 
same tariff is applicable to salt pork imported under like con- 
ditions, deduction being made of the consumption tax in the salt 
used in its preparation. i 

Art. 3. The articles mentioned in the above table when of 
Corsican origin are admitted free into France, and, when imported 
into Corsica from foreign countries pay the same duties as if 
imported into France. 

Art. 4. The Government may, by decree, apply provisionally 
the minimum tariff for “ charcuterie” (No. 17 bis) and lard (No. 30 
§ 2) when imported from countries whose products, on entry into 
France, do not enjoy the most favoured nation treatment. 


Travellers’ Tobacco Supplies at the Paris Octroi. 


_ The Monthly Circular of the British Chamber of Commerce in 
Paris, states that travellers have had to complain, especially lately, 
of the annoyance caused by the officials of the Paris Octroi 
refusing to pass small quantities of foreign tobacco which had 
been allowed by the Customs Officials at the frontier as travellers’ 
supplies. In order to put an end to these difficulties, the Customs 
administration have arranged with the Octroi that a special stamp 
bearing the name of the traveller, the Customs office, the nature 
of the contents and the quantity, and the signature of the head 
Customs Officer, shall be affixed by the frontier Customs Officers 
to such packages of tobacco as they allow to pass, and this stamp 
shall be accepted by the Octroi, whose officers shall not challenge 
parcels bearing it. 


* Lard for industrial purposes is admitted free of duty if mixed with other 
fat and denaturalised under the supervision of the Customs Authorities. 
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PORTUGAL. 


Revision of Consular Fees. 


A despatch, dated April 15th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. MacDonell, H.M. Minister at Lisbon, 
on the subject of consular fees in Portugal. 

The despatch reports that the Bill for the revision of Tariff of 
Consular Fees has just been approved by the Cortes. 

In a Memorandum of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs upon this 
subject, it is claimed that indirect satisfaction is accorded by the 
new tariff to the considerations urged last year by Her Majesty’s 
Government, inasmuch as the whole body of fees chargeable has 
been diminished in number, and many of those remaining have 
been lowered in amount, this being particzlarly the case with 
regard to the table of shipping fees. 

By Section VII. of Article 86 all fees are still to be reckoned in 
gold, at par, and the equivalent to be charged in local currency. 
The memorandum above referred to defends this provision on the 
score of convenience in the maintenance of uniformity throughout 
the Portuguese consular service. _ 

The Bill may be seen in the original Portuguese at the Commer- 
cial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and d p.m. 


SPAIN. 


Regulations as to Tobacco found in the Sea or Washed Ashore. 


The Foreign Office has received a copy of a Spanish Royal 
Order, as follows :—‘‘ Wken tobacco is washed ashore by the sea 
or is found floating on the water, so that it is impossible to tell 
whether it is the result of shipwreck, the Regulations under 
Article 297 of the ‘Ordenanzas de la Renta de Aduanas’ must be 
complied with, and the finders must take care to obtain a receipt 
or inventory from the port authorities, giving all the details of the 
packages, and to forward a copy to the corresponding administra- 
tive authorities; but in the case of tobacco found by the coast- 
guards at the bottom of the sea, on the knowledge or suspicion 
that it has been placed there, it will be considered as an ordinary 
seizure subject to the administrative authorities, the Article No. 297, 
previously mentioned, not being applicable, as in this case it is 
not a question of articles washed ashore by the sea or found 
floating on the water, but placed with evil intent in a convenient 
place to be easily extracted, or with the evident intention of com- 
mitting an act of smuggling ; ; nevertheless, in such case, the chief 
of the party who have found the tobacco should inform the port 
authorities in order that a stricter watch may be kept.” 
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Tariff Classifications. 


A despatch dated 6th April last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, stating that by a 
Royal Decree of 18th March last, brass tubes imported for loco- 
motives are to be included under No. 75 of the Customs Tariff of 
the law of September 24th, 1896—Duty, 58 pesetas per 100 
kilogrammes. 

A despatch dated 26th April last states that cotton laces, 
known as “ Cordonnet Jacquart ” and “ guipures,” are to be assessed 
for duty under No. 142 of the Customs Tariff. 


Spain—CanaRIEs. 
Port Regulations at Las Palmas. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a copy of a Digest of the Regulations of the Port of Las Palmas, 
translated by H.M. Consul at Las Palmas from the official 
pamphlet, signed by the Captain of the Port. These regulations 
may be seen at the Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 
7, Whitehall Gardens, any day between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


ITALY. 


Tariff Modijications. 

A despatch, dated 16th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Rome, transmitting copy 
and translation of a Royal Decree, dated the 7th April, introducing 
certain modifications in the General Tariff of Italy, as follows :— 


Number 
and Denomination of Goods. Import Duties. 
Letter. fav 
Category III. Lire. 
Chemical medicines, 
resinous objects and perfumery. 
31 Acids. 
e Boric :— 
lraw ... ave see Exempt. 
2 refined Per quintal 5°00 
41 Borax, or borate of soda... we do. 4:00 
Category X. 
Paper and Books, 
195 Objects made of paper and card- 
board. 
a Tubes and bobbins for spinning 
and weaving eet ... | Per quintal 30°00 
b Not specified do. 80:00 
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Article 2.—The following addition is made to § 3 of the note to 
No. 210 of the Tariff :— 

“The Ministry of Finance may concede, in the case of work- 
shops in which the old iron fragments are smelted into new 
iron, that old and useless iron plates shall be regarded as old iron 
fragments even when broken into pieces larger than 50 centi- 
metres, provided that the breaking up and smelting is carried on 
under the superintendence of the Administration.” 

Article 8.—Exemption from the statistical duty established by 
Law of 25th July, 1896, No. 324, and accorded to goods in transit, 
is extended to goods lodged in customs warehouses and re-exported 
thence. 

The statistical duty already collected by virtue of the above 
Law of 25th July, 1896, on goods lodged in customs warehouses 
will not be repaid. 

Article 4.—The Government can grant customs immunity to 
goods of Italian origin returned from abroad when the national 
origin can be ascertained with certainty. 

The goods to be accorded this immunity will be enumerated by 
Royal Decree at the instance of the Ministry of Finance, and that 
of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce. 

The means for ascertaining the origin of the goods will be 
indicated in the same degree, as well as the period within which 
they can be reintroduced into the country, and the other condi- 
tions which must be fulfilled in order to obtain the immunity. 

Article 5.—-In the case of goods entitled on exportation to 
restitution of duties paid on the raw material, such restitution as 
has not been asked for will be granted during a period of two 
years from the date of the issue of the receipt for customs duties 
on exportation. 

Article 6.—The following addition is made to Article 13 of the 
law of 13th November, 1887, No. 5028 (series 3a). 

Should the person who pays the duty not avail himself of the 
privilege mentioned in the foregoing article with regard to with- 
drawing the goods entered as intended for importation, and for 
which the custom house examination has already commenced, re- 
exportation of such goods will be permitted whenever the contro- 
versy as to classification has originated from the fact that the 
article is not included in the Tariff nor mentioned in the Repertoire 
with proper reference to another article, in which case it would be 
necessary to obtain the Decree of Similarity, in accordance with 
Article 4 of the preliminary dispositions of the Tariff; or whenever 
the Board of Experts, in deciding on the question of classification 
of the goods, has expressed a favourable opinion on the point of 
re-exportation. 


CHILE. 
New Customs Tariff. 
With reference to the statement on page 433 of the “ Board of 
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Trade Journal,” for last month respecting the’ New Tariff of Values 
on which the percentage rates of duty there given are to'be levied 
specifically, it should be noted that the Valuation Tariff at’ present 
in force is that which was prepared in 1895 and printed in 1896. 

The new Tarift of Values referred to in last, month’s Journal as 
being in course of preparation, will this 1895 
Valuation Tariff to some extent. 


UNITED STATES. 
Customs Decisions. 


‘The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the authorities i in 
that country .— 

The countervailing duty on refined beet sugar produced in and 
imported from Denmark will be estimated at 134 cents per one 
hundred pounds. 

Pictorial paintings on glass, although works of art, are not free 
under paragraph 703 of the Act of 1897, if. window glass or glass 
windows. 

A countervailing duty of 134 cents per hienived pounds is levied 
on sugar from the Argentine Republic which has. paid the Inland 
Revenue tax imposed by that country. 

Sugar exported from the Argentine Republis. payment 
of said tax will be exempt from any countervailing duty if the 
invoice is accompanied by a duly authenticated certificate from the 
Argentine commissioner of internal revenue: showing that no tax 
has been paid nor drawback allowed thereon. - 

Common goat hair is free of duty, under paragraph 371 of the 
Act of 1897. 

Bicycles are entitled to free entry as “ vehicles ” under para- 
graph 474 of the Act of 1897, when brought by persons emigrating 
into the United States. 

‘Embroidery cotton imported in skeins is liable to duty as em- 
broidery cottons imported otherwise than on spools or reels at the 
rate of one-half cent for each 100 yards or fractional part thereof, 
without regard to number of yards in each skein, under paragraph 
303 of Act of 1897. 

‘Steaming blankets, composed of wool, 54. inches wide and 87 
yards in length, used in the manufacture of textile fabrics, which 
are dyed or printed and steamed in the blankets, ‘are held not to be 
blankets of wool, but manufactures of wool under the Act of 1894. 

Certain soap made from a low grade of residuum olive oil, which 
has undergone treatment with sulphuric acid gas and distillation, 
known as “ olive oil foots,” is held to be Castile soap, and dutiable 
at 20 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 63 of Act of 1894. 

Manufactures of jute and flax, claimed to be free as bagging 
for cotton, too narrow for coverings for cotton are held to be dutiable » 
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as manufactures of flax or jute at 35 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 277 of Act of 1894. 

Certain colours ur dyes not alizarines are classified as coal-tar 
colours at 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 82 of Act of 
1883. 

Initial hem-stitched handkerchiefs are dutiable as handkerchiefs 
under paragraph 349 of Act of 1890, at 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Hard-baked, hard-bodied glazed tiles used for hearths, bath- 
rooms, sinks, &c., are not paving tiles, but are dutiable as glazed 
earthenware at the rate of 55 per cent. ad valorem under Act of 
1883. 

Bicycles in use abroad one year or more are free as household 
effects under paragraph 504 of the Act of 1897. 

' Goods upon which duty has been paid may be re-imported free 
of duty if brought back as the result of a marine casualty. 

Pieces of agate, rectangular in shape, faced and polished, and 
articles made of agate and onyx, are dutiable at the rate of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem as non-enumerated manufactured articles under 
Act of 1883. 

-Bolting cloth imported free of duty solely for milling purposes 
cannot be diverted from such use, and if used otherwise is dutiable 
according to material. 

‘“Cotton cretonne net” and “cotton lace nets,” commercially 
known as “ Mechlin and cape nets,” not commercially known as 
laces, are dutiable as manufactures of cotton under Act of 1883. 

‘Clusters of imitation diamonds arranged in the form of buttons 
with metal shanks, not commercially known as “ buttons,” are held 
to be manufactures of paste under the Act of 1894. 

_An invoice certified by the United States Consul at Dunfermline, 
Scotland, consisting of consignments from Ireland and different 
points in Scotland, and shipped from Liverpool, England, is held 
to be irregular and not acceptable by officers of the Customs; 
consular certificates should have been given at the different places 
where the merchandise was sold for shipment to the United States. 

The place of purchase within the meaning of section 3 of Act of 
June 10, 1890, is the place at which goods are located at the time 
of purchase. 

Personal attendance of exporters is not required at the Consulate 
in order to validate the Consul’s certification of an invoice, and, as 
authentication of invoices is required by Consuls in their respective 
districts where purchases for shipments to the United States are 
made, the shippers should present their invoices accordingly. 

A book entitled “ Moller’s Cod Liver Oil and Chemistry” is not 
a book devoted to original scientific research, but is free as 
“publications of individuals for gratuitous private circulation 
under Act of 1894, and where claim is so made in protests, refund 
of duty can be made. 

Porcelain or china bottle stoppers, upon which are printed 
names of manufacturers or commercial firms in the Uuited States 
and places of business, including trade marks, are held to be 
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~ dutiable as decorated china at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem 
the under paragraph 85 of Act of 1897. 

White cherries in diluted alcohol, put up in casks, are dutiable at 
the rate of 1:80 dols. per gallon under paragraph 237 of the Act 
of August 28th, 1894. 

Articles carried by passengers free of duty to the gold regions 
of Alaska and the North-West Territory cover all wearing apparel 
and other personal effects and necessary outfits, such as tents, 
blankets, cooking utensils, &c. 

Bay leaves are entitled to free entry as crude leaves under 
paragraph 548 of the Act of 1897, and laurel leaves are dutiable 
at the rate of 3 cents. per lb. as a spice not specially provided for 
under paragraph 287. 

Seal waste composed of small clippings not large enough to be 
joined together and utilised as dressed furs, resulting from 
ordinary manufacture, are not prohibited importations under the 
Act of December 29th, 1897, and may be admitted to entry. 


GUATEMALA. 


Reduction of Export Duty on Coffee. 


The Foreign Office have received a telegram from H.M. Minister 
at Guatemala, reporting that the export duties on coffee have been 
reduced by the Assembly to one dollar currency, i.e., about 18 pence 
per hundredweight. 

The reduced duty will be iinposed from July Ist, 1898. 

A despatch dated April 9th last has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Guatemala, confirming the above 
telegram, and transmitting copy of the decree regulating the said 
export duty. 

By the same decree it is also provided that the exportation of 
natural or manufactured products of Guatemala, except coffee, is 
free from duty; and that, should the depression in the value of 
_ coffee in foreign markets increase, the Executive may at any tithe 
suppress the duty. 


PERUv. 


Empties Free of Duty. 


A despatch, dated 14th of March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul-General at Lima, 
containing translation of a decree relative to the exemption of 
‘empties from the payment of duty, as follows :— 

1. The certificates which the Custom Houses of the Republic 
must issue to the exporters of agricultural and mineral produce 
shall be torn from a book with a ‘counterpart, consecutively num- 
bered, signed by the respective accountant with the visé of the 
Administrator of the Custom House, to which the bill of mating 
shall be attached. 
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The said certificates are transferable, and shall be received by 
the Customs in payment of the duties leviable on the said recep- 
tacles. 

2. The Customs on issuing the said certificates shall liquidate 
the amount of duties which may be due on the importation of the 
exported receptacles; the amount of which duties shall determine 
that of each certificate. 

3. This resolution and the decree referred to of the 15th 
January last, in that part which refers to the exemption from duties 
of importation on the receptacles in which agricultural and mineral 
produce.of the country may be exported shall come into effect in 
- the Custom Houses of the Republic, from the 2nd March, 1898. 


CANADA. 
Act against the introduction of the “‘ San José Scale.” 


The following are the principal provisions of an Act published 
in the “ Canada Gazette” of 26th March last, and passed with the 
object of protecting Canada against the introduction of the insect 
pest known as the “San José Scale.” 

The importation of any trees, shrubs, plants, vines, grafts, 
cuttings or buds, commonly called nursery stock, from any country 
or place to which this Act applies is prohibited. _ 

Any nursery stock so imported shall be forfeited to the Crown 
and may be destroyed, and any person importing nursery stock 
from any. such country or place, or causing or permitting it to be 
so imported, shall be deemed to be guilty of an offence under 
section 6 of The Customs Tariff, 1897, and shall be liable to the 
penalty prescribed by that section. 

The Governor in Council may, from time to time, declare that 
this Act applies to any country or place as to which it has been 
made to appear that San José Scale exists therein; and, when 
satisfied that the importation of nursery stock from any country 
or place to which this Act has been applied may safely be per- 
mitted, he may in like manner declare that this Act no longer 
applies to such country or place. 

The Governor in Council, upon its being made to appear to his 
satisfaction that any class of plants is not liable to the attack of 
the San Jose Scale, may exempt plants of such class, and grafts, 
cuttings, or buds thereof from the operation of this Act. 

The Governor in Council may, from time to time, notwithstand- 
ing anything contained in this Act, permit the importation from 
any country or place to which this Act applies of such nursery 
stock as is required for scientific purposes. 


British GuIANA. 
Tariff modifications. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 


copy of the British Guiana Customs Duties Ordinance Act of 
1898, which was to come into force on the 12th March, 1898, and 
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remain in force until the 3lst March, 1899, unless otherwise 
enacted by the Combined Courts. The following table shows 
those articles which vary as to duty or classification from the 
schedule previously in force (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
July, 1897, pp. 52-58). 


Article. Rate of duty. 
Dols. Cts. 
Biscuits, sweetened or sugared per ib. 0 06 
Bread, hard, Navy biscuits or Crackers or other kinds per 100 lbs, 0 60 
Brimstone and sulphur... + lb. 0 OL 
Clapboards ... \ per 1 000 feet, broad measure 5 00 
Confectionery, including sweetened preserves ... per reputed lb. 0 07 
Fish, pickled other than-mackerel or salmon (including 
trout) ... barrel of 200 lbs. 0 50 
Fruits, dried .. See see perlb. 0 05 
Garlic. oss one ove soos 0 003 
Malt liquor i in wood... eve dee eee per gallon 0 16 
do. in bottle ose <s per dozen reputed quarts 0 40 
do. do. aes -.-per dozen reputed pints 0 20 
Matches of all kinds, including vestas .-per 14,400 matches 0 60 
‘ Nuts used, in the opinion of the Comptroller ‘of 
Customs, as fruit ons sper Ib. 004 
Pickles, including olives and sauces eee ++. per quart 0 04 
Salt, admitted by the Comptroller of Customs as fine per 200 lbs. 1 00 
Do., do., coarse, in bulk... per 200 lbs. 0 7% 
Soap and soap powders, perfumery, fancy ‘and toilet... per lb. 0 Of 
Spices, betel or areca nut, Pepper, and all seeds, except 
garden seeds... per lb. 0 04 


Spirits and strong waters ; “for every gallon computed 
at Sykes’ Hydrometer proof of spirits of every 
description (except perfumed spirits), including 
naphtha or methylic alcohol purified so as to be 
potable, and mixtures and 
spirite ... ..per gallon 3 50 

- Do., where a person importing sweetened ‘spirits, 
liqueurs. bitters and cordials or other preparations 
containing spirits in bottle has entered the same in 
such a manner as to indicate that - strength is 


not to be tested oe eee per gallon 4 50 
Starch of all kinds, ineluding corn ttarch oat ee per lb. 0 Ol 
Tea ove eos lb. 16 
*Tobacco, in leaf—_ 

If in packages containing not less than 800 lbs: 

1. Containing 10 lbs. or more of moisture in every 
100 lbs. weight thereof... per lb. 0 40 
2. Containing less than 10 Ibs. of moisture in 
every 100 lbs. weight thereof . os per lb 0 60 
If in packages containing less than 800 Ibs. : 
1. Containing 10 lbs. or more of moisturein hf 
100 lbs, weight thereof .. per lb, 0 60 
2. Containing less than 10 Ibs. of moisture in every 
100 lbs. weight thereof .. “a rT lb. 0 80 
Waters, Aerated or Mineral ote .-per dozen reput pints 0 16 
Wine of all other descriptions, in wood (previously 

taxed at 88 cents per gallon) «a . per gallon 1 00 
Do. do. in bottle... ose per dozen reputed quarts 3 00 
Do. do. GO, ave eve -.-per dozen reputed pints 1 50 


* Duty on tobacco to be paid on the weight being certified, either by a sworn 
weigher and gauger or otherwise to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of 
Customs. 
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The following articles have been added to the table of exemp- 
tions from duty, viz. :— 

Chemicals and other substances, which the Comptroller of 
Customs is satisfied are imported for the purification of water. 

Trucks for mining purposes. 


XXIT.— ¥XTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New SuGar BILL. 


A despatch, dated: 2nd April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitting copy 
of a Bill which has been laid before the Chamber by the Minister 
of Finance with a view to the change of the system at present in 
force for the levying of the excise duties on the manufacture of 
glucose, syrups, and “invert” sugar, .and imposing a tax at the 
rate of forty centimes per hectolitre of “prepared juice” in the 
place of the tax now levied on these articles in the course of their 
manufacture, and slightly increasing rather than diminishing the 
amount now paid. 

This change is proposed at the request of the manufacturers, as.. 
in accordance with the system at present in force, it was found 
impossible for the Government to grant any ‘“ drawbacks” on 
their exportation, but, under the proposed law, this difficulty will 
be removed, and it is hoped that the Belgian manufactxrers will 
thus be enabled to compete successfully with the large quantities 
of glucose now exported to England both from Holland and 
Germany. 

The text of the Bill may be seen in the original at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


oF SamMpLEs COLLECTED BY THE GERMAN 
CoMMERCIAL MISSION TO THE FR East. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador 
at Berlin, copy of a Memorandum drawn up by the Commercial 
Attaché to H.M. Embassy in that City, relative to the German 
Commercial Mission to the Far East, as follows:—On the 19th 
April, there was opened in Berlin, in the Reichstag building, an- 
exhibition of the samples collected in China, Japan and Corea, 
during the visit of the German Commercial Mission to the Far 
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East. This collection was to remain in Berlin until the 28th April, 

_and then go to Dresden, as Saxony is particularly interested 
-in the collected samples. The exhibition is only open to those 
persons actually interested in the trades concerned and to members 
of the Chambers of Commerce and some officials; no other 
persons are admitted, and entrance is only permitted on the pre- 
sentation of a permit from. the Society of Industrialists. The 
general report, and the valuable special reports on the different 
branches of particular trades to the East will not be published, 
except for private circulation amongst those persons interested in 
each particular branch. Copies of these reports are not to be 
obtained anywhere for the general information of the public. 

The “Nord Deutsche Zeitung” of the 20th April, however, 
gives a general account of the said exhibition, of which the follow- 
ing is a précis. 

The exhibition took place in two large rooms of the Reichstag 
‘building, where over 5,0)0 samples. were displayed, which 
show that the collection is the result of the close study of technical 
men who thoroughly understand their work. The exhibits have 
a twofold object, and show firstly what European and American 
goods are exported to East Asia, and secondly what goods can be 
purchased out there. + 

The most important exhibits are, by far, those of the clothing 
industries. The cotton industry is represented by over one 
thousand samples ; the silk industry has almost as many, and the 
woollen industry has several hundreds. There are large numbers 
of wonderful art coloured silks and embroideries; but these are 
less important to Germany than the small samples of plain silks, 
especially Chinese “‘ Pongees,” which are exported from China in 
_ such large quantities to France and India. Beside them is a 
collection of all kinds of Japanese “ habutayes.” The samples give 
a good idea of the colours and taste in favour in China and Japan. 

Alongside these native productions are seen samples of imported 
‘wares, such as black satins, velvets, and plushes in those colours 
and quantities which are in demand in the Far East. There is a 
large collection of ribbons and trimmings ; of raw silk of all kinds 
and in all stages, and especially of so-called Canton silk exported 
from South China; of Tsatlees from the country behind Shanghai. 
Such a complete collection has never before been brought together 
in Germany. It may also be mentioned that a new method of 
unwinding the silk from the cocoons has been found, by which the 
quality of the so-called “ wild silk” of Northern China will be much 
improved. Specimens of Corean silk productions are also shown. 

In cottons the collection especially shows tbe labour expended 
on this branch; all kinds of native and imported goods are shown, 
including those of the new mills in China and Japan. Samples 
are shown of all the leading cotton imports from England and in 
which Germans cannot yet compete. . 

Ramie, hemp, jute, banana-fibre, and articles made of them, are 
there also. 
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The wool exhibits are also most important. Wools of camel, 
sheep and goat wool are shown, which may be worth importing 
into Germany in the future; there are hundreds of samples of 
woollen yarn, especially zephyr yarns, so largely exported from 


Europe to Japan and China, Woollen goods of every kind are 


also seen. 

The collection shows that the trade in woollen goods in China 
is not yet important, but is far greater in Japan. The latter is 
highly developed in certain cloths and coverings. ‘heir serges 
and flannels are also shown. The textile manufactures show a 
large possible market for German combed wools. Japan has 
lately also taken to manufacturing muslins, which hitherto came 


so largely from France. This is also an opening for Germany. 


As in many other branches, in the iron and machine industries, 
the Commission had to chiefly confine itself to reports. The 
samples shown therefore, belong to the small metal industries. 
Japan shows many exhibits of metal and glass combined, of 
buttons, wire articles, locks, knives and scissors. The Chinese 
samples of metal wares are much rougher. 

Lastly, there is the collection of leather samples, which includes 
a great display of tanned hides from those Japanese factories, 
which supply large quantities for the army. 

There are also collected samples of Japanese watches, glass, 
writing materials, &c., of sugars, of Japanese real and imitation 
wines, of tinned and preserved things, such as condensed milk, &c. 


New GERMAN SHIPPING BoUuNTIES. 


A despatch, dated 16th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
translation of the new law relating to “Postal Subventions to 
Shipping Companies,” as follows :— 

1. The Imperial Chancellor is empowered to grant to the 
company, which in consequence of the laws of April 6th, 1885, of 
June 27th, 1887, and of March 20th, 1893, undertook postal 


-communications with Eastern Asia and Australia, an increase of 


the present subsidies to the extent of 1,500,000 marks (75,0001.) 
‘yearly in consideration of a fortnightly service to Cnina. He is 
‘also empowered to grant a fifteen years’ extension of the whole 
combined services, which are now extended by the increased 
subsidies now afforded. 

2. The speed of the vessels on the Chinese-Japanese line must 
on an average be :— 

(a) Between those ports of call in Europe in which the mails 
are taken on board or delivered, on the one hand, and the terminal 
port in Eastern Asia of the main line of steamers on the other 
hand—13 knots for old vessels and 14 for new-built ships.. 


| | | 
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_ (b) On branch lines—12°6 knots. 

The speed on the Australian line must on an average be :— 

Between those ports of call in Europe, in which the mails are 
taken on board or delivered, on the one hand, and whatever the 
postal port in Australia may be on the other hand—12: ‘2 knots, and 
for new ships 13°5 knots. 

3. The company undertaking this contract is bound during its 
duration to increase the rate of speed, herein agreed upon for the 
Chinese-Japanese and Australian main lines, for the new ships to 
the same extent as the speed of foreign competing postal shipping 
companies is increased. This is to be done if required by the 
Imperial Chancellor. 

Such an increased rate of speed is to take place without any 
corresponding compensation from the State, so long as that of the 
foreign steamship lines is raised without increase of the 
contract subsidy. 

4, The company undertaking this contract is bound to despatch 
the steamers on the Eastern Asiatic line alternately from Bremen 
and Hamburg. 


British Coats aT BorDEAvUx. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that the total imports of British coals into Bordeaux 
in 1897 amounted to 486,000 tons, of which quantity the French 
railways may be put down as having taken 33,000 tons. ‘The Médoc 
Railway Company consumes now annually from 4,000 to 5,000 
_ tons of British coal which must be taken into account, though 
formerly the quantity was too small to notice. There thus remains 
453,000 tons of coal for industrial and other uses; the annual 
consumption of the Gas Company at Bordeaux (about 62,000 
tons) being included. The amount imported in British vessels 
was— 


Quantity. 
Description of Coal. 

1896. 1897. 

Tons. Tons. 
Scotch ... ani 96,426 111,241 
Welsh ... ave 233,787 224,338 
North country .. 90,986 79,720 
Total page 421,199 415,299 


The difference being wnded under the French or other flags. 
Anthracite from the Llanelly district is coming into more. 
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general use for heating apartments, it being found to be better 
than the French. About 2,250 tons arrived at Bordeaux last 
year, and no doubt imports will increase. It is to be remarked 
that the railway companies during the past two years have main- 
tained their consumption of about 30,000 tons annually, whereas 
in 1895 they took about 70,000 tons. It is, therefore, to be pre- 
sumed that the difference required for their needs is drawn from 
French mines. Business in British coal is steadily increasing, 
prices being reasonable and without fluctuations. The absence of 
strikes in 1897 also helped matters greatly, as contracts could be 
entered into with more confidence. So long as the state of the 
English market remains stable, imports of coals will steadily 
increase, sudden variations in prices, strikes, &c., being most pre- 
judicial to a steady and good importation. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, '2051.) 


THE HarsourR OF ALMERIA. 


A report, dated April 7th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Vice-Consul at Almeria, giving the following 
particulars with regard to the harbour at that place :— 

The average tide within the enclosure is 0°64 metres (2 feet 1:19 
inches). The western pier has at present a length of 1,658 metres 
(5,439 feet). Of this length 1,028 metres correspond to the new 
portion, showing an increase of 41 metres since last year and 630 
metres to the old part. The eastern pier now extends its total. 
length, viz., 501-60 metres (1,645 feet). 

The depth of water at the end of the western breakwater is now 
144 metres (nearly 8 fathoms), with a depth of 6 to 9 metres in 
the portion of the old pier where vessels come alongside. At the 
end of the eastern pier there is a maximum depth of 12 metres (64 
fathoms), and the quay space will have a minimum depth of 
8 metres (43 fathoms). 

The western breakwater is signalled with a red light, which 
progressively is carried forward according as the construction of 
the pier extends. The entrance at the end of the eastern break- 
water is marked with a green light. 

It is to be noted that although the eastern breakwater is com-- 
pleted as far as length is concerned, the quay space is not yet 
available, as the whole space between the outer and inner skins, the 
latter formed of concrete blocks and dressed.masonry, is not yet 
completely filled in. 

There is also a slight bulging noticeable in the centre, and it 
is feared that another tier of concrete blocks and masonry on the 
outside will be required to strengthen the whole pier. On this 
account a considerable time must elapse before the quay aa 
referred to can be utilized for the purposes of trade. 


| 
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ProposED PusBLic Works IN ROUMANIA. 


A despatch, dated 11th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Bucharest, reporting that 
twenty-five and a half millions of francs are to be employed in the 
construction of railways and bridges, six millions for ecclesiastical 
buildings, public instruction, hospitals and prisons, twenty-four 
and a half millions for the completion of the Constantza harbour, 
and for the organisation of the Roumanian Maritime and Danubian 
Services, and twelve millions for certain military works. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A FRENCH COMMERCIAL DEPOT IN MONTENEGRO. 


A despatch, dated April 8 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Ambassador in Paris, enclosing copy of extract 
from the “ Journal Officiel,” reporting that a French steamer made 
three voyages to Antivari (Montenegro) in October, November, and 
December last, bringing from that port 13,050 sheep. Several 
Montenegrin traders profited by this opportunity to journey to 
Marseilles, and through the medium of the Chamber of Commerce 
of that city made important purchases of French products. 

_ These French goods found a rapid sale at Cettinje, and it is now 
proposed to establish at Antivari a sort of depot for the sale of 
French goods, such as wines, liqueurs, preserves, soaps, candles, 
cigarette papers, cloths, gold thread, shirts with or without collars, 
fancy goods, nails, cutlery, writing paper, pens, and purses. 
_ The importation of French goods into Montenegro was nil in 

1896, owing to the complete absence of a line of steamers or of 
sailing vessels between Marseilles and the Adriatic, but the 
statistics for 1897 will show a different result, according to the 
French minister at Cettinje, since the voyage of a single French 
steamer on three occasions has sufficed to show what a market 
there is for French goods. 


PRODUCTION OF PETROLEUM IN THE DutcH East INDIES. 


A despatch, dated 6th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, transmitting 
statement of the production of petroleum in the Dutch East 
Indies, according to which, in the course of the past year or two, 
there has been a considerable development of this industry, which 
promises to become very extensive. The prospective market for 
the product is a very large one, for not only among the natives of 
the Dutch East Indies is petroleum pretty sure to replace to a 
great extent the cocoanut oil now used for lighting purposes, but. 
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the whole of the eastern coasts of Asia, and especially China, will 
almost undoubtedly become consumers. 

The oil obtained in Sumatra is reported to be of excellent 
quality, with a higher flashing point and with a smaller loss in 
refining than the current American oils, while the cost of pro- 
duction is asserted to be materially lower than that of the latter. 

Among the more important enterprises lately brought before the 
Dutch public is the Mocara Enim Concession in Sumatra. This 
concession appears to have been pitched upon by the well known 
American monopoly, the Standard Oil Company, for the purpose 
of obtaining a footing in Netherlands India. Proposals were made 
to and entertained by the board of the Mocara Enim Company 
by representatives of the Standard Oil Company which would have 
had the effect of bringing the first named company’s operations 
directly under the control of the latter; and a general meeting of 
the shareholders of the Mocara Enim Company was advertised to 
have been held in the last days of February last, for the purpose 
of ratifying the proposed agreement. 

Immediately before the day fixed for the meeting, however, the 
Board of the Mocara Enim Company received from the Nether- 
lands Colonial Minister a categorical declaration to the effect that 
the company’s concession, which is of a preliminary nature only, 
would not be ratified should the company be placed under the 
control of the American monster monopoly. The meeting had in 
consequence to be postponed. 

It is understood that negotiations with the Standard Oil Com- 
pany have been broken off for the present; but it is stated that 
the latter company had already purchased a considerable interest 
in the Mocara Enim Company. 

Since the interference of the Colonial Minister the Royal 
Netherlands Petroleum Company for the exploitation of petroleum 
wells in the East Indies, which is the principal undertaking of 
that nature in Sumatra, has also made proposals to the Mocara 
Enim Company, with a view to a practical amalgamation. 

As yet, however, no decision has been arrived at by either com- 
pany as to the course to be adopted, but it is thought probable 
that a meeting of the Mocara Enim Company will be held shortly. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE IN PALESTINE. 


H.M. Consul at Jerusalem, in a report to the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2050), states that the principal foreign countries 
which compete with Great Britain in the trade of Palestine are 
Austria, Belgium, France, and Germany ; but through the medium 
of commercial travellers or competent agents British manufacturers 
might be able to secure a still further sale of British goods in the 
country. Such articles as pumping engines, iron tubes, stove grates 
and kitchen ranges, agricultural implements, machinery and tools, 
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locks, padlocks and keys, jewellery, bits, buckles, whips and brushes, 
all of which are now imported from Germany, France, Belgium 
and Austria, might be imported from Great Britain instead, and 
British manufacturers would do well to consider the matter. Not 
a little also might be done in the sale of earthenware and glass- 
ware. The markets are flooded with a great variety of very 
cheap articles of this sort, manufactured in Austria, France, and 
Germany, such articles being in common use among the poorer 
classes, and in the colonies of immigrant Jews, which are now 
annually becoming more numerous. ‘T'o furnish samples of all 
the different kinds of these goods would be somewhat difficult and 
expensive, but an expert taking note on the spot might enable 
British manufacturers to turn out similar, but probably more 
durable articles, at the same cost, and thus displace the foreign: 
article from the market. 

Manufacturers in France, Austria and Germany regularly send 
travelling clerks or commercial travellers year after year to 
Palestine, with collections of samples of the different articles they 
produce, and by the help of other agents resident in the country 
these commercial travellers obtain and forward orders to their 
respective employers for execution. It is also stated that amongst 
the merchandise thus imported there are some articles which the 
manufacturers in the above-named countries purchase in the 
English factories, and as these latter do not despatch their own 
commercial travellers to Palestine, it may be advisable to call 
attention to the fact. 


LoapinG STEAMERS AT GALVESTON AND NEW ORLEANS. 


A Report, dated 19th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, enclosing extract 
from the ‘‘ Galveston News,” giving an account of the difference 
in method pursued in loading steamers at the port of New 
Orleans, as compared with Galveston. 

It appears that in Galveston the practice has been to hold 
loaded cars of export commodities in the railroad yards until the 
arrival of the ships for which they were intended. Then the cars 
are got out and switched to the pier at which the ship is berthed. 
Each of the ship brokers has his pier. In consequence of this 
method the railroads have, each season, and particularly during 
the early part of the present season, found themselves. seriously 
embarrassed by the accumulation of cars in their yards, the yards 
not only being blocked with freight, but a large part of the equip- 
ment of the lines being tied up and rendered non-productive. 
Even when the ships arrived and were ready to take the freight 
there were serious difficulties, because it was not an easy matter to 
get at the particular cars wanted. 

In New Orleans the methods are somewhat different. They are 
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necessarily so, because the wharves are not concentrated as they 
are in Galveston. In addition to the city’s wharves there are the 
terminals and docks of the railroads, viz.: The Illinois Central at 
Stuyvesant docks, the Southern Pacific at Algiers, the Texas and 
Pacific at Westwego, and the docks and terminals at Chalmette, 
which are used by other lines. In New Orleans the loaded cars are 
not held in the yards for the arrival of ships, and the cars are not 
switched to the ship at one pier, that is to say, all the cars arriving 
by different lines are not concentrated at one pier for the ship to 
complete its loading without moving. The cars, as they come in, 
are unloaded by each of the rail lines at its own pier. The ship 
moves from pier to pier until it has picked up its cargo. 

By this method the railroads are enabled quickly to release their 
equipment and to send it back on the line for more freight, and 
there are no vexatious delays in getting at cars in the yards after 
a ship is in port and ready for its cargo. It is said that even 
with the great distances between the several docks at New Orleans 
the system works satisfactorily with the ships as well as with the 
railroads, and that excellent despatch is secured. 

The account appears to recommend the adoption at Galveston of 
the system in vogue at New Orleans. 


THe Mexican Cotton INpustTRY. 


According to a report of H.M. Consul at Mexico, the conditions 
under which cotton goods are manufactured in Mexico are so 
favourable, that, even with a smaller degree of protection than they 
at present enjoy, it would be very hard if not impossible for 
English cottons to compete with them. The price of the raw 
material, except for the import duty, which is not quite 1d. per |b., 
is practically the same as in England; although fuel is dear the 
gross expenditure under this head is not large, owing to the 
extensive use of water for motive-power; taxation is light; and, 
finally, labour, which though not of a high order is good enough 
for the manufacture of the class of goods for which there is the 
largest demand in Mexico, is extremely cheap. Under these 
circumstances it is only because the output of the Mexican factories 
has never yet been sufficient to supply the local demand, that it 
has been possible to continue the importation of low grade English 
piece-goods into this market ; but there are strong grounds for 
believing that this state of things will not last long. 

The normal increase of consumption of cotton piece-goods does 
not exceed 3,000,000 square metres, or 150,000 pieces per annum. 

As against this, the increase of manufacturing capacity in 1897 
over that of 1896 was about 500 looms, representing a minimum 
output of 300,000 pieces, while the new factories, which are now 
in course of erectionand will be in operation before the end of 1898, 
will have 1.200 new looms, giving an output of nearly 750, 000 
pieces. At, this rate, therefore, it cannot be long before the 
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Mexican factories will be in a position to produce all the plain and 
coloured cotton goods of ordinary qualities required for home 
consumption. 

It is useless to attempt to disguise the fact that this will be a 
severe blow to English trade, as more than half the value of the 
English cotton goods exported to Mexico consists of cheap cloth, 
which must eventually be excluded from this market. English 
- manufacturers, however, should bear in mind that the capacity of 
the ordinary Mexican operative is limited, and that, in order to 
_ produce goods of superior fineness or of a variety of textures, 
skilled labour, usually foreign, has to be employed, which, while 
often unsatisfactory, i is always expensive and adds very materially 
to the cost of production. In such materials, then, a field as yet 
_ but little explored is open to British enterprise, and if merchants, 
instead of being content merely to supply goods for which there is 
already a demand, were to exert themselves to introduce new 
articles direct to the consumers, and especially those of the poorer 
classes, it might well happen that the resulting trade would prove 
far more important than that at present existing. (Fore« ji Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 453.) 


ConsuLaR AID TO TRADE 1N CuRAGOA. 


In a report on the Trade and Commerce of Curagoa and its 
dependencies for the year 1897, H.M. Consul in that island writes 
as follows with regard to communications received by him on trade 
subjects :— 

“T have received several letters of inquiries from British manu- 
facturers since the appearance of my last report. ‘The greatest 
number of letters were from manufacturers of machinery, gun- 
powder, arms, and ammunition. In this island we are not 
accustomed to handle machinery, because there are no cane, coffee, 
or cotton plantations, nor distilleries of any kind; but we have in 
every instance recommended those asking for information to try the 
markets of the neighbouring Republics. Gunpowder, arms, and 
ammunition are not imported here on account of a law prohibiting 
the exportation of these articles. Only blasting powder is imported 
in small quantities from the United States of America, and used 
here for blasting stones which serve for the erection of buildings. 
Were the arsenals of the West India Islands open for the free 
exportation of arms and ammunition, large quantities of these 
articles could be disposed of on those markets at profitable prices. 

*To some of the other British manufacturers and exporters who 
made inquiries whether there was any market here for several 
lines of goods, we have written and advised according as was the 
- case with their special merchandise. In the latter part of the 
year a Manchester firm made a consignment of their sewing 
machines for the realisation of which the best efforts are being 
made, trusting that these machines will be acceptable on: this 
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‘market. At:about the same time a London firm also shipped.a 
trial consignment of sardines which will undoubtedly be soon 
disposed of. 

“The request contained in several letters received from importers 
of produce into Great Britain to bring them to the notice of 
exporters of produce from this island have been complied with, 
and a list of the names of the principal exporters has been sent 
to each. British trade with this colony does not differ to any extent 
from the results of the: previous years, as far as I am able. to judge 
without official statistical returns. 

“The importation of the Wrexham lager beer is continually 
on the increase, and I am able to state that its share of the 
consumption (including an insignificant amount of stout) is at 
present 25 per cent. of the total imports of this article, which 
should be deemed most: satisfactory considering that formerly 
English lager beer was unknown here. The remaining descriptions 
of beer used here are Dutch, German, Norwegian, and Swedish.” — 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2047.) 


CONSTRUCTION OF SUBMARINE CABLE BETWEEN TTENERIFFE 
AND CuBA. 


A despatch, dated 4th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Madrid, sncleing 
copy and translation of a Royal Decree as follows:— 

Article..1..'The Minister for the Colonies is authorised to 
announce a public auction for the concession for the construction 
and establishment of a submarine telegraph cable between Cadiz, 
Santa Cruz of Teneriffe, the Island of Vieques (near Puerto Rico) 
and Havana. 

Article 2. The following list* of conditions in general, financial 
and scientific matters, for the auction and for the concession are 
agreed to. 

Article 3. The Government will explain the present Decree to 
the Cortes, and will propose the concession of a credit sufficient to 
cover the.expenses incurred by the contract, as well as submit to 
the Cortes the estimates of the various Ministers interested in the 
above-mentioned project. 


New CONTRACT BETWEEN THE NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT AND THE 
Paciric. Mat. STteamsHip Company. 


A communication, dated 25th March last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Granada (Nicaragua), 


* The list referred to may be seen in the original at the Commercial Department 
' of the Board of Tratle, 7, Whitehall-gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 
11 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


| 

| 
| 
| 

| 


‘May 1898,] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIO AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 589 


stating that the Government of that Republic has recently signed 
a contract with ‘the Pacific Mail Steamship’ Company for the 
carriage of mails, freight, and passengers to and from the Ports " 
Corinto and San Juan del Sur. 

The terms of the contract are practically the same as the old one 
just expired, except that there will now be three direct connections 
with New York every month, instead of two as heretofore. 

A translation of the contract may be seen at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall-gardens, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p-m. 


DELAYS AT COLOMBIAN Ports. 


A despatch, dated 9th March last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires at Bogota, stating that several 
complaints had been received through the Panama Consulate from 
the agents of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company, to the effect 
that the Customs authorities at Tumaco frequently delayed vessels 
for much longer pericds than their contracts stipulated, and that 
these vessels were detained during Sundays and other “ feast days” 
in accordance with instructions from the Government of Bogota. 

In reply to representations made to the Minister for Forei 
Affairs, it was stated that orders were sent by telegraph on t e 
22nd of January to the authorities at Tumaco, instructing them to 
despatch vessels with a fixed itinerary on “ feast days.” 

It is hoped that the telegraphic orders will compel the authori- 
ties to perform the duties required by the contracts, and relieve 

_the company from the losses thereby caused. 


THE WHEAT Crop oF ARGENTINA, 


With reference to the reports for the year 1897 from H.M. 
Consulate at Buenos Ayres, and from the Vice-Consulate of 
Rosario, in which the wheat crop for the present harvest is 
estimated as allowing from 1,000,000 to 1,200,000 tons for export, 
a report, dated 23rd March, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Acting-Consul at Buenos Ayres, stating that, 
though that estimate was at the time in no -way excessive or 
exaggerated, unprecedented heavy rains have caused considerable 
damage to the crop while in stack, and also since threshing has 
taken place, it has been found that damage due to frost has been 
much greater than was anticipated. 

Owing therefore to these circumstances, the estimate of the 
amount of wheat available for export should be stated as from 
750,000 to 850,000 tons, of which amount some 500,000. tons,. al 
probably be shipped from the port of Rosario. 
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SHIPPING AT TRIPOLI. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, the British Vice-Consul at 
Tripoli states that, »s regards British shipping at that port there is 
a falling-off of 30 vessels and 8,514 tons, chiefly steamers, repre- 
senting a decrease of 15 per cent., caused by barley not being an 
article of export, and by the fact that two or three small steamers, 
which used to engage in the Malta and coasting trade, found more 
‘profitable employment elsewhere. There is no direct import trade 
between Tripoli-and the United Kingdom, British manufactures 
destined for this market being transhipped at Malta and Tunis, 
chiefly in foreign bottoms. The direct export trade to Great. 
Britain is carried on almost exclusively under the British flag, and 
is usually confined to one article, esparto grass, and occasionally 
to esparto grass and barley, when a favourable harvest enables the 
‘natives to dispose of their surplus crop. Excluding Turkey, there 
is no trade in British vessels between Tripoli and foreign countries, 
all the vessels which arrive from France, Italy, Spain, Greece, 
and Tunis coming in ballast, after discharging their cargoes of 
coal at ports in those countries. 24 British vessels arrived from 
Malta, all, with the exception of 3, being in cargo; and 18 which 
came from Turkey also brought cargoes. Those which sailed for 
British ports, including Malta, all took cargoes with scarcely a 
single exception, as also did those bound for Turkish ports. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series 2048.) 


OPENING OF THE ConGo RatLway To STANLEY POOL. 


A despatch, dated 29th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels stating that, 
according to a telegram received in Brussels, on the 28th March 
last, the first locomotive had reached Dolo on the 16th March, 
and that the Congo line is thus open in its entire length. 

A letter has also been received at the legation from Major 'lhys, 
directing administrator of the railway, with information of the 
completion of the line, and conveying the thanks of the company 
for the assistance given to that work, with the kind permission 
of Her Majesty’s Government, by a large number of British 
subjects. 


Harsourk Works AT LOURENGO MARQUES. 


A despatch, dated 28th March, last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Lisbon, transmitting transla- 
tion of an extract from the ‘*‘ Diario de Noticias” relating to the 
projected harbour works at Lourengo Marques, as follows :— 

“The Government have received from General Silverio Pereira 
da Silva, charged with the surveys for the Lourengo Marques 
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harbour works, a telegram announcing the inauguration on the 
21st March last of the said harbour works, when the first block of 
masonry was laid down. 

“By the law of September 21st, 1897, the Government were 
authorised to proceed to the construction of the necessary works 
for the improvement of the harbour of Lourengo Marques by 
means of partial contracts made by public competition. or this 
purpose the general plan of the works must be drawn up; after 
the approval of the plan the contract for the first section will be 

ranted; the cost of the same, including the works already 
effected by the Government, is not to exceed 1,350 contos of reis 
(£300,000). 

** Consequently, the works which are now being proceeded with do 
not affect the carrying out of the law referred to ; and as is known, 
the Government, in order to defray the expenditure, have at their 
disposal, in virtue of the contract with the ‘‘ Nacional Ultramarino” 
Bank the sum of 300 contos of reis (£66,666), which has already 
been partly applied to the purchase of materials and to other works 
of construction, such as the embankment near Ponta Vermetha. 

“The plan of the works will be shortly concluded. Geological 
soundings are now being made, and as soon as these shall have 
been terminated, there will be the necessary data in order to decide 
where and under what condition the various works are to be 
carried out.” 


THe TRADE OF KorEa. 


” A Report has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Séul transmitting a comparative statement of 
the amount of customs duties levied at the Treaty Ports in Korea 
from the opening of the country to foreign intercourse in 1884 up 
to the present date. The following table shows the amount of the 
Import Duties, Export Duties, and Tonnage Dues collected for the 
last five years :— 


& £ £ 
1898... ... 82,885 10,715 715 44,265 
1894 ... ... 85,788 11,578 740 48,101 
1895 ... ... 68,172 18,462 1,678 80.307 
1896... ... 48,548 24,520 «1,875 74,943 
1897... ... 68,721 42,905 2,010 113,636 


Consul-General Jordan states that, as the Customs Tariff has 
undergone no alteration, the above figures give an accurate idea of 
the steady progress of Korean trade. ‘The collection for last year— 
113,6351., as against 74,9431. in 1896—is far the largest on record 
and is more than double the figures five years ago. The total, 
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collection is still relatively small, but it must. be remembered 
that there is no article like opium paying a heavy import duty, 
and that there is a considerable trade which does not fall within 
the control of the foreign Customs establishment. 

British trade seems to have done more than hold its own during 
the past year. ‘The total import of cotton piece goods in 1897 was 
5,062,823 dollars (516,829/.) as against 3,338,545 dollars (361,6751.) 
in 1896, of which over 300,000. were Manchester goods. Grey 
shirtings, which are all British, rose from 1,567,967 dollars 
(169,863/.) in 1896 to 2,120,761 dollars (216,494/.) in 1897. 


XXIV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Imports oF Pic Iron anpD UnwrovGuTt STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received at the Board of Trade from the 
Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron ‘and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of January 
and February, 1898, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel Unwrought. 
Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 

1898. Tons. £ Tons. £ 
January 19,216 374 | 3,918 
February 7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 
March ... bod 5,156 30,951 2,772 12,369 
April ... 5,094 11,116 3,013 |. 13,099 
Year ended Dec. 31st, 1897 ...| 91,196 209,275 25,927 128,892 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. 


The “ Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published. tables showing 
that the total number of vessels passing through .the Canal in the 
month of January last was 289, of a gross tonnage of 1,078,885 
tons. 

Of these 289 vessels, 189 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
720,305 tons ; 32 German, 122,262 tons; 19 French, 74,854 tons ; 
17 Dutch, 48,399 tons; 11 Austro-Hungarian, 40,498 tons; 
3 Russian, 21,176 tons; 7 Italian, 18,642 tons; 3 Spanish, 
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12,596 tons; 2 Japanese, 11,686 tons; 4 Norwegian, 7,429 tons; 
1 American, 930 tons ; and 1 Portuguese, 108 tons. 


CONSUMPTION OF COFFEE IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES. 


The following table, showing the annual consumption of coffee 
for the last five years in the United States and the principal 
countries of Europe, is taken from the ‘‘ Economista ” :— 


Europe. U. 8. A. 

Tons. Tons. 
1893... 271,498 248,117 
1894... vie 272,191 258,822 
1895... wes 277,400 _ 260,880 
1896... 291,150 267,880 
1897 305,150 318,170 


As will be seen from the above, the consumption of coffee in 
the United States in 1897 exceeded that of the whole of Europe. 
The European countries which consumed the most coffee are 
Germany (136,390 tons) and France (77,310 tons). The United 
Kingdom consumed only 12,420 tons and Italy 12,500 tons. 


AMERICAN CARRIAGES IN ENGLAND. 


The exports of carriages and cars from the United States to the 
United Kingdom in 1897 was valued at more than twice as much 
as in 1887. The “ Manufacturer” states that one of the reasons 
. of this general prosperity in the American carriage trade is that 
the United States have a fundamental advantage in their splendid 
supply of lumber; and that American manufacturers have also the 
advantage of the brains of every nationality of Europe. In their 
workshops may be seen smiths from France and Sweden, trimmers 
from Germany, carvers from Italy, and general artisans from 
England. Another attraction is the higher wages which are paid 
in the States, being about double the rates paid in England and 
France, and more than treble those paid in Belgium, Austria and 
Italy. 

The Americans are famed for their wheel making, and keep an 
enormous quantity of the best timber stored for this purpose. It is 
said that the favourite timber with them is second growth hickory. 
When a forest has seen burnt or cut down the hickory tree grows 
up in a vigorous form, and the toughness and elasticity which it 
possesses renders it, when properly seasoned, most suitable for the 
manufacture of the American wheel. 

The article quoted also states that there are already several 
London depots for the sale of American made vehicles, and that 
there is plenty of trade for American manufacturers, but the needs 
and tastes of the peoples must of course be taken into account. 
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A couple of years ago a firm of American carriage makers shipped 
1,800 carriages to Germany, “in the white,” i.e., ready for paint- 
ing, and all in one year. What is possible in Germany is equally 
so in other European countries, even more in England, where there 
are no tariff hindrances. 


AMERICAN ENGINES FOR THE LONDON UNDERGROUND 
RalLway. 


In bidding for the construction and equipment of the new 
underground railway which will have London as a. field of opera- 
tion, the “ Iron Age” states that several American manufacturers 
have been successful thus far. Orders have been. placed for the 
furnishing of 8,600 horse-power of Allis engines, an entire Babcock 
and Wilcox boiler plant, and a condensing system manufactured 
by the Wheeler Condenser and Engineering Company, known as 
“The Barnard Water Cooling System.” 


WATERWAYS IN RussIAN CENTRAL ASIA. 


It is announced that the Russian Government has decided to 
open a water route into the interior of Russian Turkestan, and thus 
furnish the country with ways of communication, and to some extent 
with water also. For this purpose, the “ Engineering and Mining 
Journal” states that advantage will be taken of a line of depressions 
or valleys extending from a point on the lower course of the Amur- 
Daria River westward to the Caspian Sea. The Amur-Daria now 
falls into the Sea of Aral, and the Russian engineers who made the 
first surveys of Turkestan supposed that the depressions referred to 
were at one time the bed of the river, and that it had formerly 
fallen into the Caspian. More exact surveys have disproved this 
theory, but the fact remains that a canal to the Caspian can be 
built on a comparatively easy line. The Russian experience in 
Turkestan has shown that the ancient fertility of the country can 
be restored by irrigation, and large shipments of cotton are now 
made to Moscow. Some promising mineral deposits have also been 
located, and transportation in addition to the present Trans-Caspian 
Railroad is much needed. 


IN SIBERIA. 


The New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal” gives some 
particulars of the work done by the commission appointed to study 
the economic geology of the country along the line of the Siberian 
Railroad. Their first undertaking was to investigate the coal 
deposits with a special view to the fuel supply of the great road. 
At the date of the last report, in 1597, over 50 groups of workable. 
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coal or lignite beds had been discovered. In Western Siberia, 
between the Oural and Altai chains there are no coal or petroleum 
deposits along the line, while timber is scarce. ‘he commission 
therefore organised explorations on a large scale, extending to the 
shores of the Okhotsk Sea, where both coal and gold have been 
found. ‘The following are the principal groups of coal deposits 
already discovered in the region traversed by the railway :— 

Kirghiz Steppes.—A little to the south of the railroad the 
nearest coal deposit is that of Gratchevo; but the richest in coal 
of good quality is that of Djaman-Taou, while the mineral is also 
found at Taldyskoul. ‘The coal of these deposits may be conveyed 
by the Irtish and Ichim rivers to Omsk and Petropavlovsk, 
important stations on the Siberian Railroad. 

Altai.—The Kouznetzk coalfield contains numerous deposits 
both of Jurrassic and Carboniferous age, the seams sometimes 
attaining a thickness of 13 ft. Several deposits in the Kouznetzk 
district have also been explored, the coal of which contains from 
65 to 70 per cent. of carbon and no sulphur. 

Yenissei Basin.—In this district there are numerous deposits, 

especially in the valley of the Yenissei River not far from Kras- 
noyarsk, where the lignites of Tertiary formation commence, a 
better coal being found along the banks and at the mouth of the 
Lower Tounjouskat. Large deposits of free-burning lignite occur 
in seams 64 ft. thick along the banks of the Oka, a tributary of 
the Angara, especially near the confluence of the Zima. 
_ Baikal Chain.—Coal is found at several points on both slopes of 
the Baikal Chain, especially in the Angara Valley, to the north of 
Yakutsk. Coal seams also occur on the south-west shore of Lake 
Baikal, at the mouth of the Mourine, and in other places. Coal 
deposits, the geological age of which is not yet determined, have 
long been known to exist in the valley of the Selenga between 
the towns of Selenginsk and Verk-hne-oudinsk. 

Beyond the Yablonovoi Mountains.—Near the sources of the 
Amour and its upper tributaries coal deposits are frequent, though 
they have not been explored; and several deposits have been 
known to exist since the eighteenth century, this being the case 
with that of the Orei, where lignite is found containing pieces of 
well-preserved wood, and also with those of Kouloussoutai and 
Douroi, discovered in 1742, the latter being well situated for 
transport. 

Amour Valley—-The Amour Valley and those of several of its 
tributaries are rich in coal. In the valley of the Zeya, near its 
confluence with the Selendja, is found an inferior mineral ; and in 
the Boureya Valley almost vertical seams have been proved in 
three or four places. In the neighbourhood of Innokentieva, on 
the Amour, several lignite seams, 3 ft. thick, are worked by the 
inhabitants ; and on the lower Amour a series of seams, together 
6§ ft. thick, has been discovered. Near Vladivostok, coal 
deposits abound, -while they also occur on the shores of the 
Japan Sea. 
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 Sakhalin.—Coal has been largely worked for 40 years in Sak- 
halin, and at the present time attention is being specially directed 
to the deposits discovered in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
gold mines on the shores of the Okhotsk Sea. 


Russtan. LOCOMOTIVES. 


According to the “Indian and Eastern Engineer” the number 
of locomotives in Russia at the commencement of 1898 was 8,123, 
Of these locomotives about one-eighth were compound engines. 
Nearly one-half of the 8,123 engines were built in Russia, and of 
the whole number as many as 45 per cent. were built before 1880, 
The fuel used on 40 per cent. of the locomotives was coal, while 
32 per cent. of the engines used petroleum, and 28 per cent. wood, 


BELGIAN EXPERIMENTS IN BEER-MAKING. 


The United States Consul at Brussels reports that the general 
association of the Belgian brewers has in view the creation in the 
district of Brussels of an experimental bureau for the trial of pro- 
ducts for beer-making. The object of this bureau is to study all 
questions of a technical nature concerning the brewing industry, 
such as the use of brewers’ yeast, research as to the different 
methods of production, analysis of all secondary products sold to 
brewers, &c. There will also be a study of all technical questions 
submitted yearly to the brewers’ congress 

A capital of at least 25,000 francs (1 ,0001.) will be subscribed 
by different professional syndicates and by individual brewers. 
The annual budget of expenses, comprising the acquisition of 
products and apparatus, and the salaries of the employees, will be 
covered by the public funds. 


FRENCH RAILWAYS. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” publishes the following 
statement with regard to French railways in 1896 and 1897 :— 


Length of line open 1897. 1896. 
on 3lst Dec. ... Kiloms. 37,283 37,042 
Receipts ... Frs. 1,313,052,198 1,275,157,832 


PoOUNDAGE ON FRENCH Money ORDERS. 


The following modifications, according to the Monthly Circular 
of the British Chamber of Commerce in Paris, have been made in 
the poundage on French Money Orders, by a law recently 
promulgated. 
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_ Art. Ist. The poundage on pencenee orders is modified as 
follows :— 

Up to 20 frs., five centimes per 5 5 frs. or fractions thereof. 

From 20 to 50 frs., 25 centimes. 

From 50 to 100 frs., 50 centimes. 

From 100 to 300 frs., 75 centimes. 

From 300 to 500 frs., 1 franc. 

Over 500 frs., 1 fr. for the first 500 frs. and 25 c. for 

every additional 500 frs. or fractions thereof. 

The poundage on money orders issued in France and Algeria 
for the French colonies shall not be less than 25 centimes, and a 
supplementary tax, calculated upon the rate of exchange, shall be 
charged for loss on exchange. 

A similar tax shall also be charged upon money orders of 200 
frs. and above between Algeria and France. 

Prescription in the case of money orders obtains after a period 
of three years, instead of five years as heretofore. _ 


ELecrric LIGHTING IN PARIS AND BERLIN. 


The ‘‘ Bulletin des Usines Electriges,” in an article discussing the 
question of extending the time of the concession for lighting Paris, 
gives a few interesting’ details about electric lighting in Berlin to 
the effect that there are some 800,000 incandescent lamps of 
16 c.p. installed, besides several thousand arc lamps. The length 
of mains is about 186 miles, and the power developed is about 
28,000 h.p. There are also some 1,600 motors, taking 6,450 h.p. 
The price for lighting is 75d. per kilowatt-hour, for power 2d. 
per kilowatt-hour. Paris demands some 25,000 h.p. for about 
418,000 lamps of 10 candles and 7,448 arc lamps, with about 240 
miles of mains. The motors number 5138, requiring 1,940 h.p., 
and the price is 11}d. per kilowatt-hour. 


MINERAL PropucTION oF SPAIN IN 1897. 


The following table showing the production of certain minerals 
in Spain in the years 1896 and 1897 is taken from statistics 
published in the “ Epoca” of Madrid :— 


1896. 1897. 
Lead ... ein ... tons 167,017 176,000 
Pee ... kilogs, 64,554 131,000 
Quicksilver... ... flasks not stated 49,540 
Copper (of all kinds)... tons 1,500,954 1,458,191 
Zinc ore ie ... .tons 64,828 60,000 


THE SpaANISH MERCANTILE MARINE, 


The following statistics relative to the condition of the Spanish 
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mercantile marine on the Ist January, 1898, are given in the 
“Bulletin Commercial,” as taken from Spanish official sourcees— 


Steamers. vessels, 
0. 0. 
Above 1,000 tons ... on 191 8 
From 500 to 1,000 tons... 107 41 


The total tonnage of the steamers is 499,230 tons, and of the 
sailing vessels 158,693 tons. ‘Ihe province of Bilbao leads the 
way with 151 steamers of an aggregate tonnage of 200,052 tons; 
then follows Barcelona, 75 vessels, 97,738 tons ; Seville, 53 vessels, 
55,331 tons; and Cadiz, 30 vessels, 38,594 tons. 


PropucTion oF Coan IN HunGary IN 1897. 


According to the “Kohlen Zeitung” the coal production of 
Hungary for two years has been as follows, in metric tons :— 


: 1896. 1897. Increase. 
Brown coal (lignite) 3,800,000 4,130,000 330,000 


Total........ .... 4,920,000 5,280,000 360,000 


The Hungarian lignite is of very variable quality. Experiments 
in coking lignite and in its use in the blast furnace are being 
made in several districts, with some degree of success. 


MiInE WorKERS IN HunGary. 


According to official statistics, the number of persons employed 
at mines in Hungary in 1896 was as follows :— : 


Men. Boys. Women. Total. 
Coal mines...... 24,959 1,672 751 27,382 
Tron mines...... 8,031 1,034 + 343 9,408 


Metal mines ... 15,623 2,598 281 18,502 
Asphalte and 
petroleum ... 475 3 wat 478 


eon 49,088 5,307 1,375 55,770 


Wages are low, the highest paid in coal mines being about 3s. 
per shitt of eight hours. Iron miners earn 1s. 8d. to 2s. 6d. per 
day, and metal miners 1s. 2d. to 1s. 4d. per day. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL IN THE UNITED SraTEs. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” states that the produc- 
tion of coal in the United States in 1897 amounted to 146,134,330 
short tons (of 2,000 Ibs.), and of anthracite, 52,122,408 short tons 
—a total of 198,256,788 tons, or 6,270,000 tons more than the 
total of 1896. 

The output of coal alone in 1897 was 8,500,000 tons more than 
in 1896, but the amount of anthracite produced was 2,250,000 tons 
less. 

The amount of coal produced in 1896 (according to the latest 
official figures of the Board of Trade) inclusive of lignite, was 
‘171,416,000 long tons of 2,240 lbs. 

The ‘‘ Moniteur,” above quoted, states that the average value of 
the total production in 1897 was rather less than 1 dollar (4s. 2d.) 
per ton. 


AMERICAN ENGINES FOR THE SIBERIAN RaILWay. 


It is reported that the Russian Government has given orders to 
American firms for about 200 engines for the Siberian Railway. 
The “ Indian and Eastern Engineer” states that, in view of the 
English engineering strike, it was thought that this order would 
be given to German firms, but the American firms are said to have 
to underbid their German competitors. 


THE AMERICAN PLAYING Carp INDUSTRY. 


The “ Manufacturer” states that, owing to undue competition 
and over-production, the prices of playing cards were for several 
years so low that they not only did not afford a profit, but were less 
than the cost of manufacture. Last July prices were raised 10 
per cent., and on January Ist, 1898, there was another increase of 
the same amount, so that the business at last afforded profits, 
though not large, and any further advance, it is said, is not at all 
probable now. 

The importation of cards of European make into the United 
Siates began to fall off in 1863, and is now very small. Most of 
the foreign cards received come from Germany, and, while having 
elegant backs, are said to be poor in the quality of the material. 
On the other hand, an American export trade in the finer makes 
began about twenty years ago, and has been growing every year. 
The trade began with England, extended to its colonies and to 
South America, and then spread pretty much all over the world. 
he English and German manufacturers were competed with, but 
there was no attempt to undersell them, the American cards 
winning their popularity on their merits of quality. Besides 
making cards with special backs for many American clubs, one 
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firm in New York supplies distinctive packs to two clubs in 
England, in addition to the general trade there. 

The total consumpticn of playing cards in Great Britain is 
small in comparison with the amount taken in the United States, 
and this is attributed to the fact that it is against the law in the 
‘United Kingdom to play cards or other games in most places 
where alcoholic beverages are sold, so that card-playing is chiefly 
restricted to clubs and families. The extent of the demand in 
America is indicated by the remark of an American manufacturer 
that 300 gross of packs of playing cards were shipped by his 
factory last June to the Klondike region. He declared that the 
increase in the total consumption of cards in the States kept very 
even pace with the increase of the popular vote, the number of 


‘packs sold last year being 13,200,000. It never exceeded this 


ratio except during the war, when the increase was caused by an 
unusual destruction of cards through various mischances of camp 
life. Attempts to enlarge the demand beyond the limit men- 
tioned, by low prices or otherwise, had always proved unavailing. 

The price of playing cards now range from 4s. 2d. to 21. 10s. a 
dozen packs, the latter figure being for the elaborately finished, 
gilt-edged cards, which are in request for gifts at the holiday 
season. The greater number of cards sell for an average of about 
12s. 6d. a dozen packs, or about 1s. 8d. a pack, retail. 


TINNED FISH AND VEGETABLES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


According to the ‘‘ Manufacturer,” the fruit and vegetable canning 
industry of the United States represents an invested capital of 
£3,000,000, with an annual trade of about £6,000,000, and employs 
more than 60,000 persons. It is chiefly carried on in two States, 
Maryland and New York. The fish canning business of the 
country is carried on at 100 establishments, in which more than 
5,500 persons are employed. ‘The value of the canned fish output 
is £1,400,000 a year. The chief product in this line is in canned 
salmon, which is mainly put up in the State of Oregon. In the 
East more than 2,500 persons are employed in fish canning in 
Maine and 700 in Massachusetts. The oyster canning industry of 
the United States is conducted in less than 20 establishments, 
which do a business of between £600,000 and £800,000 a year, 
employing 3,500 persons. Eighty per cent. of this branch of 
business is done in the State of Maryland. 


DEPRESSED CONDITION OF TRANSVAAL T'RADE. 


_ A Pretoria newspaper, states that there entered the port 
of Lourengo Marques during the month of February last 
22 British steamers and 4 sailing vessels, bringing 11,100 tons: 
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_7 Norwegian sailers with 10,000 tons: 4 German steamers and 1 
sailer with 1,650 tons: and 3 French steamers with 900 tons, 
making a total of 25 steamers and 10 sailing vessels, bringing 
23,650 tons, divided as follows: general cargo, 8,200 tons: timber, 
11,200 tons: railway material, 4,250 tons. This makes the total 
‘imports for January and February some 50,000 tons, as against 
90,000 odd for the same months of last year. The journal adds: 
“ More striking evidence of the enormous falling-off in Transvaal 
trade could not well be furnished. Things generally in Delagoa 
are going from bad to worse. Money there is none. All con- 
fidence is gone, whilst everything plainly shows that the future 
outlook is considered gloomy unless Transvaal circumstances are 
made to improve.” 

A further indication of the depressed condition of Transvaal 
Trade is furnished by the returns of the Government Revenue 
paid into the Johannesburg Mining Commissioner’s Department 
during February last, as reported in the ‘‘ Johannesburg Times ” 
of March 9th last. This amounted to 61,599]. as compared with 
103,791. for January, or a decrease of 42,1921., and a falling off of 
20,7721. as compared with the corresponding month of last year. 


Detacoa Bay Harsour Works. 


The “South African Trade Journal” states that the harbour 
improvements at Delagoa Bay are to cost £1,000,000, of which 
£700,000 has been subscribed by a French and Portuguese syndi- 
cate. The work consists of a deep sea wall and the reclaiming of 
342 acres of valueless mudbanks, uncovered at low water, and 
reaching from Reuben Point to the Customs Pier. 


PETROLEUM IN THE DetcH East INDIEs. 


According to a recent report from the United States Consul at 
Batavia, the imports of oil into Java for two years have been, 
in gallons :— 


1896. 1897. 
American... ... 16,786,820 20,092,900 
Russian 7,319,510 4,951,060 


Langkat (Sumatra) ... 3,306,520 5,295,690 


Total ... 27,412,285 30,439,965 


The current prices are 5s. 3d. per case of 10 gallons for 
American oil;. 5s. ld. for Russian, and 4s. lld. for Langkat. 
The duty on foreign oil is about 2d. per gallon. The Consul 
says that Russian oil, though it undersells American, is being 
driven out of the market. ‘The Sumatra oil shows a larger per- 
centage of increase than the American oil, but this is due to the 
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‘lower price of the local article. It must be taken into considera- 


tion that a most determined fight is being made against the 


‘Standard Oil Company, and that everything is done, officially and 
commercially, to hinder and annoy it. Locally, it is commonly 


reported that the Standard Oil Company is doing business at a loss, 
whereas the Sumatra oil companies are supposed to be making 


money, one of them having last year paid a dividend amounting to 


100 per cent. There is a successful refinery in Java, near Scera- 
baya, and it is claimed that Borneo will prove to be a great oil 
country. 


THE SHANGHAI-WoosunG RalLway. 


The Shanghai-Woosung Railway, which, it is expected, will be 
opened to traffic about the beginning of June, is only fourteen 
miles in length. Already, says the ‘“ Nortn China Daily News,” 
the permanent way and stations (four in number) are finished, and 
very little now remains to be done but laying the rails and sleepers. 
Coming to the rolling stock, the locomotives, which are already on 
the spot, have been made in America, and are of thv latest type, 
combining speed with great strength. The trucks and carriages 
for passengers are being made at the carriage works in Tientsin, 
though, of course, the wheels, springs and axle boxes have been 
imported from Europe. It has been arranged to run first, second 


‘and third class carriages, the rates both for freight and passenger 


conveyance being in conformity with western notions. 


Russian 8.8. SERVICE IN CHINESE WATERS. 


The “Straits Budget” publishes information that the Russian 
Government is about to inaugurate an extension of the Russian 
services of steamers to the East, which, when carried out, may 
revolutionise the existing communications. The railway between 
Vladivostock and Habarofka has already been completed, and 
the time distance between Vladivostock and Central Siberia has 
been considerably shortened. Meanwhile, the Russian marine 
traffic in the East has increased, and the Russian Government 
is now consulting with Messrs. Scherveloff & Co. upon the 
question of inaugurating new steamship services in the Orient. 
The scheme includes a weekly service of steamers between 
Vladivostock, Hong Kong, and Shanghai, the steamers to call at 


Nagasaki and Canton. 


Tea ADULTERATION IN CHINA. 


According to the “Straits Budget” the Tsungli Yamen has. 
requested the Viceroy of Kiangsu to give orders to his subordinates 
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to admonish all tea planters and merchants to be careful in the 
quality of teas exported, and not to mix leaves of inferior quality 
with good teas, to the detriment of the trade. The Viceroy has 
accordingly instructed the Shanghai magistrate to that effect. 


THE Harsours OF HAINAN. 


The “North China Herald” quoting from an article in the 
“Hong Kong Daily Press” states that, on the south-west of 
Hainan is the excellent and land-locked harbour of Yulingkan, 
only distant about sixty miles from the direct track of vessels 
bound from the south to China, capable of being converted into a 
fortified port, and of far more importance than Port Arthur, in that 
it commands the route of the whole of the China trade except that 
carried on with America across the Pacific. Yulingkan was in the 
old sailing ship days a favourite resort of vessels bound up the 
China Sea, especially during the north-east monsoon, when vessels 
ran in for shelter during a blow, and to refit and obtain fresh 
provisions for the crews. . 

The trade of Hainan is capable of considerable development, and 
there are two excellent harbours, one, Chunlan on the north-east 
coast, and the other, Heungpo on the west coast, which would be 
much visited were the whole island thrown open to trade. Chunlan 
is the headquarters of the junk trade with Singapore, and Heungpo, 
although not possessing any trade of great importance at present, 
has great possibilities, as the largest river in the island discharges 
into the sea there. Yulingkan itself can never be a trading port 
of any consequence, for the adjoining country is mountainous and 
sparsely populated ; its only value lies in its strategical possibilities 
as a naval stronghold. 


IN Inpo-CuHina. 


The “ London.and China Telegraph” states that at a recent meet- 
ing of the French Asiatic Colonial Union, M. Charles Depincé read a 
paper on the railways of Indo-China, dealing with the question of 
the necessary capital and the great importance of the projection of 
railways in the Peninsula. In the course of his remarks, which 
may be interesting, when taken in connection with the article on 
Trade Routes in Siam, in the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” he went fully into the whole subject of railway communi- 
cation, making suggestions as to the branches necessary for 
connecting different parts of Indo-China and the lines which should 
be constructed for placing the Colony in communication with exterior ' 
countries, notably with China and Siam. He presented a table 
showing the details of his proposals, which appear to have been 
well considered and calculated to meet the necessities of the case. 
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The lines of the greatest importance are :—Hanoi-Haiphong; Hanoi- 
Vinh-Phu-Lang; Thuong-Laokay; Tourane-Quang-Tri, Salvan-: 
naket; Saigon-Binh-Thuan ; and Mytho-Cantho. The length of 
this network of lines would be 1,473 kilometres, and the estimated — 
outlay 170,250,000 francs. Thelinesof secondary importance he puts 

as follows:—Vinh-Quang-Tri; Binh-Thuan-Tourane; Saigon- 

Battambang; Cantho-Kampot; Than-Nguyen-Soc-Giang; and 

Kemmarat-Song Cau. The length of these will be 1,750 kilo- 

metres, and the estimated cost f.208,750,000. The total length of 
the two first networks would be, therefore, 3,223 kilometres, at a. 
total estimated expenditure of f.379,000,000. Thelines coming third 

in the order of importance he places as follows :—Bac-Ninh-Tien- 

Yen; Vinh-Luang Prabang; Luang Prabang-Laokay; Hanoi-. 
Laichauet and beyond ; Stung-Treng-Tourane ; and Saigon-Kralie. 

The length of these lines would be 2,650 kilometres, and the 

estimated cost f.390,000,000. These proposals, therefore, constitute 

a total length of railways of 5,878 kilometres at an estimated 

expenditure of f.769,000,000. 


Census oF Korea. 


The population of Korea, and other facts relating to the distri- 
bution of the people, remain still matters of conjecture. It is not 
to be supposed that no attempts were formerly made to compile 
statistics. On the contrary, the “Japan Weekly Mail” states that. 
the Department of War had a list supposed to show the number of 
males in the country, and the Department of Finance had returns, 
corrected every three years, giving the number of houses and 
their occupants for taxation purposes. But it appears that the 
provincial officials who were primarily responsible for the com- 
pilation of these lists showed figures smaller than the reality. 
They collected taxes from everyone, of course, but paid into the 
Treasury only sucha proportion of the actual sum as the nominal 
population bore to the real. It thus resulted that the census lists 
gave a population about three times as small as the true number, 
and that while 15 million yen were collected by the tax-gatherers, 
only 5 millions went to the Government. Last year a census was. 
taken for the first time after Western methods. The result was a 
total of 1,332,501 houses and 5,195,028 inhabitants, being an 
average of between 3 and 4 per house. Moreover, the number of 
males was 3,869,767, and that of females 2,328,481; the males, 
contrary to the general rule in other countries, being the more 
numerous by 541,212. It is strongly doubted, however, whether 
these figures are correet, or even approximately correct. The 
editor of the ‘‘ Korean Repository” thinks that the population is 
about 17 millions. , 


: _ TRADE OF BritisH Inpia For 1897. 
‘ The following tables, showing the trade of British India (imports 
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and exports) for the calendar year 1897, have been received at the 


Board of Trade from the India Office :— 


Imports. 
I. Live animals, food and drink, and narcotics :— Rs. £ 
(a) Live animals... coe ove 23,00,438 
(6) Food and drink... ooo ose 10,03,41,791 
(¢) Narcotics (opium and tobacco) ... 28,83,572 
Total ... ooo .| 10,55,25,801 6,619,106 
Il, Raw materials :— 
(a) Textile (including twist and yarn) 4,10,56,879 
(6) Metals bas 63,32,026 
(ce) Other (including chemicals and drugs) ...| 2,88,18,839 
Total ... 7,62,07,744 | 4,780,131 
III. Manufactured articles :— 
(a) Textile ose see 25,32,46,409 
(6) Metals (including hardware and cutlery) | 6,55,47,406 
(ec) Other (including machinery, railway 
materials, dyes and oils) ... 16,47,34,465 
Total ... --| 48,35,28,280 | 30,329,311 
1V. Coin and bullion :— 
(a) Gold ... 6,44,54,859 
(0) Silver... --| 12,39,11,242 
Total ... ...| 18,83,66,101 | 11,815,264 
Grand total ... ..| 85,36,27,926 | 53,543,812 
Exports (including re-exports of Foreign Goods). 
I. Live animals, food and drink, and narcotics :— Rs. £ 
(a) Live animals...  18,23,499 
(6) Food and drink oh 24,40,47,809 
(c) Narcotics (opium and tobacco)... 6,78,13.632 
Total ... ..| 31,31,84,940 | 19,644,525 
II, Raw materials :— 
(a) Textile ooo ..| 22,89,60,598 
(ce) Other (including chemicals and drugs) ...| 15,48,12,432 
Total ... sis ...| 38,56,76,662 | 24,191,569 
III. Manufactured articles :— 
(a) Textile (including twist and yarn) ...| 15,84,74,902 
(6) Metals (including hardware and cutlery) 14,24,913 
(c) Other (including dyes and oils) ... «| 11,49,71,355 
Total ... 27,48,71,170 | 17,241,204 
IV. Coin and bullion :— 
(a) Gold ... ove «| 2,25,55,618 
(4) Silver ... oes 4,53,72,545 
Total... ..| 6,79,28,164 | 4.260.794 
Grand total ... ove 65,338,182 


* The coasting trade between Indian seaports is not included in this Statement ; 
nor is the trade across the external land frontier of India. The totals of the 
external land trade for the calendar year 1897 were—Imports Rs. 5,31,36,133 (= 


3,332,964/.), and exports Rs. 4,93,18,886 (==3,124,889/.) 


N.B.—The rupe-s are converted into sterling at 15-054d. per rupee, the averaye 


rate obtained for the Secretary o! State’s bills on India during the year 18 


97. 
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CANADIAN IN 1897. 


The annual report of the Dominion Department of Railways and 
Canals for 1897 shows that the number of miles of completed 
railway in the Dominion is 16,687, an increase of 300 miles over 
the previous year, besides 2,218 miles of sidings. The number of 
miles laid with steel rails is 16,477, and the number of miles in 
operation is 16,550. The paid-up capital amounts to 921,858,232 
dols., an increase for the year of 22,040,332 dols. The gross 
earnings are 52,353,277 dols., an increase of 1,807,707 dols., and 
the working expenses aggregated 35,168,665 dols., an increase of 
126,010 dols. compared with those of the previous year, leaving the 
net earnings 17,184,611 dols., an increase of 1,681,697 dols. 

The number of passengers carried was 16,171,338, an increase of 
1,260,031, and the freight traffic amounted to 25,500,331 tons, an 
increase of 1,033,506 tons. The miles run by trains were 45,780,851, 
an increase of 1,280,249. The accident returns show that seven 
passengers were killed during the year. 

Government railways for the year show a decrease in the earning 
and a decrease in the working expenses. The gross earnings of all 
the Government roads for the year were 3,060,074 dols., a decrease 
of 80,604 dols. and the working expenses of 3,177,269 dols., a 
decrease of 77,133 dols. The net loss for the year was 117,205 dols. 

On the Intercolonial the gross earnings were 2,866,028 dols. and 
the working expenses 2,925,968 dols., making the excess of expen- 
diture 59,940 dols. The expenditure was less than that of the 
previous year by 88,858 dols. and the gross earnings were less b 
91,612 dols. The net loss on the year’s operations was 59,940 dols. 
The expenditure on the enlargement of the canals for the year was 
2,348,636 dols., with 321,627 dols. for repairs. There was an 
increase in the revenue of 41,000 dols. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA IN 1897. 


The “ Canadian Gazette ” notes that the greatly increased activity 
in the mining industry of Canada during 1897 is brought out toa 
marked degree in the report just issued by the Dominion Geolo- 
gical Survey. 

The report shows that the value of the gold produced amounted 
to 6,190,000 dols.; of copper, 13,300,802 pounds were produced, 
value, 1,501,660 dols.; of lead, 39,018,219 pounds, value, 
1,396,853 dols.; of nickel, 3,997,647 pounds, value, 1,399,176 dols. ; 
of silver, 5,558,446 ounces, value, 3,322,905 dols.; of iron ore, 
71,451 tons of two thousand lbs., value, 178,716 dols.; of mur- 
cury, 688 pounds, value, 324 dols.; and platinum to the value of 
6,600 dols. 


THE Resources OF MANITOBA. 
| ‘The “ Canadian Gazette” points out that farming, tlough the 
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chief industry of Manitoba, is by no means the only one. Manitoba 
has other valuable resources in her mines, lakes, and forests. 
The mining region that is. just now attracting most attention is 
that stretching from the Lake of the Woods along the Winnipeg River 
to Lake Winnipeg. This is the same formation as in the Lake of 
the Woods district, and it is believed that development will prove 
it productive of gold ores of great richness. On Lake Winnipeg 
there are also mines of iron and limestone deposits ; and here and in 
various other parts of the province there are deposits of brick, tile, 
and pottery clays, building stone of different kinds, ete. On Lake 
Winnipegosis there are numerous salt wells that produced 
commercial salt as far back as 1820, and which, with the advent of 
the railway, are now being re-opened. 

From her forests, chiefly about her great lakes and in the Riding 
and Duck Mountains, Manitoba secures a large quantity of spruce 
lumber, and supplies of tamarac, jack pine, poplar and scrub oak. 
There are also smaller forest ranges along the rivers, and in the 
Turtle and Pembina mountains toward the international boundary 
line. The spruce woods along the Assiniboine, from a little east 
of Brandon to a short distance west of Portage la Prairie, are also 
a valuable asset of the Province. The Dominion and Provincial 
Governments are acting in concert to preserve these woods from 
their worst enemy, fire, and to keep up the area of woodland as 
large as at present. There are also valuable woods, containing 
pine, in the eastern part of the province. Some of this pine is 
floated down the Rosseau and Red Rivers to Winnipeg, while other 
mills from this district are located at Whitemouth. There are a 
large number of mills cutting spruce timber on Lake Winnipeg, 
Lake Manitoba, on the Assiniboine River at Brandon, in the 
Dauphin Country, and at other points. 

From the forests, too, Manitoba receives an important commodity 
of trade in the shape of furs. The fur trade in Manitoba proper is 
doubtless steadily decreasing, but there is a large territory to the 
north and east which will continue to produce furs for many years 
to come. The trade and navigation returns for the year ended 
June 30th, 1896, state that the exports of undressed furs from 
Manitoba amounted in value to the sum of 811,839 dols.; while 
this doubtless includes many furs obtained in the territories, it 
serves to show the importance of this trade to the west. The 
total given for Manitoba and the territories is 851,417 dols. 

Another important industry is that of fishing, a large fleet of 
steam and sailing vessels being employed in this business on Lake 
Winnipeg. To a less extent fishing is carried on on Lake Manitoba, 
and the opening of the Dauphin Railway has started the industry 
in Lake Winnipegosis. The chief source of trade is the whitefish 
fishery. 


TRADE OF LaGos In 1897. 


The “lagos Weekly Record” publishes the following figures, 
D2 
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showing the value of the import and export trade of Lagos for the 
last three years 


1895. 1896. 1897. 
£ £ £ 
Imports... ... 834,110 903,704 766,686 
Exports... ... 985,895 962,760 792,453 

Total ... £1,820,005 £1,866,464 £1,559,089 


‘The value of the exports of the staple products of the Colony 
for the above three years was as follows :— 


1895. 1896. 1897. 
£ £ £ 
Rubber... ... 269,892 347,730 283,260 
Palm Kernels... 345,429 343,205 292,461 
Palm Oil ... .. 205,553 159,970 95,941 


TRADE AND REVENUE RETURNS OF CAPE CoLony. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of 
Good Hope Government Gazette,” from which it appears that the 
value of the imports into the Colony for the two months ended 
28th February, 1898, including specie amounted to 2,487,4811. as 
compared with 3,008,133/. for the corresponding period of 1897. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the two months 
ended 28th February, 1898, including bullion and specie, was 
3,796,764l., as compared with 2,679,476/. for a like period in 1897. 

The total unaudited revenue, including railway receipts, in the 
of February last was 585,336/., as compared with 546,0271. 
in 1897. 

For the eight months, July— February, 1897-8, it amounted to 
4,494,9811., as compared with 4,834,381/. in 1896-7. 


RalLway CONSTRUCTION IN NEw SouTH WALES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the courtesy of the 
Agent-General for New South Wales a copy of the report of the 
Department of Public Works in that colony for the year ended 
30th June, 1896. The gross expenditure on public works for the 
year amounted to 1,772,486l., of which 208,1541. was expended in 
railway construction. 

The report shows that no new lines were completed or opened 
for traffic during the year. The undermentioned lines and exten- 
sions were, however, in course of construction, namely :—- 

Narrabri to Moree.—The contract for the construction of this 
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extension was let on 10th July, 1895, and the time allowed for its 
construction was eighteen months. The length of the extension 
is 63 miles. 

Jerilderie to Berrigan.—This extension is intended to serve a rich 
tract of wheat-growing country, and has a Jength of 21 miles. 

Parkes to Condobolin.—This line branches off at Parkes from the 
Orange to Forbes Branch of the Great Western Railway, and will 
have a total length of 62 miles. 

All these three new lines are of the “ pioneer” class. The works 
are of the cheapest possible character, and are being constructed 
with the strictest economy. Fencing is dispensed with for the 
most part ; the necessary bridges are built entirely of timber; the 
formation is carried near the surface of the ground at a height 
varying from 8 to 12 inches above it; while the rails used are 60 lb. 
steel flat-bottomed, 30 feet in length, and spiked to sleepers, which 
are round-topped, and placed 14 to the rail length. It is expected 
that, in consequence of the strict economy thus practised, the cost 
of construction, including bridges, station accommodation, and 
charges of all kinds, will not exceed £2,300 per mile. 


AMERICAN STEEL RaILs FOR GOVERNMENT WORKS IN 
AUSTRALIA. 


The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” for March 15th last 
states that some little excitement has been created by the 
announcement that the Government has accepted an American 
tender for the supply of 80 and 100 Ib. rails and fishplates required 
- by the Railway Department. There were five tenders in all, con- 
sisting of two American, two British, and one German ; the latter 
and one of the first named were informal. The quantity specified 
was 12,789 tons of steel rails and 1,250 tons of fishplates, and the 
lump sums of the three tenders were: British, No. 1, 81,2561., No. 
2, 79,2741. ; and American 75,4711., delivered at Melbourne. The 
successful tenderer was the Pennsylvania and Maryland Steel 
Company of the United States, the relative prices being 41, 19s. 9d. 
per ton for the rails, and about 9/. 7s, 8d. per ton for the tishplates, 
delivered at Melbourne, 3,505 tons to be delivered in six, 3,510 
tons in nine, and the balance in twelve months, from signing of 
contract. 


PRODUCTION OF BEER IN VICTORIA. 


The “ Australasian Trade Review ” publishes the following table 
taken from a return prepared by the Excise Department of the 
Custom House showing the quantity of beer made, and bottled, 
and the materials used in the manufacture thereof in the colony of 
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Victoria for 1897. The particulars are as under, the figures for 
1896 being given for comparison : 

+Increase* 

Beer Made— 1896. 1897. —Decrease. 

From Malt and Hops ... gals. 729,150 633,502  -95,648 


Malt, Hops and Sugar 
» 13,762,951 13,933,906 +170,955 


XXV.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol—The annual meeting of this chamber was held on 
April 25th last, the Mayor of Bristol in the chair. The annual 
report was taken as read, and adopted on the motion of the presi- 
dent, and the retiring members were re-elected. 

Hull—A meeting of the Shipping Committee of this Chamber 
was held on 27th April last. Mr. A. Wilson presided. 

The Merchandise Marks Act Amendment Bill, which seeks to 
amend the Merchandise Marks Act, 1887, so far as it affects goods 
imported into the United Kingdom in transit or for exportation, 
was considered, and it was decided to ask Mr. C. H. Wilson, M.P., 
to give his support when the bill came on for second reading. 
Under the existing Act, goods imported for home consumption 
and goods imported merely to be forwarded to other countries are 
directed to be dealt with in the same way. The object of the bill 
is to free the latter class of goods from examination or detention, 
and thereby to arrest the injury which has resulted to the shipping 
and transit trade from the operation of the existing Act. 

A communication was read from the various members of the 
seed crushing trade calling attention to the large quantity of nails 
and pieces of iron which are found in the deliveries of cotton-seed 
‘from steamers in Hull, specimens of which were shown to the 
committee. It is supposed that these are used in fastening shifting 
boards and their supports, and are carelessly dropped into the 
seed when such boards are being taken down as the vessel is dis- 
charging, incurring great risk in the event of such getting into 
the cakes or amongst the machinery. 

It was resolved that the secretary should communicate with the 
various shipowners of the port calling their attention to this matter, 
and asking them to give instructions to their foremen and stevedores 
to prevent this occurrence. 

It was resolved to oppose the Merchant Shipping “ Flag” Act, 
which proposes to issue certificates of competency to masters, mates, 
and engineers only who are British subjects. 

Leeds—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Leeds 
Chamber was held on April 26th last, Mr. E. Matheson (chairman) 
presiding. 
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The Secretary presented a draft memorial in favour of the 
adoption of the metric system. At the recent gathering of the 
Associated Chambers, he said, a resolution moved on behalf of the 
Leeds Chamber in favour of the metric system was passed, and, as 
was usual, the Leeds Chamber, as the Chamber on whose initiative 
the resolution had been passed, had been asked to prepare the 
memorial, which, when adopted, would become the memorial of 
the Associated Chambers. It asked the Government to name a 
date after which the use of the metric system should become com- 
pulsory, and that, in the meantime, the Government should, with 
a view to familiarising the use of the system, adopt it in all their 
contracts and returns. With the same view, it was suggested 
that the table already issued by the Board of Trade, in which 
English weights and measures are expressed in their metric equiva- 
lents, should be posted up in all Government offices, including 
post-offices, throughout the country, and that the officials should 
be instructed to carry on business, when required, according to the 
metric system instead of the present system. 

Walsall,—The ordinary monthly meeting of this Chamber was 
held on 25th ultimo, Mr. T. A. Smith, President, in the chair. 

The Leeds Chamber of Commerce wrote enclosing a resolution 
petitioning the Government to negotiate the new treaty with 
Germany on amore equitable basis. It pointed out that Leeds 
goods were taxed in Germany from 55 to 100 per cent., and urged 
that the new treaty should be more reasonable than the last one. 
It was desired that a combined resolution should be sent to the 
Government from the Chambers asking them to make such a 
treaty as would be more beneficial than the last one, or leave 
the matter alone, and have transactions under the Most Favoured 

Nations Clause. 

The President proposed that they support the Leeds Chamber, 
stating that twenty years ago his firm had a big trade with 
Germany, but the high tariffs had killed it entirely. 

Eventually, on the suggestion of the President, it was agreed 
that circulars be sent out to the manufacturers asking for informa- 
tion as to the effect of German tariffs on local industries. 


XXVI.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Railway, &c., Bills. Report by the Board of Trade upon ull 
the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Harbour and Vidal Waters, Gas, 
Electricity, and Water Bills, and Provisional Orders of Session 
1898, iii. Price 8d. 

This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade. It 
contains statements relating to the number of railway, canal, 
tramway, gas, electric lighting and water bills; the total proposed 
capital and the total length of proposed railways and tramways; 
also the number of applications to the Board of Trade for Pro- 
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visional Orders under the Tramways Act, the Gas and Water 
Works Facilities Acts, and the Electric Lighting Acts; together 
with bills, for railways, etc., by existing and new companies, and 
bills for tramways, gas, electric lighting and water. 

2. Customs Tariffs of the United Kingdom from 12800 to 1897 ; 
with some notes upon the history of the more important branches of 
Receipt from the year 1660 (C. 8706). Price 7s. 6d. 

This is a return prepared by Mr. T. J. Pittar, the chief of the 
Statistical Office at the Custom House, giving the history of the 
customs tariffs of the United Kingdom from the commencement 
of the nineteenth century. In his report Mr. Pittar remarks that 
it was not until the year 1823 that the rates of duty on nearly all 
articles in Great Britain and Ireland were equalised. The duties 
leviable from that date onwards will be found set out in full, for 
each year, in the general tables appended in the Report, which, 
for the sake of convenience, have been arranged in sections, covering 
usually the period elapsing between any two Consolidation Acts, 
or at any rate between considerable measures of reform. 

It was found, however, that it would be impossible to adopt the 
same plan for the period between the years 1800 and 1823, without 
extending the book to an additional volume, or perhaps two volumes 
of tne size of that now submitted. The reason for this lies in the 
fact that not only were the tariffs exceedingly voluminous in the 
earlier portion of the century, but chiefly, because during that 
period an entirely different list of rates was in force in Ivreland, 
from that current in Great Britain, and it would, therefore, have 
been necessary to give separately the tariff of both countries. But 
as the Irish duties were quite as numerous as those of Great 
Britain, it was judged that to print the whole would be not only 
to undertake a cumbersome work, but one which is really 
unnecessary. 

Under these circumstances it was thought that it would be 
sufficient to give a selection of the principal duties in force in 
certain of the years during the period in question. Lists have 
therefore been prepared showing the chief rates of duty for the 
year 1800, as indicating the state of customs taxation in Great 
Britain and Ireland immediately prior to the Union. Similar 
lists are also given for 1805, which succeeded large alterations in — 
the tariffs of both countries, and for 1816, the date of the consoli- 
dation of the exchequers; and these abstracts afford a fairly 
comprehensive view of the Customs until, in 1823, by the Act 4, 
Geo. IV., cap. 72, the commercial union of the two countries was 
accomplished, just as the Tarliamentary union had been effected 
by the Act of 1800, and the fiscal union by that of 1816. 

In respect, however, of the more important branches of receipt, 
such as the duties on corn, wine, tea, tobacco, sugar, and foreign 
spirits, a longer retrospect is given, the legislative changes in the 
rates from 1660 to the present day being traced briefly in separate 
sections apart from the general tables. 

Timber demanded distinct treatment, chiefly on account of the 
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voluminous character of the lists of rates, which precluded their 
inclusion in the general tables without expanding the latter to an 
inconvenient size. 

It is also explained that the statutes of the last century which 
regulate Irish trade are dealt with only in the briefest manner. 
Interesting as those laws are, they relate to matters that still excite 
controversy ; beside which, with the exception of certain articles of 
foreign produce, the tables presented with this report are confined 
to the tariffs of the nineteenth century. The countervailing duties, 
however, between Great Britain and Ireland, as well as the union 
duties—both the result of the Act of Union, and therefore sub- 
sequent to 1800, are shown. 

3. Employment of Women. Board of Trade, Labour Department. 
Report by Miss Collett on Changes in the Employment of Women 
and Girls in Industrial Centres. Part I. Flax and Jute Centres. 
(C. 8794.) Price 6d. 

In his introduction to the present report the Commissioner for 
Labour states that it has been prepared, in accordance with the in- 
structions of the Board of Trade, by Miss Collett,one of the labour 
correspondents, in continuation of the Report on the Statistics of 

‘mployment of Women, published in 1895. 

The aim has been to bring together in a convenient form the 
most important information regarding the conditions of labour of 
women and girls at various periods of the present century which 
is contained in. official reports, and to supplement this information 
by fresh inquiry with reference to special points. 

The present volume refers to the flax and jute trades, mainly 
in Scotland and Ireland, regarding which there is a certain amount 
of information in the reports of various Royal Commissions and 
other official publications. 

While the report is intended rather as a collection of material 
to assist further study than as a history of women’s employment, it 
will hefound incidentally to throw light on several questions in which 
much interest is taken at the present time, e.g., the transition from 
the domestic to the factory system of industry, married women’s 
labour, and the relation of women’s to men’s work, both as regards 
character and remuneration at various periods. 

4. Light Railways Act, 1896 (Basingstoke and Alton Laght 
Railway Order, 1897), Order made by the Tight Railway Com- 
missioners and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, 
authorising the construction of Light Railways between Basingstoke 
and Alton in the County of Southampton (C. 8749), Price 2d. 

This is an Order made by the Light Railway Commission and 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade in pursuance of the 
provisions of Section 10 of the Light Railways Act of 1896. It 
authorises the construction by the London and South Western 
Railway Company of a light railway between Basingstoke and 
Alton. 

The railways referred to and authorised by this Order are :— 


A railway (No. 1) 12 miles and 4 furlongs or there- 
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abouts in length, commencing in the parish of Basing- 
stoke by a junction with the widening No. 3 authorised 
by the South Western Railway Act, 1895, and ter- 
minating in the parish of Chawton by a junction with 
the company’s Farnham, Alton, and Winchester line. 

A junction railway (No. 2) 3 furlongs and 3:50 
chains or thereabouts in length, wholly in the parish of 
Basingstoke, commencing by a junction with the main 
line of the company and terminating by a junction with 
the said railway (No. 1). 

The railways shall be constructed on a gauge of 4 ft. 84 in., and 
the motive power shall be steam. 

5. Lnght Railways Act, 1896 ; East and West Yorkshire Union 
Light Railway Order, 1897. Order made by the Light Railway 
Commissioners and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade 
authorising the construction of a Light Railway between Robin Hood 
and Royd’s Green Lower, in the West Riding of the County of York. 
(C. 8750.) Price 14d. 

This is an Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners and 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade. It authorises the 
construction of a light railway between Robin Hood and Royd's 
Green Lower in the West Riding of the County of York. 

The railway hereinbefore referred to and authorised by this 
order is :— 

A railway, 1 mile, 6 furlongs and 3 chains or thereabouts 
in length, wholly in the Parish of Rothwell, commencing by 
a junction with the East and West Yorkshire Union Railways 
and terminating at Royd’s Green Lower. 

The railway shall be constructed on a gauge of 4 feet 8} inches, 
and the motive power shall be steam. 


6. Agreement between the United Kingdom and Portugal modifying 
the Postal Money Order agreement of January 17th, 1883. Treaty 
Series, No. 5, 1898. (C. 8779.) Price 4d. 

The agreement was signed at Lisbon, February 3rd, 1898. 

7. East India (Currency). Copy of the despatch addressed by the 
Court of Directors to the Governments of Bengal and Madras on the 
25th day of April, 1806, dealing with the coinage of India. 127. 
Price 2d. 

This is a return to an address of the House of Commons, dated 
15th March, 1898, prepared by the India Office. It gives in full 
detail the regulations laid down by the directors of the Honourable 
East India Company in the year 1806 with regard to the coinage 
of the rupee in the Governments of Bengal and Madras. 

_8. Despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 
tnclosing an agreement concluded between the Chinese Government 
and the Russo-Chinese Bank for the construction of the Manchurian 
Railway. Russia, No. 1, 1898. (C. 8777.) Price 14d. 

The above return contains a copy of the conditions of the agree- 
ment between the Chinese Government and the Russo-Chinese 
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Bank respecting the Russo-Chinese Manchurian Railway, which 
has been published in the Russian Official Gazette. 

9. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Tables showing the extent 
in Statute acres and the Produce of the Crops for the year 1897. 
(C. 8623.) Price 3d, 

This is the Annual Report of the Registrar-General for Ireland. 
It refers to the year 1897, and is stated to be issued in anticipation 
of the more detailed report on the agricultural statistics of the 
country. The Registrar states that the tables showing the acreage 
under crops issued in August last have been carefully revised, and 
the figures regarding this subject contained in the present report 
are as correct as such statistics can reasonably be expected to be. 

Comparing the extents under the principal cereal crops in 1897 
with those for 1896, we find an increase of 9,216 acres, or 24°2 
per cent., in wheat; a decrease of 18,463 acres, or 1°5 per cent., 
in oats; a decrease of 2,528 acres, or 1°5 per cent., in barley ; and 
a decrease of 657 acres, or 4°8 per cent., under rye. In green 
crops, potatoes decreased by 28,449 acres, or 4:0 per cent. ; turnips 
increased by 495 acres, or 0° 2 per cent.; and mangel wurzel and 
beetroot increased by 348 acres, or 0:6 per cent. In other crops, 
flax decreased by 26,716 acres, or 37:0 per cent. ; hay from clover, 
sainfoin, and grasses under rotation decreased by 17,943 acres, or 
2-7 per cent.; and hay from permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation decreased by 8°339 acres, or 0°5 per cent. 

Compared with the average acreage for the 10 years, 1887-1896, 
there is an increase of 6,539 acres, or 2-2 per cent. in turnips; an 
increase of 5,882 acres, or 12°1 per cent. in mangel-wurzel and 
beetroot ; and an increase of 16,516 acres, or 0°8 per cent., in hay ; 
1,149 acres, or 0:2 per cent., in the extent under clover, sainfoin, 
and grasses under rotation; and 15,367 acres, or 1:0 per cent., 
in permanent pasture or grass not broken up in rotation. Each of 
the other principal crops shows a decrease—the decrease in wheat 
being 21,109 acres, or 30°9 per cent.; in oats 65,949 acres, or 5°3 
per cent.; in barley 2,710 acres, or 1°6 per cent.; in bere 166 
acres, or 52°9 per cent.; in rye 168 acres, or 1*3 per cent. ; in 
potatoes 74,771 acres, or 9°9 per cent. ; and in flax 48,041 acres, or 
per cent. 

Comparing the average yield per acre in 1897 with that in 
1896, we find there is in cereal crops a decrease in wheat of 1°4 
cwts.; in oats of 0°4 cwt.; in barley of 3:0 cwts. (equivalent to 
16°5 per cent.) ; and in rye of 19 cwts.; with an increase in bere 
of 0-4 cwt. In other crops, potatoes show a decrease of 1°6 tons 
(or 42°1 per cent.) ; turnips of 2°1 tons; and mangel-wurzel and 
beet-root of 0°9 ton, while flax shows an increase of 2°8 stones. 
Hay from clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation, shows an 
increase of 0°3 ton, and hay from permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation, an increase of 0-2 ton. The rates for 1897, 
compared with the average rates for the ten years 1887-1896, 
show for cereal crops a decrease in wheat of 0°4 cwt.; in oats of 
0-6 cwt.; in barley of 1:4 cwts.; in bere of 0°6 cwt.; and in rye 
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of 1-9 ewts. In other crops there is a decrease in potatoes of 1:5 
tons, in turnips of 0-2 ton, in mangel-wurzel and beetroot of 0-7 
ton, in flax of 1:4 stones, the only crop showing an increase in rate 
of produce being hay, the rate for which is about 10 per cent. 
above the average. The decrease in the rate of produce of potatoes 
per acre, as compared with the average rate for the preceding ten 
years, is equivalent to a decline of 40°5 per cent. 

10. Coal Tables. Statement showing the Production and Con- 
sumption of Coal and the Number of Persons employed in Coal 
Production in the Principal Countries of the World in each year 
from 1883 to 1896, as far as the particulars can be stated ; together 
with a statement showing the production of petroleum in the United 
States and in the Russian Empire for a series of years (126). 
Price 54d. 

This is the fourth issue of a return made by the Board of Trade 
to an order of the House of Commons. It shows the quantity and 
value of coal produced in the principal countries of Europe, and in 
Japan and in the United States of America, in each year from 
1883 to 1896, inclusive; also the quantity and value of coal 
produced in the British Colonies and Possessions in each year from 
1883 to 1896 inclusive ; the average value per ton of coal produced 
in the principal countries of Europe, in Japan, in the United 
States of America, and in certain British Colonies and Possessions 
in each year from 1883 to 1896, inclusive; the total quantity of 
coal remaining for home consumption, and consumption per head 
of the population in the principal countries of Europe, and in 
Japan, and in the United States of America in each year from 
1883 to 1896, inclusive ; the total quantity of coal remaining for 
home consumption and consumption per head of the population 
in the British Colonies and Possessions in each year from 1883 to 
1896, inclusive ; and the proportion per cent. of coal of home 
production, coal of British production, and coal the produce of all 
other countries consumed in the principal countries of Europe, and 
in Japan, and in the United States of America in each year from 
1883 to 1896, inclusive. 

In the introduction it is stated that the statistics given in 
previous numbers of these tables have been continued in the present 
issue to the latest date for which it has been practicable to obtain 
the information. Comparative statements also are given, showing 
the average value at the pit’s mouth ot the coal produced in the 
principal countries of the world, and in the chief British colonies 
and possessions. In comparing these figures, however, it must be 
borne in mind that many circumstances, such as the inferior 
quality of the coal mined, improved machinery, nearness to the 
surface, the friable nature of the soil, &c., go to reduce the average 
value at the pit’s mouth; whilst, on the other hand, the hardness 
of the coal mined, and the depth of mines from which it is 
extracted, as well as the gocdness of the quality, do much to 
enhance the value, in addition to any difference there may be in 
the cost of labour. 
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"An addition has this year been made to the tables by appending 
in Part III. statistics of petroleum production and trade in Russia 


and in the United States for a series of years. It has not been possible _ 


to obtain the official returns of Russian production for a later 
year than 1894, but up to that year the progress of production 
had been very remarkable, the figures showing an increase from 
177 million gallons in 1881 to 1,380 millions in 1894. 

This last figure is about two-thirds of the American production 
of crude petroleum, which amounted to 2,106 million gallons in 
1896, or more than double that of 15 years ago. 

It will be seen that while 83 per cent. of the Russian production is 
consumed at home, in the United States between half and two- 
thirds—61 per cent.—of what is produced there remains for home 
consumption. 

11. Emigration and Immigration. Statistical Tables relating to 
Emigration and Immigration from and into the United Kingdom in 
the year 1897, and Report to the Board of Trade thereon, (154.) 
Price 6d. 

These are the usual tables, together with the report thereon, 
which are prepared and issued annually by the Board of Trade. 
The present issue gives the details for the year 1897, with 
comparative tables for previous years. The information given 
is, it is stated, grouped as usual in two divisions—Part I. 
relating to the movement to which the words “emigration” 
and “immigration” were originally restricted in this annual 
return, that of persons going to and coming from countries out of 
Europe; and Part II. continuing the statistical information which 
has now for some years been published by the Board, as to 
passenger intercourse between the United Kingdom and_ the 
_ continent of Europe. 

A memorandum subjoined to this report gives an account of 
the varicus sources of information of which the Department has 
been able to make use in compiling these tables. 

The figures for 1897, compared with those for the preceding 
year, show a diminished passenger traffic with countries out of 
Europe, but a considerable increase in the Continental traffic. The 
net effect of the whole traffic was an outward movement from this 
country of about 40,300 persons, a decrease of nearly 2,800, as 
compared with the corresponding figures for 1896. 

12. Technical Education. Application of funds by Local Authori- 
ties. (119.) Price 1s. 6d. 

This is a Return, issued by the Department of Science and Art, 
showing the amount spent on Technical Education by Local 
Authorities in the United Kingdom—with the exception of nine, 
which have made no return—during the year 1895-6, together 
with the estimated expenditure during the year 1896-7. Particulars 
are also given of the amounts raised by loan on the security of the 
local rate under the Technical Instruction Act, 1889—mainly for 
the erection of Science, Art, and Technical Schools. Of the nine 
smaller authorities which have failed to furnish any information, 
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only one or two are believed to have applied any money to 
educational purposes during the two years in question. 

With regard to the expenditure on Technical Education out 
of rates levied under the Public Libraries’ Acts, it should be 
pointed out that the return only includes that portion of the rate 
which has been applied to the building or maintenance of Science 
and Art Schools, Art Galleries, or Museums. 

The return shows that the total amount thus expended on 
Technical Education during the year 1895-6 in the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland was 787,467. 13s. 2d., and that the 
estimated total expenditure on Technical Education during the 
year 1896-7 was 847,620]. 17s. 8d. These amounts are exclusive 
of the sums allocated to Intermediate and Technical Education 
under the Welsh Intermediate Education Act, 1589. The amounts 
raised by loan on the security of the local rate under the Technical 
Instruction Acts were, in 1895-6, 179,5011. 11s. 3d., in 1896-7, 
131,1631. 19s. 6d. 

13. Mines and Quarries. General Report and Statistics for 
1897 (Part I.). District Statistics. Statistics of the persons em- 
ployed, output and accidents at Mines and Quarries in the United 
ar arranged according to the Inspection Districts. (C. 8836.) 
Price 7d. 

This is a statement prepared under the direction of the Home 
Office. In the preface it is stated that a considerable change is 
made this year in the Home Office publications relating to the 
statistics of Mines and Quarries. The three separate and distinct 
publications hitherto issued are now combined in a single work, 
which will be issued in four parts. 

These parts will be: Part I., District Statistics—the present 
issue; Part II., Labour; Part III., Output; and Part IV., Colonial 
and Foreign Statistics. 

The first part it is stated will be issued as early in the year as 
possible—in March or April—and it is hoped that Part II. may 
follow at a very short interval. Part III. will be issued as soon 
as the returns of mineral output can be collated and tabulated. 
Part IV. will appear late in the year, at a date when it will be 
possible to give the mineral production of most colonies and 
foreign countries for the preceding year. 

The present statement shows that the output of coal in the’ 
United Kingdom in the year 1897 was 202,129,931 tons. This 
compares with an output in the year 1896 of 195,361,260 tons. 
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XXVII.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


REGISTRATION AND COMPENSATION FOR Loss oR DAMAGE OF 
InLAND PostaL PACKETS. 


The fees payable for registering inland packets, including 
parcels, and the limits of compensation are now as follows—- 


Fee. Limit of compensation. 
Ad. ine 201. 
7d, ia bine 501. 
8d. bed 601, 
9d. in 701. 
10d. bes 801. 
11d. ors bas 901. 
Is. od 1007. 
Is. 1d. ane Lis 1101. 


In other respects the rules remain unchanged. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Resumption of Direct Mail Service. 


. The direct mail service between this country and Newfoundland, 
by means of packets leaving Liverpool once a fortnight for St. 
John’s, is resumed. 

The mails for Newfoundland will be made up in London on 
alternate Friday evenings. The packets will leave Liverpool on 
alternate Saturdays, counting from the 16th of April, and will 
proceed direct to St. John’s without calling at any intermediate 
port. 
The parcel mails will be made up at Liverpool on the mornings 
of the dates on which the packets leave that port. 


ParceL Post To SPAIN. 


As the sending of contraband of war to either of the 
belligerents in the war between Spain and the United 
States of America would be contrary to the strict neutrality 
enjoined by Her Majesty’s recent Proclamation, the Postmaster- 
General gives notice that arms, ammunition, military stores 
or materials, or any article or articles considered to be con- 
traband of war must not be sent by Parcel Post to Spain 
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XXVIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 
I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kixepom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year, 1897. 

MontH ENDED APRIL. 


I. Imrorts rrom Foreren Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
30th April. 
—_—_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1897, 
£ £ = 
I. Animals, living (for food) 955,901 | 935,006 20,895 _ 


II. Articles of food drink, 


duty free 14,252,300 |11,752,101 | 2,500,199 — 
(B.) ‘of food and drink, 


dutiable... 1,899,372 | 2,116,859 217,487 
Tobacco, dutiable ... 377,446 284.229 93,217 
III. Metals .. 1,750,809 | 1,701,612 49,197 _ 
EW: Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and ‘tanning 
substances 535,301 608,029 72,728 
V. Oils”... 614,108 | 522,568} 91,535| — 


VI. materials for textile manu- 
7,610,695 | 5,304,501 | 2,306,194 | — 
Vil. for sundry industries 


and manufactures .. bis 8,441,017 | 3,307,117 133,900 _ 

VIII. Manufactured articles Be ... | 7,536,480 | 7,493.363 43,117 _ 
IX. -) Miscellaneous | 1,174,175 | 1,038,029 | 136,146 
B.) Parcel post... 99,117 73,141 25,976 

Total value ... [40,246,716 |35,136,555 | 5,110,161 _ 


TI. Exrorts or British anp Irish Propucre MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living se 86,894 78,499 8,395 _ 
IL. Articles of food and drink . oe 771,876 922,135 _ 150,259 
III. Raw materials 1,445,325 | 1,662,060 _ 216,735 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. 
(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 6,644,070 | 7,924,332 _ 1,280,262 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)| 2,670,392 | 2,958,212 — 287,820 
(C.) Machinery and millwork _... | 1,521,434 | 1,453,179 68,255 _ 
(D.) Apparel and articles of per- 
sonal use 658,188 | 638,663 19,475 _ 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and | 
medicinal preparations... 765,130 | 856,276 _ 91,146 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly ame 2,778,247 | 3,057,121 _ 278,874 
(G.) Parcel post 154,505 | 149,645 4,860 = 
Total value ... ... {17,496,011 |29,700,122 2,204,111 
III. Exports or Forricn anp Propvuce. 
£ £ £ £ 
Total value ... ... | 6,189,258 | 7,308,181 1,168,928 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 
Four Montus ENDED 301TH APRIL. 


I. Imports From Countries anp British Possessions. 


Four months ended | i 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898, 1897. q 
| 
£ £ £ 
Animals, living (for food) ... ...| 8,590,117 | 3,254,206 | 385,911. — 
Articles of food and drink, duty 
154,015,510 148,007,886 | 6,007,624 
B. ‘of food and. drink, 
dutiable ..| 8,428,150 | 8,367,428 60,722 H 
dutiable  ... 1,418,281 | 1,304.585 108,696 
Il. M 7,228,796 | 7,169,973 58,823 i 
Chemicals, dyestufts, ‘and “tanning 
substances ... «| 2,849,042 | 2,866,887 517,845 
V. Oils 2) 662, 572 | 2,313,203 349,369 
Wa. "materials for textile manufac- 
80,873,496 132,549,519 ~ 1,676,023 
VII. materials for sundry it industries 
and manufactures ... |12,723,999 610,115 
VIII. Manufactured articles ose «+«|29,736,337 |29,079,438 656,899 
Miscellaneous articles 5,175,913 | 4,761,132 | 414,781 
(B.) Parcel post wee 0,295 | 366,525 | 148,77 
Total value... ««.|159,317,623] 152,764,781) 6,552,842 


II. Exports or Britisu anp Irish Propuce anD MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I. Animals, living 848,149 | 292,586 55,563 
Il. Articles of food and drink ss ...| 8,200,878 | 3,469,670 _ 269,292 i 
III. Raw materials .. 5,999,568 | 6,014,737 _ 15,169 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics «+.(82,060,730 (33,864,939 — 1,804,209 
(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)|10,730,865 |11,205,518 - 475,153 
Machinery and millwork 5,182,613 | 5,840,869 708,256 
D.) Apparel and articles of personal 
8,101,191 | 3,338,565 237,374 
(E.) Chemicals ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... 8,045,823 | 3,260,164 214,341 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly .{10,921,818 |11,066.858 145,040 
(G.) Parcel post aa ..| 662,494 | 644,403 18,091 - 
Total value ... {75,208,129 |78,998,309 3,795,180 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value...» 21,260,025 |27,958,157|  — 708,132 


| 
| 
| 
ul 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 
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Return of the Quanriries and AveraGe Prices or Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and . 


Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus 
Week ended 2nd April, 1898 53,483 3 14,017 7 11,343 6 
45,297 6 8,357 5 9,184 6 
35,518 2 4,889 7 6,220 3 
41,801 6 5,819 1 9,613 6 
51,847 0 3,580 0 9,323 5 
April, 1898 227,448 36,614 4 45,686 2 
Corresponding month in 1897 162,831 3 52,872 5 30,582 3 
113,724 6 | 61,639 5 | 39,197 4 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 2nd April, 1898 3 3 27 «11 17 (10 
a 35 2 27 17 11 
8 3 0 18 2 
361 2% 8 18 4 
ty 384 27 10 18 11 
April, 1898 36 «(0 27 «9 18 2 
March, 1898 ot. 79 
December, 1897 8 16. 9 
November ,, 339 2 «3 5 
October _,, 28 4 | 
September ,, 27 | 16 11 
August 80 3 | OW 
July 0 | 8 8 
June 27. 21 8 | 18 O 
May 28 0 20 7 | 7” & 
April, 1897... 27 3 22 +1 | 4 
» 189 ... eos 24 10 21 10 | 18 6 
» 1895 20 21 0 14 2 
» 1894 24 67 27 3 3 


— 
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1898. 


Return of the Numsers, Nationacities, and Destinations of the 
PassenGers that left the Unrrep Kiyepom for Piaces out of 
Europe during the Month ended 30th April, 1898, and the 
four Months ended 30th April, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 


one British N.| Austral-| of Good | 

Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. | Hope and — — sponding 
— | peril, 


English ...  ..| 3,570 | 1,908 | 647 | 1,263 | 621 | 8,004 7,463 


Scotch ° 561 243 75 827 70 1,27 1,277 
Trish ee oe | 7,242 118 68 116 33 7,577 7,376 
Total of — 
origin .. | 11,878 2,264 790 1,706 724 16,857 16,116 
Foreigners... ...| 4,040 1,051 26 446 184 6,647 5,475 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 35 1 4 _ 206 246 229 
Total ... «| 16,348 8,316 820 2,152 1,114 | 23,750 21,820 


Total for corre- 
i i 15,644 2,368 766 2,020 | 1,022 | 21,820 ist 


sponding 
month, 1897 


Four months ended 30th April. 


English... eee | 10,623 4,255 | 2,544 4,724 | 2,850 | 24,996 25,077 


Scotch ooo san 1,861 413 827 1,219 419 4,239 3,619 
Trish or eee | 10,587 220 200 423 91 11,471 10,805 
Total of — 
origin .. eos | 28,021 4,888 3,071 6,366 3,360 40,706 39,501 
Foreigners... eee | 18,558 2,512 55 1,693 484 18,302 15,596 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 100 21 6 - 938 1,065 1,010 
Total ... ... | 36,679 7,421 8,132 8,059 4,782 60,073 56,107 


Total for corre- 
sponding 33,248 5,677 3,225 8,935 5,022 56,107 ood 
months, 1897 3 


Notrr.—The above being made up at ade getters possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Retu 


| 
| : 
Month ended 30th April. ; 
% 
| 
j 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—APRIL, 1898. 


Return of the Number of Atiens that arrived from the Continent at Ports t in the 
Unirep Kixepom during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Auien Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


| | 

| Gothenburg. | 

Hamburg, Rotterdam, | | Other i 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | a ee | Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | Christiansand. Ports. 


seal | 1897. 1898. 1897. | 1898. 1897. | 1898, | 1897, | 1898. | 1897. | 1898, | 1897, 


Month ended 30th April. 
Aliens not stated to be en ee 
route to America or other 
places out of the United | | 
Arrived at London 811. 205) 155 93 107 135 247) 1,244) 1,207 
imsby 33 7 | (19) 53 952 
ea Hull ... 73, 81 71 45 110 39, ae ee 157 107 411 272 
ae Tyne Ports 12 13 32 32 121 re ies 259 243 424 548 
Leith ... 30 43 37 78 13 27 40 107 162 
Newhaven .. ov 1,147 999 1,147 999 
» Other ports .. 108 105 16) 41 88 a een 284 383 4! 653 
Total 1,077, 1,041 383} 430 425 550! 1,147| 999 879! 1,073) $3,911] 74,093 
Aliens en route to America | 
or other places out of the | 
United Kingdom : : 
Arrived at Grimsby 56 32 75 63, 1,066) 1,122)... 75 41} 1,272] 1,258 
Hartlepool | 
” Hull ... 233, 103 2 5, 944 940 992) 2,119] 2,081 
Leith ... 10 14 10 47 43 67 67 
Other ports ... 125 3 | 39 30, 750} 934] 679 
478) 206] 107 2,049| 2,141! 1.812| 1,722) 4,446] 4,139 
Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be | J ; 
en route to America or other 1,555) 1,247 490, 500 2,474) «(2,691 2,691) 2,795) 8,357) 8,282 
out of the United j | 


Four months ended 30th April. 


| | | 
Aliens not stated to be en | 
out of the United | 
ingdom :* 
Total No... ...| 1,477] 3,614) 1,663) 1,579] 1,945] 1,900! 3,021/ 3,100] 3,486, 3,452| $14,592 315,645 
Aliens en route to i | 
or other places out of the 
United Kingdom : 


| 


Total No... ...| 1,663; 1,333 295 4,438) 4,269 4,716) 4,159) 11,188, 10,101 


Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be j : 
en route to America or other | |. 6,140) 4,947) 1,958) 1,919} 6,383) 6,169 3,047 3,100} 8,202) 7,611) $25,730 $23,746 


out of the United 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,”’ is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Jrom Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ** Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.”’ come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
le, uth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, ee, London, Middlesbrough, 
Newcastle, Newhaver., Aor:: “tlds, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists received 


} 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, /’ewhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
train as third-class passengers. 
+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of April, 1898, was 1,032, and 1,204 in the same month of 1897; in the four months 
ended April, 1898, the number was 3,972, and in the same months of 1897 the number was 3,747. 
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- V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumper of Recervinc Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Four Months 
ape. ended April. 
1898, | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... 825 333 1,896 | 1,418 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions 
}.—Grocers, &c. ... 18 30 93 m6 
2.—Builders ne 18 24 76 79 
3,—Publicans and hotel keepers, ‘&e. 18 16 75 79 
4,—Farmers ove eve 11 30 65 114 
5,—Butchers 16 9 54 52 
6.—Bakers ... 8 7 50 35 
7.—Boot and shoe ‘manufacturers and dealers — 14 9 45 53 
: .—Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 4 5 30 25 
9.—Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 38 5 29 21 
10,—Drapers, haberdashers, &c. ... ove eee 10 6 29 35 
11.—Agents, commission and general ... P 5 6 27 17 
12.—Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. sas vee 6 3 26 13 
13.—Clerks, commercial and general ... * 5 2 23 14 
14.—Tailors, &c. ... 5 6 23 26 
15.—Confectioners .. 3 6 19 15 
16,—J ewellera, watchmakers, importers, silver- 
smiths, &e. ... ox ase 6 5 18 12 
17.—Travellers, commercial, &e.... 4 1 16 11 
18.—Coal and coke merchants and dealers... 4 4 16 22 
19.—Furniture dealers and makers “és 15 13 
20.—Carpenters and joiners “~ 4 1 14 14 
21.—Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
and dealers ... eee ove 4 6 14 11 
22.—Tobacconists, &c. ... ine ine 2 13 
23.—Auctioneers ... 3 3 13 12 
24.—Saddlers and harness makers coe ooo 3 2 12 6 
25.—Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors... —... 3 5 12 10 
—Solicitors ave 4 3 12 16 
28. —Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. ... 3 1 ll a 
29.—Cabinet makers and 2 1 10 12 
30.—Tvonmongers ... “a ‘ 3 2 10 8 
31,.—Printers and publishers 3 2 10 5 
32.—General dealers 4 7 10 13 
33.—Provision merchants, 5 4 10 15 
34.—Clothiers, outfitters, 2 3 9 8 
39. —Officers in Army 3 3 9 7 
36.—China, glass, and earthenware, &e., "dealers 8 a 9 3 
37.—Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants. ave — 3 8 8 
38.—Hairdressers ... 1 2 8 8 
89.—Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses oa 2 1 8 7 
40.—Restaurant, coffee and eating-house 
keepers 2 1 8 7 
41.—Stationers ane oe 3 8 2 
42.—Directors and promoters: of public 
companies... 1 2 7 8 
43.—Contractors... eos ave 2 7 7 
44.—Millers .. oe ove 2 2 7 5 
45. —Carriage, ‘&e., builders 3 2 7 7 
46.—Blacksmiths, "farriers, 1 6 2 
47.—Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hanliers 1 1 6 11 
48,—Milliners, dressmakers, &c. ... one 1 2 6 7 
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BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WALES— continued. 


Four Months 

April. ended April. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897, 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| No. No. No. No 

tions—cont. : 
49, —Fishing smack owners, and masters 2 _ 6 4 
50.—Architects and surveyors... 2 1 6 
51.—Wheelwrights... ove 2 2 6 9 
52.—Timber merchants and wood dealers 1 1 5 5 
53.—Gardeners, florists, &c. ies 1 1 5 9 
54,—Engineers and founders, &ec. eco ove 2 5 5 12 
55,—Cattle and pig dealers ~ 1 4 7 
56.—Chemists, chemical manu- 

facturers... 2 4 5 
57.—Hosiers, glovers, &e. . oe 1 4 8 
58&,—Brokers, stock and share... 3 5 
59.—Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... oa 1 5 3 13 
60.—Stone, marble and monumental masons ... 1 -- 2 3 
61.—Lodging-house keepers 1 1 8 


VI.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Revorn of the Number of Animas exported from Iretanp to Great 
Britain during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


Year 1897. 
Four Months 
April. ended April. 
Animals, | 

1898, 1897. | 1898. | 1897. 

No No. No No 
Cattle ‘ 62,066 | 48,767 | 200,918 | 164,153 
Sheep 21,359 | 10,539 7.877 | 45,778 
Swine a 49,366 | 51,749 | 258,356 | 264,130 
Goats... 1,151 695 | 1,884 828 
Horses 4,192 3,165 | 11,465 | 10,131 

Asses = 252 254 351 428 
Total... ... 188,888 | 115,171 | 539,888 | 485,453 


i 
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VII.—FisHerY Sratistics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 
Srarement of the Toran Quantity and VaAuvue of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Enciish and Weuisn Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Four Months ended 30th 
April, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 
Year 1897. 
April. Four om ended 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
4,736 5,139 20,575 20,456 
Prime fish not ‘separately distinguished... ... 1,800 2,341 7,894 6,747 
Total prime fish ... we its Sad 14,142 15,541 60,332 58,712 

68,478 73,027 215,931 214,802 

Hake 15,435 6,202 28,104 12,208 

Halibut 8,510 9,590 15,436 16,695 

Herrings 4,800 9,241 65,162 $9,673 

Ling 11,285 12,526 52,631 39,302 

Mackerel 52,374 70,047 59,006 92,671 

26 10 18, "410 26,506 

not separate stinguished, except shell 
J gu 4 98,647 81,270 369,715 315,701 

q 

Total ... eee ove 556,836 528,103 1,964,090 1,822,064 

Shell fish :-— No. No. || No. No. 
...| 1,804,330 912,791 2,310,388 1,412,948 
61,112 61,858 122,135 101,105 
Oysters 1,872,000 | 2,023,000 || 9,619,000 | 11,503,000 

Cwts. Cwts. , Cwts. Cwts. 
VALUE 

Brill... 5,383 | $,936 20,146 17,848 

48,854 48,853 || 190,847 184,200 

Prime fish not separately distinguishel... ... 4,928 | 6,289 21,098 19,198 

81,868 82,995 324,822 310,796 

Cod 54,450 55,757 64, 154,835 

Haddock 159,581 141,439 620,455 557,519 

Hake 14,308 7,498 27,112 13,151 

Halibut 23,880 25,291 44,940 $5,133 

Herrings 6,598 2,848 18,971 12,419 

Lin 7,293 7,695 34,525 24,313 

Mackerel 49,935 71,229 58,615 95,418 

Pilchards 3 

72,186 78,659 281,405 273,516 

5 2,637 

fun ‘se itely distinguished, e: shell 

fish gui ed, 71,200 56,998 || 268,457 | 231,953 
541,405 530,418 || 1,842,581 | 1,723,210 

Shell fish 
Lobsters... iis on 2,691 2,734 5,535 4,590 
Oysters 6,631 6.618 $4,887 35,548) | 
Other shell 11,656 12,420 44,239 38,494 

31,144 105,007 |. 93,380 

Total value of fish landed was «| 573,630 561,562 1,947,588 1,816,590 

Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Retarns. The vies given 
are the actual walees returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIII.—FisHery 

Srarement of the Tora, Quantity and Vatuvr of the Fish returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April, 1898, compared with the corre- 
sponding periods of the year 1897. 

. | Four Months ended 
3 April. April. 
1898. 1897. 1808. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. | Cuts. 

Soles (Lemon Soles)... 1,220 1,374 3,996 3,187 

378 508 1,567 1,372 

Eel (Conge: 2,236 1,357 9,326 6,846 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill 6,410 6,602 22,110 | 20,379 

69,276 283,800 401,950 

8,810 8,049 98,801 94.706 

20,879 29,608 51,480 64,827 

Saith (Coal Fish) 7,531 9,848 30,315 23,925 

(Tusk) ... 1,276 2,009 2,845 2,960 
3,050 23867 13,481 11,089 
no y ex! 

5,068 19,644 | 16,885 

Shell fish 0. 0 
952,592 708,057 1,511,879 9975745 
Lobsters 52,232 72,500 129,476 189,953 
Oysters 43,000 49,800 179,265 | 164,476 

Cwts. Cwts. wets. 
Clams 470 1,434 6,221 8,945 
Mussels 15,514 27,974 || 70,208 | 128,257 
Other shell fish 6,947 6,681 || 25,551: 21,795 
VALUE 

£ £ £ £ 

Soles (Lemon Soles) ... 2,760 3,095 9,667 5,249 

1,208 1,520 4,930 4.623 

Cod 24,197 98,725 84,202 

Eel (Conger) 1,160 1,007 5,290 4,072 

Flounder, Plaice, 6,709 6,770 23,774 21,935 

Halibet 6,251 7,491 12,074 | 14,161 

6,667 8,053 17,784 | 19,118 

Saith (Goat Fish) 736 926 3,707 2,936 
eee eee eee eee 

208 283 551 492 

1,099 4829 | 3,539 
Total 92,025 97,779 404,765 392,997 

Shell fish :— 

Crabs 4,731 3,712 7,617 5.971 

Lobsters 2,767 33653 9,280 

1 205 104 

Mussels 760 1,376 3,828 6,309 

Other shell fish 1,499 1,530 5,762 4,745 

9,968 10,669 25,788 27,590 

Total value of fishlanded ... ... 101,993 108,448 430,553 420,517 
Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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IX.—FisHery 


Sravement of the Toran Quantity and Vauve of the Fisy returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Four 
Months ended 30th April, 1898, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1897. 


; Four Months ended 
April. | April. 
1898, 1897. | 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
| 
Cwts. Cwts. || Cwts. | Cuwts. 
Soles... 255 210 || 8 | 544 
Turbot ... 174 89 || 601 | 357 
Total primefish 429 299 | 1,491 
| 
Mackerel 61,745 61,467 62,745 62,275 
ish not separately distinguis! excep’ 
4,964 3,380 23,669 15,033 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters... 9,391 6,158 21,206 18,026 
Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish... ooo 1,685 1,180 8,214 5,864 
£ £ 
Soles... 946 552 3,487 1,765 
Haddock a ee 1,235 1,147 5,606 6,340 
Herrings 43 52 1,235 1,387 
Ling ove ove eee ees 1,055 621 4,787 3,383 
Sprats ... ooo “aa = 1 
Whiting 423 185 1,928 1,768 
Fish not separately distinguished, except 
. a. 1,762 || 12,629 6,416 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters... oo 352 229 868 688 
109 55 333 237 
276 208 1,353 1,138 
Total ... 788 524 2,614 2,108 
Total value of fishlanded... ... 42,546 38,949 |, 82,027 66,803 


Nore—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Cotton ReturNs.—APRIL, 1898. 


Rerurn of the Number of Bares of Corron Imporrep and Exporren, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Ports during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the Year, 1897. 


| May 1898. 


Month of Four Months ended 
April. April. 
1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 
IMPORTS. 

No. No. | No. | No. 
American 850,489 145,511 |; 1,600,274 1,274,786 
Brazilian... 4,744 19,692 40,676 
East Indian 3,284 12,780 8,979 | 40,546 
Egyptian... ... 32,686 34,426 189,700 | 162,627 
Miscellaneous ... 5,843 1,341 19,443 | 15,216 

Total 395,046 213,750 | 1,828,107 | 1,533,851 
Exports, 
American 32,525 19,526 108,753 87,039 
Brazilian... — — 170 500 
East Indian 1,728 3,612 5,949 20,172 
Egyptian 7,160 6,992 35,425 28,623 
Miscel aneous 770 1,289 6,421 3,690 
| 
Total... 42,183 31,419 | 156,718 140,024 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 236,577 210,010 *1,007,179 942,915 
Brazilian... 639 7,450 8,157 20,246 
East Indian 2,104 10.343 5,615 27,228 
Egyptian & 26,219 26,394 *181,117 115,789 
Miscellaneous ... 6,687 9,418 35,498 41,349 
Total 272,226 263,615 1,187,566 1,147,527 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American 218 172 1,491 | 1,016 
Egyptian _ | 40 
Miscellaneous 9 53 173 | 123 
Total... 227 225 1,664 1,179 
! 


* Corrected figures. 
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XI.—PeriopicaL REruRNs OF TMports AND Exports. 


SraremMEeNt of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Covunrrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; 


Franc = 9;d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; 


Lira = 9,5d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma = 93d. ; Lew = 945 
L. Egyptian = ll. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—-Imports. 


Aggregate for Period of the 
ae Value for the Month. Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. Month. 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
Russia in Europe ...| July Roubles 46,191,000 55,231,000 298,181,000 | 309,791,000 
(189 7) 1898) (1897) 
France Mar ++. 404,723,000 330.559, 000 || 1,130,201,000 | 1,012,925,000 
Portugal Jan. .| Milreis 3,186,000 3,362,000 _~ = 
Mar. ...| Lire... 122,891,000} 99,853,000 |} 307,692,000 | 267,535,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Mar .| Gulden... 79,515,000 63,994,000 209,457,000 | 173,689,000 
(1897 (1896) (1897) 1896 
Greece Dec. .| Drehms. ...14,324,000 10,088,000 114,762,000 113,605,000 
Bulgaria Dee. .| Lew... 5,694,000 7,931,000 83,994,000 76,530,000 
Egypt... Dec. E 980,000 1,121,000 10,411000, 9,672,000 
(1898) 1897) (189 8) (1897) 
United States Mar. ...| Dollars 61,507,000 76,351,000 165,392,000 186,942,000 
(189 (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Mexico Noy, 337,000 8,624,000 35,028,000 43,133,000 
1898 1897) (1898) 1897 
British India* Feb. .| Rupees 5,84,91,200 5,30,22,309 62,72,99,530 | 66,27,25,578 
II.---Exports. 
on (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Russia in Europe ... | July Roubles 063,000 49,513,000 345,068,000 se 368, 000 
1898 (1897) (1898) 
France Mar. .| Frs. ... 317,138,000 323,616,000 800,018,000 000 
Portugal... | Jan. .| Milreis... 2,026,000 1,696,000 
Italy ... Mar. ...| Lire... 101,500,000 94,316,000 284,617,000 | 257,216,000 
Austria-Hungary ... | Mar, .| Gulden 68,962,000 73,133,000 178,785,000 182,822,000 
(1896) 1897) 1896) 
Greece Dec .| Drechms. 6,039,000 7,651,000 80,734,000 2,860,000 
Bulgaria Dec. .| Lew ... 2,876,000 8,502,000 59,790,000 108,740,000 
Egypt... | Dec. «| By 1,663,000 1,887,000 12,313,000 13,222,000 
3 (1897) (1898) (1897) 
United States Mar. ...| Dollars 112,818,000 87,282,000 316,288,000 261,055,000 
(1896) (1897) 1896 
Mexico Nov ” 12,236,000 9,513,000 114,898,000 94,095,000 
1898 (1897) (1898) Pe’! 
British India* ...| Rupees... 9,70,67,144 9,82,61,163 87,61,19,689 66,38,779 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 


are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
‘figures are “ era].”’ 


Nore.—The fi 


Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, - 


where 


“‘ Special? means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


| 

| 

| 
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XII.—ForeIGN TrRaDE oF BritisH INpIA. 
Imports INTO British INDIA FROM FOREIGN CoUNTRIES. 
Eleven Months, Ist April to 
the end of February. 
Increase. Decrease. 
1896-97. 1897-98. 
R R Rk R 
I.—Animals, living... ... 36,63,122 22,74,467 13,88,655 
II.—Articles of food and drink-- 
Sugar ... 3,74,53,625 4,20,28,346 1,45,74,721 
Other articles... ... 5,21,49,381 5,53,82,956 32,33,575 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and ff 
cluding plated ware) 1,42,46,214 1,33,90,164 ides 8,56,050 
Metals...  «.. | 5,08,58,418 5,58,91,239 55,32,821 
Machinery and millwork ... | 3,28,72,845 2,64,81,249 eis 63,91,596 
Railway plant and rolling- ; 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) i 2,08,48,171 | 2,67,47,416 58,99,245 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
ning materials .. | 1,72,43,612 | 1,87,39,893 14,95,786 
V.—Oils— 
31,23,519 47,27,789 16,04,270 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles ons 3,37,39,319 2,60,20,680 77,18,639 
VIlI.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn... ... 3,18,60,668 | 3,21,78,960 8,18,202 
Cotton piece goods ... _... | 23,98,97,926 | 19,93,80,399 4,05,17,527 
Other articles | 10,71,14,727 9,28,04,307 1,43,10,120 
Total cf all Imyorts ... | 66,27,25,878 | 62,72,99,530 3,£4,26,548 
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XII.—ForEIGN TraDE oF British INDIA—continued. 
Exports oF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
Inp1a TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 
Eleven Months, Ist April to j 
the end of February. | 
Decrease. | 
1896-97. 1897-98. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living ... = pee 16,28,897 12,38,877 ae 3,90,020 
II.—Articles of food and drink — 
Rice ... ... 9,68,02,710 | 9,30,84,994 37,17,716 
Wheat... :1,24,86,504 1,20,93,543 3,92,961 
Tea ove eee oes 8,03,39,585 7,97,97,172 ove 5,42,413 
Other articles... ... | 3,37,46,679 2,93,05,969 44,40,710 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 13,15,620 12,96,139 as 19,481 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and | 
tanning materials— 
Opium... ... 788,78,803 | 5,72,06,810 | 1,66,72,083 
Indigo ... ... | 3,70,97,667 2,82,37,291 one 88,60,376 
Other articles... ee oe 1,36,02,745 1,06,79,169 ee 29,23,576 
Wii: 54,47,187 56,138,705 | 1,66,518 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- | 
factured articles— 
Cotton ... ... | 11,29,30,398 7,86,01,995 abe 3,43,28,403 
Other articles om ... | 7,09,37,676 8,65,97,875 1,56,60,199 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cotton yarn ... | 6,89,25,090 6,38,69,867 50,55,223 
Cotton piece goods ... 1,11,72,697 99,79,292 11,983,405 
Other articles... ais ... | 10,58,45,586 | 11,27,68,346 69,22,760 
Totals of all Exports ... | 89,91,43,061 | 84,08,06,735 oP 5,83,36,326 
| 


= 


634 STATISTICAL TABLES. [May 1898. 


XXIX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIEs. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

Norte.—The date against each place indicates the year to which 
reference is made in the Report. 


No. Place. Price. 
2020 Montevideo... (1896-97) Bd. 
2021 Tainan bes (1896) 
2026 Berlin ins (Estimates—1898-99) ... 
2027 Rouen (1897) lid. 
2029 | Belgrade... (1896-97) 
2030 New Orleans ... (1897) | 
2032 Rosario pes * lid. 
2035 Cherbourg... abe 
2036 Las Palmas ... (1896) 
2037 Venice (1896-97) Lad, 
2038 Galveston (1897) ooo | 20. 
2039 Canary Islands (1896-97) 
2041 | La Rochelle ... we 
2042 Germany (Prussian Estimates—1898-99) 0] 
2043 Guayaquil ... (1897) 
2045 Wiirtemberg ... Finances—1897-99) 
2047 Curacoa 2 13d. 
2048 Tripoli 1d. 
2050 Jerusalem | Id. 
2052 Suakin ooo} 1d. 
2053 Ancona ose 1896) ° 1d. 
2054 Amsterdam (1897) coe | 1d. 
2055 Patras ey ove | Id. 
2057 Beira... ‘ 1d, 
2058 Rio de Janeiro € 4») oes eo | 24d. 
2061 Corunna 23d. 
2062 Stockholm . ) 23d. 
2063 Brest... pes 1d. 
2064 | * Stettin ons 28d. 
2065 Spain... ° coo | 24d. 
2067 Batoum C » 2d. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following reports from Her Majesty's Representatives 
abroad on subjects of general and commercial interest have also 
been issued and may be obtained from the above-mentioned 
sources :—- 


No Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria... ee 4d. 
442 Colombia. aver on United States Trade Sees in 

443 Germany.—Report on the Maritime Interests of the German 

Empire ... ome 20. 
444 on the Prussian State in 

1896-97... id. 
445 Germany.—Translation of Decree respecting information to 

be given by German Customs Authorities im pos 4d. 
446 Germany “errs on the Operation of the Insurance Laws 

for 1896 ... ove 194. 
447 France.—Report on the Regency of Tunis variate the —— : 

Protectorate ove see 43d. 


448 Turkey.—Report on the Bussorah Date Season of 1897... 4d. 
449 Italy.—Suggestions for Development of British Trade ape 4d. 
450 Italy.—Report on the Dairy Industry of Italy... 
451 Canary Islands.—Report on Agriculture in Las Palmas... 
452 Germany.—Report on Agriculture in Germany ... | 44d. 
453 Mezxico.—Report on the Manufacturing Industry in Mexico} 2d, 


454 Germany.—Report on the Coal aed of the Rhenish| 63d. 
Westphalian Provinces... ove 


XXX.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. | Year. | No. | Colony. | Year. 
137 | Zululand... ove «| 1894 143 | Gambia ... oo 1894 
138 | Bermuda... ie 144 | Windward Islands ose ” 
139 | Bahamas... 145 | Trinidad and 
140 | Barbados... 146 | Gibraltar... 
141 | Turks and Caicos Islands 147 | Falkland Islands 


142 | Malta... 148 | Hong Kong avs 
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List oF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS.— contd. 
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Colony. 


| Year. | 


Colony. | 


Year. 


Straits Settlements 


Seychelles 
Basutoland 

Fiji 

St. Helena 
Ceylon ... 
Mauritius 
Labuan ... 
Gold Coast a 
British Guiana ... 
Sierra Leone 
Jamaica ... 
British Honduras cad 
British Bechuanaland ... 
Newfoundland ... 
Gambia ... 

Bermuda.. 
Leeward Islands 

British New Guinea 
Zululand 

Sierra Leone 

Gibraltar 

Malta... 

Barbados 


Falkland Islands 
St. Helena 
Bahamas ood 

Hong Kong at 
Windward Islands 
Labuan ... 

Trinidad and Tobago 
Seychelles ove 
Mauritius and Rodrigues 
British Honduras ae 


...| 1894 


” 


1894-95 


1895 


Turks and Caicos Islands 


Basutoland 

Ceylon 

British Guiana ... 

Gold Coast 

Jamaica ... 

Canada 

Bermuda... 

Bahamas... 

Zululand... 

Gambia ... one 

Malta 

British New Guinea be 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

Barbados... 

Leeward Islands eee 

Trinidad and Tobago ... 

Gibraltar... nee 

Fiji (trade) se 

Straits Settlements 

Do. do. 

Falkland Islands 

British Honduras 

Sierra Leone... 

Grenada 

Hong Kong 

St. Lucia 

St. Vincent 

St. Helena 

Seychelles 

Mauritius 

Cocos-Keeling and 
Christmas Islands] 


go 
Gold Coast 


-| 1895-96 


1895 


1895-96 


1895 


1895-96 


1895 
1896 


1895-96 
1896 
1895 
1896 

” 
1895 
1896 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


° 


| Subject. 


.| Economic Agriculture. 
Forests. 
-| Geology and Botany. 
-..| Advantages to Emigrants. 
Sisal Industry. 
Bubonic Plague. 
.| Mineral Resources, 


g... 
-| Solomon Islands. 


Western Pacific 


636 
149 | 186 q 
150 | Lagos... 187 q 
151 | 188 it 
152 | 189 | q 
153 | 1 190 | 
155 | 192 
156 193 
157 | 194 | 
158 195 | are 
159 | | 1894-95 | 196 | 
160 | | 1894 197 | 
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